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The Indo-European Origin of the Gathaic Motif of
Conflagration

Sayyed Toufiq Hosseini!

Abstract

As the most important part of the Avestan texts, which
were considered to be own speeches and thoughts of
Zoroaster himself, Gathaic texts has always been of
interest to researchers in order to recover the true thoughts
of this Iranian prophet. According to researchers, the
innovations of Gahan's thoughts that caused a profound
transformation in the Mazdeism worldview are the most
important feature of this ancient text. A transformation
which makes change in the view of the philosophy of
existence and the nature of history, and history that in the
thought of Indo-Iranians was a cycle of infinite periods,
became a linear path ending in the event of the Last Day
or Farshkert. Despite these innovations and changes, it is
noteworthy that there are similar patterns and motifs
between Gathaic texts and the eschatological mythologies
of other Indo-European peoples. One of these similar
patterns is the motif of the final fire, which has been
considered in Gathaic thought as an important event in the
Last Judgment and the Resurrection. similar with this
Gathaic belief, the Conflagration also has a special place
in the eschatological thoughts of other Indo-European
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peoples. On this basis, the Main problem of this research
is to examine the Indo-European origins of the
Conflagration motif in Gathaic thought. This research has
examined this subject with an analytical-comparative
approach and based on historical, linguistic, and also
mythological texts and evidences, and has reached the
conclusion that Zoroaster, in explaining and developing
his thoughts in constructing of the Resurrection, has used
Indo-European eschatological motifs and patterns,
especially the motif of the Conflagration.
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The Indo-European Origin of the Gathaic Motif of
Conflagration

extended abstract

Subject and Main Problem

In the study of Iranian eschatology, some of the themes and eschatological
patterns of Gathaic texts have a significant similarity with other Indo-
European eschatological myths. Among these identical motifs, the motif of
Conflagration has a special place with remarkable similarities not only in
Zoroaster's narrative of the end of existence, but also in other apocalyptic
narratives of Indo-European peoples. Based on this, the Main problem of this
research is to investigate the Indo-European origins of this Motif.

Aims, Questions and Hypothesis

The Aim of this research is to examine the Sources and Documents in the
apocalyptic beliefs of the Indo-European peoples, based on which the origin of the
Conflagration can finally be recovered in ancient texts. The main question of this
research is, what is the Indo-European origin of Conflagration in Zoroaster Texts?
The main hypothesis of this research is that the origin of Conflagration is thought
and beliefs of Indo-European peoples.

Literature Review

Among the previous researches that investigated this issue, we can first
mention Jackson's note on the terminology of the word molten metal (ayo-
x8usta) in Gathas. In this research, Jackson refers to the ancient origin of this
term (Ysn. 32,7; 30,8) in the meaning of the Molten River and its
eschatological connection with the Conflagration and the good Kingdom,
and also based on other Avesta evidences, especially in young Avesta texts
(Vis. 20, 1, Yt. 17. 20) as well as Pahlavi sources (Bundahisn, 30) state that
this term, whose background is older than the Gatha period and related to
Shahrivar and his Duty that was related to protection of metals. (Jackson,
1890) Soderblom also makes a hint to the origin of the Molten River in his
work called " La vie future d'aprés le mazdéisme " in the investigation of
Zoroastrian eschatological beliefs. (S6derblom, 1910, 243) He believes that
Gatha's eschatology has an Indo-European origin. Lommel, in his work
called Religion Zororthushtras (Lommel, 1930), examines Zoroastrian
eschatological concepts, including the source of the molten river, and
connects it with ancient tribal concepts about Ordeal. Boyce, in his work
called "The History of Zoroastrianism", accepts Lommel's theory and
assumes that the origin of Zoroastrian eschatological ideas is older than the
Zoroastr times. Olrik believed that contrary to what S6derblom Called Indo-
European origin of some eschatological concepts, there are similar elements
in German and Iranian eschatological narratives, which are the effects of
Iranian ideas. (Olrik, 1922) In his work, Reizenstein also explains the Iranian
origin of Germanic eschatology and believes that the Manichaeans are
probably the communication link of the influence of Iranian eschatology in
the thought of Germanic peoples. (Reizenstein, 1926) Moulton also points



| 0% o5le ((Kon b o )b Solallas | 0A

out the nature of the elements and patterns of this eschatology in his work
called Early Zoroastrianism by examining the historical concepts of
eschatology (Moulton, 1926, 158). Wikander, in his article about Germanic
and lranian eschatology, examines the structures and patterns of both
eschatological systems and concludes that these two ideas probably have a
common origin in Indo-European beliefs.(Wikander, 1960)Strdm In his
article titled " Indogermanisches in der V6luspa " examines the elements and
patterns of Iranian and Germanic eschatological beliefs with a comparative
approach, and based on, he suggests an Indo-European origin for these
eschatological systems.(Strom, 1967) In his work Gods of the Ancient
Northmen, Dumézil also emphasizes the idea that the similarity between
these two eschatological systems, to take into Consideration of the temporal
and spatial dimension,it is only possible with the existence of a similar
origin. (Dumézil, 1977) De Vries, in his work, Altgermanische
Religionsgeschichte, once again examines the idea of Indo-European origin
of Germanic eschatology. (de Vries, 1970) among other new works,
Kriimpel has investigated similar Germanic and Indo-Iranian eschatological
narratives. (Krimpel, 2021)

The innovative aspect of This research, first of all, regardless of the
originality of the subject, is the emphasis on the comparative study of the
themes and patterns of the eschatological narratives as well as the
mythological evidence of the Indo-European peoples. Then, in the next
instance, the investigation of historical linguistic evidence and also the use
of archeological findings to reconstruct the origin of the first source of
Conflagreation is the innovation of this research. Therefore, this research is
considered an innovative approach in the comparative theological study of
the concepts of Zoroastrian religion, both in its approach and in its subject.
Discussion and Result

based on the significant examples of Indo-European narratives, the origin of
Conflagration is undoubtedly an ancient origin and rooted in the thoughts of
Pre-Indo-European People. This Motif in the middle of a narrative of the
course of History on destructions and rebirths, during which the Universe
will finally perish after a final battle, and after that a new Universe will re-
emerge. This process continues indefinitely. The nature of this end-oriented
pattern shows that the origin of Conflagration has a deep connection with the
idea of Purity and regeneration of fire in the myth and religion of Indo-
Europeans, according to that fire causes refinement, treatment and
purification of Humans in after death Rebirth, so it is also rebirthing the
Universe. In the narrative of this Conflagration in all the Indo-European
nations, we also find a deity associated with the sun, who has the role of the
refining fire ritual. The similar Motifs and elements of this narration in Indo-
European peoples show the similar origin of those themes.

Keywords; Conflagration, Eschatology, Apocalypse, Indo-European Beliefs,
Gathaic Texts.



