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Women with Mustaches: A Psychoanalytic Reading
(About the Body and Face of Andaruni Women in
the Photographs of Naseri Period)
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Abstract

There are many photos from the Qajar period, some of
which belong to women, especially the women of the
Naseri harem. Regardless of the type of women's clothing,
the body and face of some of them raises question. Fatness
of the body and especially the features of the face raises
questions that do not require simple and superficial
answers, but a deeper analysis with regard to the cultural
history or the history of the visual culture of Iran;
Therefore, we can ask: What is the difference between the
representation of women in the paintings and photographs
of the Qajar period, and what was the function of the hair
behind the lips on the face of these women? That this
feature is merely an aesthetic issue or a kind of facial
makeup and can be generalized to all women or a sexual
issue and belongs to nobles, is the chapter of disagreement
with previous research and the reason for the necessity of
conducting this research; Therefore, the issue should be
formulated in the field of sexuality. This research is
qualitative and fundamental, and its approach is
descriptive-analytical and used in a critical way. The
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methodology goes back to the concept of “Gene-analysis”
and the opinions of Foucault and Lacan, which organizes
the theoretical foundations of research in a
“psychoanalytic” approach in terms of social and
unconsciousness. One of the major differences between the
faces of women represented in paintings and photography
of this period is the pseudo-mustache, which in a
patriarchal society can be considered a “mask” to overcome
“lack” and of course signifying the presence of masculine
power for some women in the harem, under the concept of
“Symbolic male” in front of other women, men and the
congregation at the edge or base of the pyramid, under the
title of “symbolic female”.
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