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Abstract

The present article examines the role of the Gilani
constitutional movement in shaping intellectual and
political radicalism during Iran's constitutional era. The
Constitutional Revolution ushered Iran into a new age;
while European constitutionalism was based on secularism
and humanism, Iranian constitutionalism sought to
reconcile tradition and modernity. The Iranian
Constitutional Revolution was a justice-seeking and anti-
despotic movement aimed at establishing the rule of law
and limiting the Shah's power. This movement influenced
not only Iran but also its surrounding regions. The Gilani
constitutional movement, particularly in the second phase
of the Constitutional Revolution, played a crucial role in
weakening Qajar despotism and reviving constitutionalism
through a radical approach. By employing violent means
and organizing revolutionary forces—especially during
the conquest of Tehran—Gilanis significantly impacted
the political and social developments of the time. On this
basis, the following questions arise: What historical role
did Gilanis play in the constitutional movement, and what
were the defining characteristics of the Gilani
Constitutionalism? This article investigates the role of
Gilani figures, associations, and press in shaping the social
radicalism of the constitutional era. Additionally, it
explores the influence of Gilan’s geography, economy,
and international connections as key factors in this study.
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Inspired by Caucasian and European social democratic
thought—particularly during the Minor Despotism—
Gilanis gravitated toward radicalism and ultimately played
a pivotal role in forming the second parliament and
consolidating Iran’s parliamentary system. Through
historical documents and sources, using an analytical-
historical method and relying on archival and library data,
this article demonstrates that Gilani Constitutionalism was
not merely a local movement but an influential force in
Iran’s modern intellectual and political transformations.
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Radicalism and the Gilani Constitutional Movement: Examining
the Role of Gilanis in Iran's Revolutionary Developments

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The present article examines the role of the Gilani
constitutional movement in shaping intellectual and political radicalism
during Iran's Constitutional Era. The Constitutional Revolution marked
the dawn of a new age for Iran. While European constitutionalism was
founded on secularism and humanism, its Iranian constitutionalism
sought to reconcile tradition and modernity. The Iranian Constitutional
Revolution emerged as a justice-seeking, anti-despotic movement with
the goal of establishing the rule of law and limiting the Shah's power.
This movement influenced not only Iran but also its surrounding
regions. The Gilani constitutional movement was politically rooted in
radicalism—though the radicalism of the Constitutional Era differed
significantly from the communism-induced radical movements of the
Pahlavi period. Ideologically, radicalism refers to a set of political, social,
or religious beliefs and actions that demand fundamental, rapid, and
often revolutionary changes to existing structures. Radicals typically
seek profound transformations in political, economic, or social systems
and may employ unconventional methods to achieve their goals.
Politically, they are rarely satisfied with gradual reforms and instead
push for swift and deep-seated change. In terms of fighting tactics, they
utilize methods such as street protests, civil disobedience, or even
violence to advance their objectives. Radicals are often fierce critics of
ruling systems and power structures. Although the revolutionary
movement of Gilani constitutionalism stemmed from the broader
constitutional struggle, it embodied many fundamental radical
characteristics. From their uprising against Gilan’s governor in
February 1909 to the conquest of Tehran in July 1909, the Mujahideen
(revolutionary fighters) of Gilan based their struggle on radical
ideologies. Geographically, this study primarily focuses on
developments in the city of Rasht, while its temporal scope spans from
the Minor Despotism to the conquest of Tehran. However, since events
in Rasht were closely linked to other cities in Gilan, the entire province
inevitably falls within the study’s purview. The historical period under
examination covers political and social developments in Gilan from
February 1909 to the conquest of Tehran on July 22, 1909. This study
addresses the following questions: What historical role did Gilanis play
in the constitutional movement, and what were the defining
characterisitcs of Gilani constitutionalism? The article investigates the
influence of Gilani figures, associations, and the press on the social
radicalism of the Constitutional Era. Additionally, it explores the impact
of Gilan’s geography, economy, and international connections as key
factors in this study. Inspired by Caucasian and European social
democratic thought—particularly during the Minor Despotism—
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Gilanis gravitated toward radicalism and ultimately played a pivotal
role in establishing the second parliament and consolidating Iran’s
parliamentary system. Through an analysis of historical documents and
sources, this article demonstrates that Gilani Constitutionalism was not
merely a local movement but a transformative force in Iran’s modern
intellectual and political evolution.

Method: This study employs a historical-analytical method, utilizing
library resources and archival documents.

Findings: The findings reveal that Gilan, as one of the pivotal centers of
the Constitutional Movement, played a significant role in shaping and
advancing the movement. This role can be analyzed from both
geographical and intellectual perspectives. Due to its proximity to the
Caucasus and Russia, Gilan served as a gateway for revolutionary and
modern ideas entering Iran. Its strategic position made it a hub for the
exchange of social democratic and revolutionary ideologies from the
Caucasus and Europe. These connections exposed Gilanis—particularly
in Rasht—to new concepts such as democracy, freedom, and equality,
which they actively incorporated into the Constitutional Movement.
Gilan is recognized as one of the primary centers of radicalism within
the Constitutional Movement. This radicalism was shaped by historical
peasant uprisings and social protests in the region. During the
Constitutional Era, Gilanis adopted a revolutionary and radical
approach in their struggle against Qajar despotism, playing a crucial
role in the conquest of Tehran and the restoration of constitutional rule.
The radicalism of Gilani constitutionalism was influential not only in
military struggles but also in intellectual and cultural spheres so that the
Gilani press and associations functioned as platforms for revolutionary
radicalism. Unique characteristics of the Gilani Constitutional
Movement included its international outlook, the active participation of
various social groups and guilds, and its emphasis on principles such as
freedom, equality, and the rule of law. These traits elevated Gilan from a
local movement to a vanguard force in Iran's Constitutional Revolution.
Finally, Gilani constitutionalism not only contributed to the overthrow
of Qajar despotism but also left a profound impact on Iran's modern
intellectual and political developments. This movement demonstrated
how a region, through a combination of revolutionary radicalism and
modern thought, contribute to fundamental changes in a nation's
political and social structures.

Keywords: Gilan, Constitutionalism, Freedom, Social Democracy,
Radicalism.



