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Abstract

One of the best ways to understand various
phenomena related to political and economic
structures, as well as the public and social culture, is
to examine the perspectives of individuals who
evaluate these phenomena as external observers.
Therefore, studying the works left behind by
travelers and tourists who visited Guilan for various
purposes and recorded their experiences in
travelogues or memoirs is of great importance. The
main research question addressed in the present
study is: How were the religious practices of Guilanis
reflected in the travelogues of the Qajar era? In the
present study, using quantitative content analysis, an
effort was made to explore and represent the
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religious practices and symbols mentioned in
European travelogues from the Qajar period, with the
aim of gaining a deeper understanding of Guilan's
social  history.  Theoretically, using  Stuart
Hall's Theory of Representation, selected indicators
and categories were examined within the
geographical context of Guilan, as seen through the
eyes of thirteen European travel writers—those who
either resided in Guilan or passed through the region
at certain times. The obtained data were categorized
into three main themes including "Rituals and
Symbols" (with the highest frequency of indicators
such as religious sites, prayers and supplications, and
attention to prophets), "Religious Laws" (with the
highest frequency of indicators such as women's
veiling, the impurity of non-Muslims, and alcohol
consumption), and "Religions™ (focusing on Islam
and Christianity).

Keywords: Hall’s representation, religious practices,
travelogue, Qajar era, Guilan.
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The Reflection of Religious Practices and Symbols of
Guilanis in Qajar-era Travelogues

Extended Abstract

Introduction: One of the most effective ways to understand various
phenomena related to political and economic structures, as well as
public and social culture, is to examine the perspectives of external
observers. Travelers and explorers who visited Guilan for various
purposes and documented their experiences in travelogues or memoirs
provide valuable insights into these aspects.

During the Qajar period, Iran's interactions with certain advanced and
powerful nations seeking a stronger presence in the region expanded
significantly. As a result, Iranians encountered foreigners from distant
lands, a situation that—whether intentionally or unintentionally—
shaped social structures, values, and everyday life, leading to
significant transformations during this historical period. Given its
proximity to Russia and access to maritime routes to the West, Guilan
held particular strategic importance.

This study employs Stuart Hall’s theory of reflexivity to analyze the
religious practices and symbols reflected in these travelogues. Hall
emphasizes the complexity of representation. Accordingly, the central
research question is: How are the religious practices of Guilanians
portrayed in Qajar-era travelogues?

Methodology: This study utilizes quantitative content analysis to
examine the travel accounts of 13 European travelers, including
Joubert, Rabino, Serna, Melgunov, Binder, Mackenzie, Orsel,
Kasakovsky, René, Anne, Nikitin, Marchenko, and Brugsch.

The unit of analysis in this research is the paragraph. All religious
concepts, references, and indicators mentioned in the travelogues were
identified. Through open coding, relevant sentences and phrases
aligned with the study’s objectives were extracted. Subsequently, axial
coding was applied to eliminate redundant codes and merge
overlapping ones.

Finally, by categorizing selected concepts and conducting initial and
selective coding, three main categories within the study’s religious
framework were identified:

1-Rituals and Religious Symbols (7 operational indicators)

2-Islamic Rulings (8 operational indicators)

3-Religions (4 operational indicators)

Analyzing these categories enables the researcher to address the
study’s research questions and objectives effectively.

Findings: The collected data were categorized into three main
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themes: "Rituals and Symbols", "Islamic Rulings", and "Religions".
The findings indicate that within the "Rituals and Symbols "category,
the most frequently referenced elements were religious sites, followed
by mentions of prayers and supplications, prophets and imams, and
clergy. In the "Islamic Rulings "category, travel writers most
frequently discussed the concept of hijab (veiling), the impurity of
non-Muslims, and alcohol consumption.

Within the "Religions "category, Islam was the most frequently
mentioned religion, followed by Christianity. Among the travelogues
examined, Rabino (26.1%), Carla Serena (17.4%), and Nikitin (14%)
dedicated the highest proportion of their accounts to religious aspects
of Guilan.

Discussion and Conclusion: The operational indicators and
subcategories extracted from the selected travelogues reflect key
aspects of the culture, beliefs, behaviors, and religious life of this
region. While some representations may provide accurate depictions
of reality, others are shaped by the intentions and perspectives of the
writer, influenced by their personal background, social position, and
objectives. The views, interpretations, and religious details highlighted
in these travelogues often reveal the author’s ideological stance,
intellectual outlook, and social class, which in turn influence their
judgment, narrative style, choice of events, and even linguistic
expressions.

The study of Iranian customs, traditions, and religious practices has
long been of interest to travelers and Orientalists. Examining the
portrayal of Iranian society in historical travelogues provides valuable
insights into how foreign travelers have represented the people and
culture of Guilan.

For future research, it is recommended to:

-Compare the findings from Guilan’s travelogues with those from
other regions of Iran.

-Apply both quantitative and qualitative content analysis methods in
historical studies.

-Explore additional themes in travelogues beyond religious aspects.

Keywords: Hall’s representation, religious practices, travelogue,
Qajar era, Guilan.



