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Radicalism and the Gilani Constitutional Movement:
Examining the Role of Gilanis in Iran's Revolutionary
Developments

Abbas Panahi'

Abstract

The present article examines the role of the Gilani
constitutional movement in shaping intellectual and
political radicalism during Iran's constitutional era. The
Constitutional Revolution ushered Iran into a new age;
while European constitutionalism was based on secularism
and humanism, Iranian constitutionalism sought to
reconcile tradition and modernity. The Iranian
Constitutional Revolution was a justice-seeking and anti-
despotic movement aimed at establishing the rule of law
and limiting the Shah's power. This movement influenced
not only Iran but also its surrounding regions. The Gilani
constitutional movement, particularly in the second phase
of the Constitutional Revolution, played a crucial role in
weakening Qajar despotism and reviving constitutionalism
through a radical approach. By employing violent means
and organizing revolutionary forces—especially during
the conquest of Tehran—Gilanis significantly impacted
the political and social developments of the time. On this
basis, the following questions arise: What historical role
did Gilanis play in the constitutional movement, and what
were the defining characteristics of the Gilani
Constitutionalism? This article investigates the role of
Gilani figures, associations, and press in shaping the social
radicalism of the constitutional era. Additionally, it
explores the influence of Gilan’s geography, economy,
and international connections as key factors in this study.
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Inspired by Caucasian and European social democratic
thought—particularly during the Minor Despotism—
Gilanis gravitated toward radicalism and ultimately played
a pivotal role in forming the second parliament and
consolidating Iran’s parliamentary system. Through
historical documents and sources, using an analytical-
historical method and relying on archival and library data,
this article demonstrates that Gilani Constitutionalism was
not merely a local movement but an influential force in
Iran’s modern intellectual and political transformations.

Keywords: Gilan, Constitutionalism, Freedom, Social
Democracy, Radicalism.
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Radicalism and the Gilani Constitutional Movement: Examining
the Role of Gilanis in Iran's Revolutionary Developments

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The present article examines the role of the Gilani
constitutional movement in shaping intellectual and political radicalism
during Iran's Constitutional Era. The Constitutional Revolution marked
the dawn of a new age for Iran. While European constitutionalism was
founded on secularism and humanism, its Iranian constitutionalism
sought to reconcile tradition and modernity. The Iranian Constitutional
Revolution emerged as a justice-seeking, anti-despotic movement with
the goal of establishing the rule of law and limiting the Shah's power.
This movement influenced not only Iran but also its surrounding
regions. The Gilani constitutional movement was politically rooted in
radicalism—though the radicalism of the Constitutional Era differed
significantly from the communism-induced radical movements of the
Pahlavi period. Ideologically, radicalism refers to a set of political, social,
or religious beliefs and actions that demand fundamental, rapid, and
often revolutionary changes to existing structures. Radicals typically
seek profound transformations in political, economic, or social systems
and may employ unconventional methods to achieve their goals.
Politically, they are rarely satisfied with gradual reforms and instead
push for swift and deep-seated change. In terms of fighting tactics, they
utilize methods such as street protests, civil disobedience, or even
violence to advance their objectives. Radicals are often fierce critics of
ruling systems and power structures. Although the revolutionary
movement of Gilani constitutionalism stemmed from the broader
constitutional struggle, it embodied many fundamental radical
characteristics. From their uprising against Gilan’s governor in
February 1909 to the conquest of Tehran in July 1909, the Mujahideen
(revolutionary fighters) of Gilan based their struggle on radical
ideologies. Geographically, this study primarily focuses on
developments in the city of Rasht, while its temporal scope spans from
the Minor Despotism to the conquest of Tehran. However, since events
in Rasht were closely linked to other cities in Gilan, the entire province
inevitably falls within the study’s purview. The historical period under
examination covers political and social developments in Gilan from
February 1909 to the conquest of Tehran on July 22, 1909. This study
addresses the following questions: What historical role did Gilanis play
in the constitutional movement, and what were the defining
characterisitcs of Gilani constitutionalism? The article investigates the
influence of Gilani figures, associations, and the press on the social
radicalism of the Constitutional Era. Additionally, it explores the impact
of Gilan’s geography, economy, and international connections as key
factors in this study. Inspired by Caucasian and European social
democratic thought—particularly during the Minor Despotism—
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Gilanis gravitated toward radicalism and ultimately played a pivotal
role in establishing the second parliament and consolidating Iran’s
parliamentary system. Through an analysis of historical documents and
sources, this article demonstrates that Gilani Constitutionalism was not
merely a local movement but a transformative force in Iran’s modern
intellectual and political evolution.

Method: This study employs a historical-analytical method, utilizing
library resources and archival documents.

Findings: The findings reveal that Gilan, as one of the pivotal centers of
the Constitutional Movement, played a significant role in shaping and
advancing the movement. This role can be analyzed from both
geographical and intellectual perspectives. Due to its proximity to the
Caucasus and Russia, Gilan served as a gateway for revolutionary and
modern ideas entering Iran. Its strategic position made it a hub for the
exchange of social democratic and revolutionary ideologies from the
Caucasus and Europe. These connections exposed Gilanis—particularly
in Rasht—to new concepts such as democracy, freedom, and equality,
which they actively incorporated into the Constitutional Movement.
Gilan is recognized as one of the primary centers of radicalism within
the Constitutional Movement. This radicalism was shaped by historical
peasant uprisings and social protests in the region. During the
Constitutional Era, Gilanis adopted a revolutionary and radical
approach in their struggle against Qajar despotism, playing a crucial
role in the conquest of Tehran and the restoration of constitutional rule.
The radicalism of Gilani constitutionalism was influential not only in
military struggles but also in intellectual and cultural spheres so that the
Gilani press and associations functioned as platforms for revolutionary
radicalism. Unique characteristics of the Gilani Constitutional
Movement included its international outlook, the active participation of
various social groups and guilds, and its emphasis on principles such as
freedom, equality, and the rule of law. These traits elevated Gilan from a
local movement to a vanguard force in Iran's Constitutional Revolution.
Finally, Gilani constitutionalism not only contributed to the overthrow
of Qajar despotism but also left a profound impact on Iran's modern
intellectual and political developments. This movement demonstrated
how a region, through a combination of revolutionary radicalism and
modern thought, contribute to fundamental changes in a nation's
political and social structures.

