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Abstract

The discovery and export of oil in recent decades led to
the industrialization of Kharg Island, imposing massive
transformations on the lives of its indigenous community.
Acknowledging the overlooked adaptation of the native
people to these changes—particularly their impact on
women—this study primarily attempts to examine the
influence of the oil industry on the transition of entire
indigenous society in Kharg from tradition to modernity.
To achieve this in-depth understanding, a descriptive-
analytical approach was adopted, utilizing oral history
methodology based on semi-structured, in-depth
interviews with seven elderly indigenous women as their
narratives, as the voices of the subaltern, provide a
comprehensive insight into the transformations of the
entire society, revealing hidden dimensions of these
changes through a gender studies lens inspired by Joan
Scott’s approach. The findings indicate that the
establishment of the oil industry resulted in a more open
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social environment, changes in lifestyle (including food
and clothing), the introduction of technology in the
cultural sphere, and fundamental shifts in business and
economic prosperity. This research also highlights the
differing impacts of industrialization on men and women,
as well as the contrast in their status during the Pahlavi
and Islamic Republic eras.

Keywords: Kharg, oil industry, women, indigenous people,
tradition and modernity, gender, subaltern, narrative.
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The Indigenous Women’s Narrative of Kharg on the
Relationship Between Tradition and Modernity in the
Development of the Oil Industry

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The discovery and export of oil in recent decades led to the
industrialization of Kharg Island, imposing massive transformations on the
lives of its indigenous community. In fact, a political-economic decision by
the Pahlavi regime in the late 1950s to convert Kharg into Iran’s oil export
terminal drastically altered the fate of the island and its native inhabitants.
Recognizing the neglect of indigenous adaptation to these changes—
especially their impact on women—this study focuses on examining the
influence of the oil industry on the transition of Kharg’s entire indigenous
society from tradition to modernity. Their narratives, as the voices of the
subaltern, reflect a comprehensive perspective on societal transformations
and uncover hidden aspects of these developments.

Method: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, using oral
history methodology based on semi-structured, in-depth interviews with
seven elderly indigenous women, analyzed through a gender studies
framework inspired by Joan Scott.

Findings: The findings, based on the accounts of elderly indigenous
women, reveal that the establishment and expansion of the oil industry
brought about extensive changes to various aspects of the islanders’ lives,
significantly shifting them from their traditional background toward a
modern lifestyle.

Discussion and conclusion: The comprehensive results of the present
study show that the indigenous society of Kharg underwent widespread
changes due to the oil industry, all pointing toward modernization in the
island’s community. In the socio-cultural dimension, the oil industry led to
a more open social environment, changes in lifestyle (including food and
clothing), and the introduction of modern technology into households. In
the economic dimension, industrialization resulted in fundamental shifts in
business, increasing prosperity and wealth among the native population.
The rise of industrial jobs enhanced family economic security and
alleviated the heavy burden of providing subsistence by women, who had
previously played a significant role in the subsistence economy. In the
political-security dimension, the women’s narratives revealed their
experiences of regime changes (Pahlavi and Islamic Republic) and the
devastating effects of the imposed war (such as displacement and
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psychological trauma). These experiences reflect the heightened
vulnerability of women during large-scale political-security crises.
However, the significant challenges emerging from these transformations
cannot be ignored. These challenges included the spread of addiction and
its impact on families, cultural conflicts (such as differences in attitudes
toward indigenous and corporate women’s clothing), and gender
inequalities (such as domestic violence and discrimination between native
and corporate workers). Finally, the results of the present study show that
industrialization of Kharg was a multifaceted process that not only led to
visible socio-economic changes but also deeply influenced cultural and
gender structures.

Keywords: Kharg, oil industry, women, indigenous people, tradition
and modernity, gender, subaltern, narrative.



