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Abstract

The cultural history of Arran during the 4th and 5th
centuries AH is one of the significant topics that has
received little attention in the historical sources of that
period, and as a result, it has not been adequately addressed
in contemporary historical research. This study, written
using a historical method with a cultural history approach
and by referencing literary sources from this period,
examines the cultural transformations in Arran during these
two centuries. The aim of this study is to demonstrate the
process of weakening of the dominant Arabic culture in
Arran and the various aspects of the revival of indigenous
culture and the spread of Iranian culture in its place. The
findings of this study, while correcting and complementing
some previous research, show that the Sajid, Salarid,
Rawadid, and Shaddadid dynasties, from the beginning of
the 4th century to the middle of the 5th century AH,
expelled the governors appointed by the Abbasid Caliphate
and established semi-independent states in Arran, thereby
ending the hegemony of Arabic culture and language. This
led to the consolidation of the region's indigenous language
and traditions, on the one hand, and the spread of Iranian
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culture and the Persian Dari language, on the other.
Additionally, the Shahnameh (Book of Kings) culture
became prevalent, and ancient names such as Shapur,
Anushirvan, and Manuchehr appeared alongside Islamic
names like Fazl and Ali. Festivals such as Nowruz,

Mehregan, and Sadeh were celebrated alongside Eid events
in Islam.
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Recognizing Cultural Transformations in Arran during
the 4th and 5th Centuries AH/10th and 11th Centuries
AD Based on Literary Sources

Extended Abstract

The cultural history of Arran in the 4th and 5th centuries AH is an important
topic that has been less addressed in historical sources of that period and, for
this reason, does not have much place in contemporary historical research.
The purpose of this research, which has been carried out using a historical
method and with a cultural history approach and referring to literary sources
of this period, is to examine the cultural developments of this region in these
two centuries. The aim of this research is to show the process of weakening
the dominant Arabic culture in Arran and the various aspects of reviving the
native culture and expanding the Iranian culture in its place. The findings of
this research, while correcting and completing some previous research, show
that the Sajid, Sallarids, Rawadids and Shaddadids governments from the
beginning of the 4th century to the middle of the 5th century AH established
semi-independent governments in Arran by expelling the governors
appointed by the Abbasid Caliphate and putting an end to the hegemony of
Arabic culture and language. The question is, what was the process of
transformation of the dominant Arabic culture into Iranian culture and
Shahnameh in Arran? What role did the Shadadidd rulers and other rulers of
Arran play in this? What were the most important symbols and signs of the
spread of Iranian culture? The research findings show that simultaneously
with the east of Iran, the Persian language and Shahnameh culture spread in
Arran, and poets such as Asadi Tusi and Qatran Tabrizi wrote poetry in
Persian, and people such as Onsor al-Maali also went to Arran and interacted
with the Shadadid rulers. Since no independent book or research article has
been written on the nature and process of cultural transformation of Arran in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH based on literary sources, this article lacks a
research background in the conventional sense. Despite this, many writers on
the history of Iranian literature, such as Edward Brown and Zabihullah Safa
and others, have discussed the spread of Persian literature in Azerbaijan in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH within the framework of their work, but their
material is not very useful for this research. Badi’ al-Zaman Forozanfar also
included discussions related to Asadi and Qatran under the Seljuk era, which
is incorrect; Because Qatran has been writing poetry for the rulers of Arran
since at least 421 AH, when the Seljuks had not yet come to power. Abdul
Hossein Zarrinkoob also briefly spoke in the first chapter of Pir Ganja about
the cultural situation of Arran, and especially the city of Ganja, before the
emergence of the Ganjavi army. He analyzed the cultural situation of Ganja
more from the perspective of the consequences of the "Ghaza", that is, the
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war between Muslims and the infidels. Despite the importance of
Zarrinkoob's perspective, there are sometimes mistakes in his work. In recent
years, several other studies have been conducted that are closer to the subject
of this article than the above. The introduction to Divan Qatran by Mahmoud
Abedi and colleagues, although it contains good points about Qatran Tabrizi,
contains several serious historical errors that cause the reader to err. This
study, which was conducted based on the approach of cultural history,
showed that it is possible to recognize the cultural developments of Arran in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH by citing literary texts. During this period, Dari
Persian became the language of the court and poetry of Arran, and pre-
Islamic political culture gradually spread among the rulers of Arran. Reciting
the Shahnameh and using the Rijal of the Shahnameh as a behavioral and
intellectual model for the kings of Arran became a common practice among
poets. Despite this, a balance was established between Islamic and ancient
culture, and nationalism did not have a chance to penetrate. Religious
festivals and customs such as Ramadan and Qurban were celebrated
alongside ancient festivals such as Nowruz and Mehregan. The naming
system was also a combination of Islamic names such as Fazl and Ali and
ancient names such as Shapur, Anushirvan, and Lashkari. The people spoke
Persian, Kurdish, Daylami, Arabic, and Arran languages, and were
influenced by neighboring Roman, Armenian, and Georgian cultures. The
cultural other in Arran was influenced by religious conflict, mostly by
Georgians, Armenians, and Abkhazians. Finally, with the Seljuk invasion,
the cultural fabric of Arran changed, and the nomadic Turkmen weakened
the urban and sedentary culture.

Given that the author's work was largely descriptive, it is essential that more
analytical work be done in this area in the future. Any analysis must be
based on historical data, and since the data in this article is limited, the
analytical capacity will also be limited, and the analysis has been done as far
as this capacity allows. | hope that in the future, by identifying new sources,
more descriptive and consequently analytical work will be done, and the
research shortcomings in this area will be addressed.

Keywords: Cultural history, Arran, Native customs and traditions, Persian
language, Shahnameh tradition.



