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Abstract

Violence against children is a historical phenomenon
observed not only in Iranian society but across all societies
and historical periods. Despite the varied and scattered
definitions of violence, it can be understood as any form
of physical, emotional, or psychological harm inflicted
upon an individual, with specific consequences. In Qajar-
era lIran, violence against children emerged from a
complex interplay of factors rooted in the political,
economic, social, and cultural structures of the time. Thus,
the main purpose of the present study was to investigate
the factors contributing to violence against children and its
various manifestations in the Qajar period, based on Johan
Galtung’s theory of violence. This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library-based
data collection. Findings from foreign travelogues of the
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Qajar era revealed different forms of violence against
children, including direct, structural, and cultural violence.
Direct violence included child massacres and physical
punishment, which were prevalent in both society and
families. Structural violence manifested itself through
poverty, lack of access to education, healthcare, and other
basic necessities for children. Meanwhile, cultural
violence was evident in the institutionalization of values
and norms that legitimized discrimination and the
humiliation of children in the Qajar society.
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Examining the Phenomenon of Violence Against
Children in Qajar Iran Based on
Johan Galtung’s Theory
(A Case Study of Foreign Travelogues from
the Qajar Era)

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Violence against children is a deeply rooted
phenomenon in the Iranian history. It took various forms during the
Qajar period, ranging from murder and exploitation to deprivation of
basic needs. Foreign travelogues from the Qajar era serve as valuable
sources for examining this issue, as they document different aspects of
children’s lives, including structural, cultural, and direct violence
against them. This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
along with Johan Galtung’s theory of violence (encompassing direct,
structural, and cultural violence), to analyze instances and
perpetuating factors of violence against children during this period.
The central research question is: What forms did violence against
children take in the Qajar era, and what factors contributed to its
formation and persistence? By examining foreign travelogues and
matching them against Galtung’s theory, this research seeks to address
the existing gaps in the literature.

Method: This study is designed to explore the factors and types of
violence against children in the Qajar period, based on Johan
Galtung’s theory. It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and was
carried out using library-based research methods.

Findings: Children in the Qajar era were silent victims of structural,
cultural, and direct violence. Research indicates that they were
subjected to various forms of violence, including murder, physical
punishment, sale into slavery, forced labor, and deprivation of
education. Widespread poverty, an unjust economic system, and
political instability exacerbated these conditions. Foreign travel
writers who visited Iran during this period documented these harsh
realities in detail. Gender discrimination against girls, early marriages,
and superstitious beliefs also constituted hidden forms of violence
against children. These conditions not only affected the lives and
wellbeing of children at the time but also had long-term negative
impacts on Iran’s social structure.
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Discussion and conclusion: Violence against children in the Qajar
era was a multidimensional phenomenon, manifesting itself in direct
forms (murder, physical punishment), structural forms (poverty, child
labor), and cultural forms (gender discrimination, superstitions). These
forms of violence stemmed from dysfunctional political structures,
unjust economic systems, and discriminatory social norms. Foreign
travelogues effectively documented these realities, demonstrating that
children were the primary victims of this system. Investigating this
issue not only sheds light on a dark chapter of the Iranian history but
also provides a deeper understanding of the effects of systematic
violence on traditional societies.

Keywords: Violence, Johan Galtung, Children, Foreign travelogues
of the Qajar era.



