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Raising Historical Awareness, One of the Methods
of Musavat Newspaper in Dealing with Tyranny
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Abstract

The constitutional revolution and awareness raising
in Iranian society focused attention on the knowledge
of history to raise awareness. Contrary to the
common practice of Iranian historiography, which
was mostly in the service of government and
political power, and wrote about political events and
armies, the new historians wrote for the “people” and
wanted the awakening and awareness of the Iranian
nation; similar to the revolution, which was
supported by history and the identity that was
realized by combining texts and historical events, in
the field of journalism with newspapers such as
Musavat, managed by Mohammad Reza Musavat
Shirazi, who was a staunch opponent of tyranny and
colonialism, inspired by the knowledge of history
and new historiography and with narration and
analysis of historical stories of Iran and the world
emphasized the full realization of the constitution

1. Assistant Professor of History Department of Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
shamsedinamraei@pnu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Farhangian University,
Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding author). r.moeeni@cfu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor of History Department of Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

a_sajedi@pnu.ac.ir
Received: Aug 11, 2024 - Accepted: Nov 2, 2024

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative

Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, share it
with others and Adapt the material for any purpose


mailto:a_sajedi@pnu.ac.ir

|°« ijhﬁﬁéjuou‘hﬂlv

and the fight against tyranny. This article, based on
the contents and articles of “Musavat Newspaper”
and other sources, with the method of content
analysis, tries to explain the dominant historical
discourse of this newspaper in one of the most
crucial periods of Iran's history (constitutional era)
in confronting tyranny. This article is trying to find
the answer to the question, how did the Musavat
newspaper use the knowledge of history in the fight
against tyranny, and what was the position and role
of historical awareness in this way? The findings
indicate that this newspaper, by presenting historical
anecdotes from the history of Iran and the world and
detailed analysis, emphasized the use of historical
knowledge and awareness as one of the inevitable
requirements for the realization of constitutionalism
in order to prevent the return of tyranny and
colonialism. And in this way, it undertook a great
mission. Learning lessons from history by taking
lessons from the important personalities and events
of Iran and the world of that day, paying attention to
the historical conflict between justice and injustice
and the victory of justice, Iran's historical role in
overcoming crises and finally using science and
knowledge, which is an important step in the fight
against the spread of tyranny and colonialism, was
one of the focal issues of Musavat in the stabilization
of the constitution and curbing tyranny.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Tyranny, Raising
Historical Awareness, Knowledge of History, Musavat
Newspaper.
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Raising Historical Awareness, One of the Methods of
Musavat Newspaper in Dealing with Tyranny

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The constitutional revolution and raising awareness in
Iranian society focused attention on the knowledge of history to raise
awareness. Contrary to the common practice of Iranian
historiography, which was mostly in the service of political power and
political power and wrote political events and armies, the new
historians wrote for "the people" and wanted the awakening and
awareness of the Iranian nation. And in this revolution, with the
support of history and an identity that was built from the merging of
historical texts and events, the field of journalism with newspapers
such as Mosavat, managed by Mohammad Reza Mosavat Shirazi,
who was a staunch opponent of tyranny and colonialism, inspired by
The knowledge of history and modern historiography, by quoting and
analyzing the historical stories of Iran and the world, emphasized the
full realization of the constitution and the fight against tyranny.
Therefore, in this research, the issue, type and view of the newspaper
is equivalent to the knowledge of history and judgment of this
newspaper in this field. The article is trying to find the answer to the
guestion, how did the Mosavat newspaper use the knowledge of
history in the fight against tyranny, and what was the position and
role of historical awareness in this way? Or how the Mosavat
between the knowledge of history and the principles derived from it
has established a relationship in the establishment of the rule of law,
human empowerment and national progress? In response, it can be
said that by relying on modern historiography and its functional role
as an important source of awareness, rethinking concepts such as,
equality, justice, security, rebellion, revolution, nation, etc., in a kind
of judgment It has different political and historical views on
constitutionalism based on the development of man and his
capabilities, and in this context, he had an influence on other fighters
of his time in the late Qajar period and early Pahlavi period. Several
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independent researches have been written about the Mosavat
newspaper and the issues affected by it, but these researches have
pointed to various dimensions of the approach of constitutional
newspapers with regard to its content and have not entered into the
positions of the Mosavat newspaper on the subject of this article. are
Therefore, for the first time, the authors of the article have reflected
the positions of this newspaper regarding the knowledge of history
and its role and function in the attention and importance of historical
awareness in the fight against tyranny and colonialism.

Methodology: The aim of this research is to clarify the type of view of
theMosavat newspaper , which is manifested in the form of its
perception of the knowledge of history. Therefore, it raises the point
that the political thought of Mosavat refers to a missing point in that
period, which is focused on a new kind of judgment, which is based
on historical awareness and with the aim of rethinking political
concepts and terms in stimulating people to participate. It is in the
process of overthrowing the Qajar rule and removing tyranny in the
history of this land. This article based on the contents and articles of
"Mosavat Newspaper" and other sources, tries to explain the
historical discourse governing this newspaper in one of the most
sensitive periods of Iran's history (constitutional era) in dealing with
tyranny, using the method of content analysis.

Findings of the article: The findings indicate that this newspaper, by
presenting historical anecdotes from the history of Iran and the world
and detailed analysis, focuses on the use of historical knowledge and
awareness as one of the inevitable requirements for the realization
of constitutionalism in order not to return to tyranny and
Colonization was emphasized and in this way, it assumed a great
mission.

Discussion and conclusion: learning lessons from history by taking
lessons from the important personalities and events of Iran and the
world of that day, paying attention to the historical conflict of justice
and injustice and the victory of justice, the historical role of Iran in
overcoming crises and finally using science and Knowledge, as an
important step in the fight against the spread of tyranny and
colonialism, was one of the focal issues of Mosavat in establishing the



constitution and curbing tyranny. In the end, the content of the
Mosavat newspaper shows that this newspaper, by presenting a
different model of fighting against tyranny, which was based on a
historical perspective and rethinking political concepts, not only on
the theory of socio-political developments in the fight against tyranny
and inciting and arousing the people in The process of overthrowing
the Qajar government played a role, but with the role it played as a
civil newspaper in that era, it played an important role in the fall of
Muhammad Ali Shah and the return of the constitution.

Keywords: constitutional revolution, tyranny, historical awareness,
knowledge of history, Mosavat newspaper.



