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Abstract

National anthems are concise and coherent texts that
encapsulate a nation's identity perception during a
specific period in the modern era. The various
national anthems of Iran also represent one or more
identity perceptions. This research, employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and discourse
analysis methodology, addresses the following
question: How has the national identity of Iranians in
the modern era been represented in the texts of Iran's
national anthems from the Qajar period to the
present? The findings indicate that Iranian national
anthems from the Qajar era to the present encompass
four types of identity or identity discourses:
threshold identity (Qajar period), monarchical
identity (Pahlavi era), value-based identity (post-
revolution), and existential (patriotic) identity. Each
identity discourse also consists of four "structural”
elements: the form of government (political system),
ideology, homeland, and people. However, each
identity discourse has only one intrinsic element: the
intrinsic element in monarchical identity is the
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"king," in patriotic identity it is the "homeland," and
in revolutionary value-based identity, it is "justice or
truth." The nature of place (Iran as a location) differs
in each of these discourses: in the monarchical
discourse, place is a site for governance; in the
patriotic discourse, it is a space for living; and in the
revolutionary discourse, it serves as a value-based
platform for disseminating a message.

Keywords: Iran, identity, national identity, modern era,
national anthem, discourse.
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Representation of Iranians’ National Identity in National
Anthems

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study examines Iran’s national anthems, which
concisely and coherently express the collective will of a nation, to
determine whether these anthems reflect a singular, unified identity or
represent multiple identities.

Method: Six Iranian national anthems were selected for discourse
analysis: the wordless anthem from the late Qajar era, the Pahlavi-era
anthem (covering both Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah's
reigns), two unofficial  patriotic  anthems ("Nameh  Javid-e
Vatan" and "Ey Iran"), composed by artists devoted to their homeland
and occasionally used temporarily as official anthems, and two post-
Islamic Revolution (1979) national anthems.

Findings: Before the modern era, identity had a transcendental
nature with a hierarchical, pyramid-like structure, where the lifeworld
of its subjects was shaped by the metaphysical struggle between good
and evil. In transcendental identity, place was mythologized—as seen
in the Shahnameh, where Iran’s borders were defined by the arrow
shot by Arash beyond the Jeyhun River. In traditional identity
discourse, the pyramid’s base consisted of subjects (ra'iyat), while the
apex was occupied by the king (the "Shadow of God"). This study
identifies four types of modern Iranian identity in national anthems:
Threshold Identity (Pre-Identity or Zero Identity)
The Qajar-era anthem lacks lyrics and was composed by a European
artist in 1873 (1252 SH). This indicates the absence of internal
identity-forming capacities at the time. The anthem functions as a pre-
text, containing a proto-identity that could evolve into a marked
identity in the following periods. Hence, it can be termed "threshold
identity," "zero identity," or "pre-identity."

Monarchical Identity: The Pahlavi-era anthem (composed in 1933
under Reza Shah’s order) places the king—depicted in a godlike,
transcendental manner (evident in the term "Shah-parasti"—Xking-
worship)—at the top of the identity hierarchy. Iran’s relationship with
the world is passive and based on supplication: "We seek nothing from
the world but the right (haqg).” Here, haqg (justice/right) refers to
the right to rule, and Iran is presented as a "realm" (molk)—a space
where monarchy prevails. This reflects the international challenges to
Iranian sovereignty at the time.
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Patriotic Identity: The patriotic anthems introduce a pluralistic
approach to  national identity: "4/l  with one name and
sign." The homeland emerges as the central textual element, with Iran
being depicted as a place for living, where people thrive in joy and
prosperity.

Value-Based/Revolutionary Identity: The first official anthem of the
Islamic Republic (1979) adopts a distinctly Islamic
ideological approach, shifting focus from the "king" (dominant in the
Pahlavi anthem) to "us" (the people).

The second post-revolution anthem (1992) portrays Iran as
an outward-facing revolutionary base. The discourse takes an active
stance, interpreting hag not as the "right to rule" but as "truth"
(hagiqat)}—a message from the East (Khavaran) to the West
(exporting the revolution). This message is "shouted" at the world,
making it inherently confrontational.

Conclusion: The study reveals that the evolution of national identity
discourse in modern Iran began with a threshold identity and
expanded into three distinct discourses: monarchical, patriotic, and
revolutionary/value-based. Each national identity discourse centers on
a core element that defines its articulation (see Table 1).

Table 1: Core elements of Iranian national identity in national anthems

National Identity Discourse | Core Element
Pre-Identity —
Monarchical "King"
Patriotic "Homeland"
Revolutionary 1 "Us" (the people)
Revolutionary 2 "Truth"

Keywords: Iran, identity, national identity, modern era, national
anthem, discourse.



