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A Theoretical Reflection on the Social Stratification of
the Safavid Society; by Approaching the Situation of
Urban Classless Groups

Sayyed Mohammad Hosein Mohammadi'

Abstract

By taking over the communication and information system
of the society, the upper groups try to promote, strengthen
and reflect their views as a standard model in the society;
this process of creating and strengthening the public
communication system causes the voice and image of
people outside the dominant groups to be removed or
manipulated or not transmitted properly. The little
information available in the sources about the classless,
silent or subaltern groups in the Safavid period does not
reflect their lived experiences and real situation; because
their voice and image are not properly reflected in official
and historical sources, and in other words, they are
represented at will of other social groups such as upper
groups. Classless groups in this article mean social groups
that are not mentioned in the conventional social
categories of the Safavid era; In fact, they are not
recognized and are considered ‘“classless” according to the
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interpretation of this article. Accordingly, the present
article seeks to answer the question, what is the position of
these classless groups in the social stratification system of
the Safavid Era? The approach of the current research is
exploratory and its method is qualitative, and it tries to
trace the classless groups as a way to know the subaltern
social strata of the Safavid society, based on microhistory
method, which is one of the study axes in modern cultural
history. In fact, the nodal point of the studies and surveys
of the microhistory are those that have not been taken into
account in the narrative of traditional history.
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A Theoretical Reflection on the Social Stratification of the
Safavid Society;
by Approaching the Situation of Urban Classless Groups

Extensive Abstract

The elites and the upper classes, based on their ideological values and
norms and not on the objective realities of society, categorized the
people of the society and placed them in different classes, and ignored
a part of the society that was not compatible with their values.
Regardless of the fact that they are busy with their social life and have
their effects on society. Effects that can also be seen and traced in the
lives of the upper classes. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide the
necessary basis for their re-reading and narration by using an
appropriate approach and method and recognizing the classless groups
and identifying them as members of the Safavid period society. The
purpose of this article is to further emphasize the entry of researchers
into the uneven and uncharted territory of cultural and social history
research, which poses many difficulties for researchers in this field.
Method

The approach of the present study is exploratory and its method is
qualitative, and it attempts to trace classless groups as an approach to
understanding the lower social strata of Safavid society by drawing on
the microhistory method, which is one of the study axes in modern
cultural history. In fact, the central signifier of microhistory studies
and investigations is formed by strata that have not been considered in
the traditional historical narrative.

Achievement and conclusion

Some sources from the Safavid period provide social classifications of
the people of their era. However, it seems that they do not have the
necessary comprehensiveness to cover all members of society. For
example, women, who constituted at least half of the society, along
with nomads and nomadic tribes, are not present in these
classifications and there is no mention of them. Villagers, also known
as "farmers," are usually at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Three
other groups of the four social classifications of this period are related
to urban life. Writers, swordsmen, and merchants and craftsmen are
all present in cities, which highlights the urban aspect of these
categories. However, even this urban classification did not cover all
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urban social strata and lacks comprehensiveness. Many groups that are
present in the social arena and have their own worldview and lifestyle
are not considered in these categories. It seems that the three criteria
proposed in this article are the primary criteria for recognizing social
groups: 1- Social division of labor and the efficiency of groups for
society (from the perspective of upper-class groups) 2- Income and
economic wealth 3- Emphasis on the productive aspect of work,
which is related to lower-class groups such as farmers and craftsmen.
Accordingly, groups that lack the above three criteria are classified as
classless. Service, entertainment, or abnormal groups are among these
groups.

Keywords: marginal group, social stratification, cultural history,
Safavid period, subordinates.



