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An Analysis of the Production and Usage of Textiles
in the Timurid Period Based on Historical Texts

Shahdokht Rahimpoor

Abstract

Textiles, as part of the civilizational heritage of various
cultures, are influenced by the social and cultural
conventions of each era. Besides being a part of human
life necessities with aesthetic features in design and
pattern, they are also economically valuable for
governments. During the Timurid period, despite the
development of various artistic indicators, there is a
lack of physical evidence of textiles from this era, and
information about the regions of production and the
types of woven fabrics is scarce. Therefore, it seems
that weaving and textile production did not sufficiently
flourish during the Timurid period. Since the
perishable nature of fibers accelerates the degradation
of textiles, the absence of rich resources does not
clarify the historical identity of these products. On the
other hand, the production of high-quality textiles in
the Safavid period could not have suddenly reached a
peak. This research aims to examine the status of
textiles in the Timurid period by revisiting some of the
texts from this era. The data collection is based on
library research, and the research method is descriptive
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with a historical approach. According to the views of
historians and travel writers of the Timurid period, the
weaving of carpets and fabrics was common, and silk
and wool fibers were more widely used than linen in
textile production. The textiles produced were used for
trade, royal necessities, taxes, ransoms, gifts, mourning
and celebration ceremonies, treasury assets, clothing,
and decorations. Silk textiles were more prevalent than
woolen ones. The geographical scope of this period in
design, raw material supply, production, and exports
included 17 regions, some of which remain active in
textile production to this day. Based on written
sources, the uses of Timurid textiles and the high-
quality silk material give a unique structure to the
textiles of this historical period, which serves as
evidence of the continuity of weaving traditions and
textile exports and trade during this era.
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An Analysis of the Production and Usage of Textiles in the
Timurid Period Based on Historical Texts

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Textiles are part of the cultural heritage of various cultures.
The development of textile knowledge is affected by the social and cultural
conventions of each period. As one of the essentials of life with beauty in
design and pattern, these products are also economically valuable for
governments. The problem is that despite the development of various
artistic indicators in the Timurid period, we are faced with a lack of
objective evidence of the textiles of this period. And it seems that the
weaving and production of textiles in the Timurid period did not have
enough growth. Since, the degradable nature of fibers causes the speed of
textile degradation The lack of sufficient objective evidence does not
determine the historical identity of the textile products of this period, On
the other hand, the production of high-quality textiles of the Safavid period
cannot have suddenly reached a sudden growth, and the background of the
productions of the Timurid period is influential in the important
productions of carpets and textiles of this period. The purpose of this
research is to emphasize the identity of the textiles of the Timurid period
according to the texts of the Timurid period and to introduce the types of
handwoven fabrics from the point of view the type of fibers, their
application and the geography of their production and seeks to answer the
following two questions.

- How was the state of production in many regions and the use of textiles in
the Timurid period based on historical texts?

- What were the most important textiles of the Timurid period based on the
type of fiber?

The sum of the studies conducted is based on the examination of
miniatures and painting, and the remaining texts of this period. Studies
influenced by painting are devoted to the investigation of clothing
decorations, clothing designs and colors, and carpets of the Timurid period.
Studies influenced by the texts have investigated the trade of Yazd silk
fabrics, Timurid types of tents and curtains. The textiles of the Timurid
period, based on the texture, include two-ply silk fabric, gold weaver, low-
pile velvet, painted fabric, and embroidery (Talibpour,1400: 115). This
research focuses on the general classification of Timurid period hand
wovens based on the type of fibers used, and the use of types of hand
wovens, the importance of the weaver's guild, the extent of weaving areas
based on seven texts related to the Timurid period.
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Methodology: This theoretical research was done with a historical
approach. Collecting information is a library method. The sources used are
travelogues and historiography books of the Timurid period, and articles
written in connection with the textiles of this period. The information has
been analyzed in a descriptive-analytical way. The historical texts studied
in this research are: Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi's Zafar nameh, Clavijo's travel
book (the Spanish ambassador during Timur's period) and Ajaib al-
Magdoor fi Akhbar Timur by Ibn Arabshah, which examines the events of
Timur's time. Hafez Abro's Zabda al-Tawarikh, a narrative from the time
of Timur and his children, the informant of al-Saadin and the majmal
Bahrain by Kamal al-Din Abd al-Razzaq Samargandi related to the period
of Abu Said, and the works of Zamchi Asfzari and Nizami (from court
secretaries) on the history of the reign of Sultan Hossein Baigara, and the
travelogues of Venetians in connection with the final period of the
Timurian rule and center of government is Ozon Hasan. This article
examines the textiles of the Timurid period based on three factors: type of
fibers, use of textiles and geography of production.

Findings: Timurid period textiles are divided into two general categories:
floor coverings and cloth. In terms of raw materials, there were three
categories of silk, wool and linen textiles. Woven silks are the most textiles
of the Timurid period. Woven silks are the most textiles of the Timurid
period. The frequency of use of silk fabric is such that it indicates the
prosperity of silk weavers throughout the Timurid period. Centers related
to textiles include Khorasan, Yazd, Herat, Samarkand, Shirvan, Gilan,
Mazandaran, Kurdistan, Tasuj and Shabestar, Tabriz, Shiraz, Hormuz,
Kashan, Merv, Qohestan and Jam.

Conclusions and suggestions: Under the patronage of the Timurid kings, in
this period, rugs and rugs were commonly woven in government workshops
and privately managed workshops in most cities of Iran. Woven fabric with
silk materials and trade exchanges of silk goods are of primary importance,
followed by woolen and cotton fabrics, which are the most produced textile
products of this period. Textiles were used for royal necessities, taxes, trade,
redemption, gifts, use for clothing (royal, common people and dervishes)
and treasury property, mourning for death and celebrations and decorations.
In 17 cities of Iran during the Timurid period, according to the studied texts,
commercial and production prosperity of textiles has been common. The
comparative study of Timurid and llkhani or Safavid period textiles, and the
review of other texts of the Timurid period in introducing the textiles of this
period are research suggestions for other researchers.

Keywords: Textiles, Timurid Period, Historical Sources, Usage,
Production Regions.






