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Abstract

Throughout Iran's social history, some groups have
emerged with the aim of aiding the deprived classes and
those oppressed by the ruling power, particularly during
foreign invasions and periods of intensified murder and
plunder. The members of these groups have been referred
to in historical sources by various names such as Ahl-e
Fotowwat (the chivalrous), Ayyar (chivalrous), Luti,
Velgard (vagrant), and Mashdi. The social presence of
these groups was directly related to the degree of pressure
exerted by the ruling authority. Although they were
originally formed to assist the needy and the oppressed, on
the fringes of these groups, some individuals, under these
very titles, instead of helping the lower classes, themselves
became predatory forces, creating many problems for
society. The Qajar era, given its autocratic rule, is no
exception to this pattern. During this period, a group of
popular-minded Lutis formed to help the oppressed, while
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another faction exploited this guise to collude with rulers
in plundering the people. The central questions are what
social status Lutis held in Qajar period and what role they
played in the developments of this period, particularly the
Constitutional Movement. The present qualitative research
employed a descriptive-analytical approach based on
library sources to answer this question. The results show
that the Lutis acted as a powerful group influencing the
historical currents of this era. Their presence in Qajar
society during the Constitutional Movement had varied
effects: some rose to aid the people and sided with the
constitutionalists, while others exploited the chaotic
environment to engage in looting, killing, and pillaging.

Keywords: Lutis, Constitutionalism, Social developments,
Social insecurity, Qajar dynasty.
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The Social Status of Lutis and Their Role in the Political
Turmoil of the Qajar Era, with an Emphasis on the
Constitutional Revolution

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Iran's social history has witnessed the rise of groups
whose goal was to support and defend deprived classes against
governmental pressures, especially during foreign invasions and
outbreaks of turmoil. Among these groups are the Lutis, identified in
historical sources with titles such as Ahl-e Fotowwat (people of
chivalry), Ayyar (chivalrous), and Velgard (vagrant). The central issue
is what status Lutis held in Qajar society. A precise understanding of
the complex role of Lutis in modern Iranian history is essential for
gaining a better understanding of power interactions, social crises, and
political developments, and it addresses a research gap concerning the
impact of these groups on the country's historical and social
transformations. This article was written with the aim of elucidating
the influence of the Lutis on the process of constitutionalism,
autocratic rule, and power shifts, to recognize the role they played in
Iran's social dynamics and historical crises. The question is whether
the Lutis played a role in the developments of this period, particularly
the Constitutional Movement. It is hypothesized that the Lutis had a
dual role in modern Iranian history; on the one hand, they were
defenders of justice and supporters of the lower classes, and on the
other, they functioned as mobsters and tools of the autocrats' power,
having a destructive social impact.

Literature Review: Not many studies have been conducted on Lutis;
however, the books of Willem Floor and Vanessa Martin contain
significant material on Iran's social history and the Lutis. The study by
Mohammad Reza Javadi Yeganeh on the principles and practices of Qajar-
era Lutis, and articles by Khatereh Esmizadeh, Mohammad Reza Alam,
and Seyed Hossein Razavi Khorasani provide useful information on the
role and status of Lutis in the Constitutional Movement. Mohammad Reza
Nasiri et al. examined the role of Lutis in the riots of Isfahan during the
reigns of the first three Qajar kings. Each of these studies contains valuable
material related to this article and has been utilized herein. However, the
present article seeks to provide a more comprehensive analysis, placing
greater emphasis on the dual constructive or destructive role of the Lutis
during the Qajar and Reza Shah periods. In this way, this article tries to
complete and deepen previous findings in this field.

Research Method: This qualitative study conducted using a descriptive-
analytical approach. Data was collected and analyzed from historical
documents, books, and articles. Using library research methods, the social
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status and role of Lutis in the Qajar period and the Constitutional
Movement were investigated.

Findings: Regarding the presence and nature of Lutis in the Qajar era, the
findings revealed that the term "Lu#i" had contradictory meanings; on the
one hand, it referred to street performers, dancers, gamblers, and thugs, and
on the other, to a populist group with Zurkhaneh (house of strength)
principles and chivalrous ethics who helped the impoverished. In the Qajar
period, Lutis were divided into two groups: the populist, justice-seeking,
and neighborhood guardians, and the anti-populist, bullying, and
murderous faction. Their leaders received the title Luti-bashi (head of
Lutis) from the Shah and had an active presence in economic and social
relations. The specific attire, behavioral customs, and recreations of the
Lutis were also identified. Lutis held influence and power in various
Iranian cities such as Isfahan, Shiraz, and Tehran, and whenever
governments were weak, they assumed the role of quasi-local rulers.
Sometimes, with the support of Qajar kings, they engaged in rebellion and
insurrection against parts of society, causing insecurity and turmoil.

It was also found that Lutis played a significant role in the Constitutional
era and were mobilized by autocrats to confront constitutionalists. They
played active roles in events such as the shooting of protesters at the
Sepahsalar Mosque, the incident in Toopkhaneh Square, and street clashes.
Conversely, Lutis played an important role in the events of Tabriz. Despite
their organization and loyalty, they were influential in the political and
social affairs of their neighborhoods. Famous figures like Sattar Khan and
Bager Khan were also populist Lutis who played key roles in opposing
anti-constitutionalist forces and the repressive government. Although in
Tabriz, anti-populist Lutis continued to play a part in the unrest, the Tabriz
Association and constitutional forces, with the help of populist Lutis,
managed to maintain a degree of order in the city. After the 1921 coup
d'état, Lutis continued to play an effective role in political developments.
During Reza Khan's era, he initially utilized Lutis and thugs, part of the
marginalized and urban vagrant population, to consolidate power and
suppress opponents. After 1925 and his accession to the throne, he
imposed stricter control over them. The organized presence of Lutis within
the police and security forces helped Reza Shah suppress his opponents.
There are documented instances of these groups' involvement in inciting
riots, torturing prostitutes, supporting republicanism, and suppressing
opposition. Lutis also incited people during critical situations like the
Bread Riots, which ended with Reza Khan's intervention.

Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that the Lutis had complex
and contradictory facets during the Qajar period. In addition to their
cultural and social roles, such as participation in ceremonies and
Zurkhaneh activities, they played an important political role that
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sometimes led to rebellion and insecurity. These groups became seriously
involved in the political calculations of the Constitutional era, becoming
tools for both pro- and anti-constitutionalist factions, which increased
violence and unrest. In the developments following the 1921 coup, the
Lutis first served as representatives of the deprived and marginalized
classes at the service of consolidating Reza Khan's power. However, with
the consolidation of the monarchy, this relationship was severed, and direct
control was imposed upon them. This process signifies a gradual shift from
the militarization of society by libertarian and justice-seeking Lutis to a
government with strict control over social forces and the establishment of
security through authoritarian means. Thus, the Lutis symbolize the dual
social condition of Iran during its transition from traditional systems to
modernity—groups that, in conditions of weak central government, played
contradictory roles between populist heroism and antisocial villainy. A
careful examination and understanding of the role of these groups
contributes to a better understanding of the power structure and crises of
the Iranian society and demonstrates that Iranian contemporary history
would be incomplete without considering the role of Lutis and similar
social forces.

Keywords: Lutis, Constitutionalism, Social developments, Social
insecurity, Qajar dynasty.