Keywords: Gilan, Constitutionalism, Freedom, Social Democracy,
Radicalism.
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The Portuguese Image of the Persian Gulf: Analyzing
Portugal’s Colonial Motives in Mapping the Persian Gulf
(16th—17th Centuries CE / 10th—11th Centuries AH)!

Fatemeh Faridi Majid?

Abstract

Colonialism in Asia began with the arrival of the
Portuguese in the Persian Gulf in the 16th century CE
(10th century AH). Utilizing their naval fleet, advanced
technology, and fortified strongholds, the Portuguese
seized control of maritime trade. These events profoundly
influenced the history of the Persian Gulf, dividing it into
pre-colonial and post-colonial periods. By employing
cartographic methods, the Portuguese produced the first
accurate maps of the Persian Gulf, detailing coastlines,
islands, and ports. These maps were not only geographical
tools but also reflections of Portugal’s colonial ambitions
in the region. This research examines Portuguese maps
from the 16th and 17th centuries CE (10th—11th centuries
AH) through historical research methodology to
understand key concepts related to the Persian Gulf’s
history and their connection to Portugal’s colonial
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objectives. The study seeks to answer the following
question: What were the primary motives behind
Portugal’s creation of precise maps of the Persian Gulf,
and how did these maps reflect Portugal’s military-
economic priorities in the region? It seems that these
documents, aligned with Portugal’s interests in India such
as controlling trade routes highlighted certain strategic
points such as Hormuz in the eastern Persian Gulf while
neglecting coastal and hinterland areas. This selective
representation underscores the maps’ role as tools that
served Portugal’s political and colonial interests within the
framework of early colonial discourse.

Keywords: Persian Gulf, Portugal, historical maps,
colonialism.
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The Portuguese Image of the Persian Gulf: Analyzing Portugal’s
Colonial Motives in Mapping the Persian Gulf (16th—17th
Centuries CE / 10th—11th Centuries AH)

Extended Abstract

The present study examines Portuguese maps of the Persian Gulf during
the 16th—17th centuries CE (10th—11th centuries AH). The arrival of the
Portuguese in the region in 1507 CE marked the beginning of a new era in
the history of the Persian Gulf, dividing its political, economic, and
military developments into two distinct periods: pre-colonial and post-
colonial. The origins of these transformations can be traced back to Afonso
de Albuquerque’s arrival in Hormuz and the establishment of Portuguese
strongholds in the Persian Gulf. The speed and depth of changes in the
region during the early colonial period were so significant that these two
phases can be clearly distinguished. One of the most notable features of the
colonial approach was the systematic use of scientific and informational
tools—including geographical maps—to advance strategic objectives.
These maps, primarily based on field observations and precise surveys,
were not merely instruments for facilitating navigation but also served as
documents establishing and maintaining colonial dominance.

Given the Portuguese urgent need to accurately identify harbors and
maritime routes for their vast fleets, maps that provided precise
representations of coastlines and islands were of critical importance.
Thus, Portuguese cartography in the Persian Gulf can be seen as a
manifestation of the multidimensional functions of maps in serving
military, commercial, and political purposes. Analyzing these
documents not only reveals previously unknown aspects of Portugal’s
colonial strategies but also clarifies the Persian Gulf’s position within
the geopolitical framework of the colonial era.

From this perspective, research of this kind is highly significant
particularly since such studies are relatively rare in Persian-language
scholarship. Valuable works like ‘Persian, Arabic, and Turkish Documents
in the Portuguese National Archives on Hormuz and the Persian Gulf’
(Ghaemmaghami, 1975) or the seminal “The Portuguese in the Persian
Gulf” (Vosoughi, 2011), among others cited in this article, have primarily
focused on Portugal’s historical presence in the Persian Gulf and its related
documents. In ‘Portugal, the Persian Gulf, and Safavid Iran’, Zoltan
Biedermann examines the depiction of coastal indentations in Portuguese
maps of the Persian Gulf from a technical cartographic perspective (Matee,
2020). Research in other languages has also addressed Portugal’s presence,
its maps, and the Persian Gulf, with colonialism examined as a distinct
theme in these articles. For instance, Biedermann and Couto analyzed the
historical trajectory of Portuguese cartography outlining its key



1o | ...‘5)‘.&&“‘ ‘5‘.&0)’:&‘ 6}‘5‘} Ed"'Juch; )'| L&‘)Uﬁﬁ’ ﬂ},a}' |

characteristics (Biedermann & Couto, 2008). On the motivations behind
mapmaking, Chet Van Duzer’s research offers valuable insights (Duzer,
2021). However, the present study is innovative in that it employs
historical methodology to address the following questions:

What were the primary motives behind Portugal’s creation of precise
maps of the Persian Gulf?

How did these maps reflect Portugal’s geographic priorities in the region?
The findings of this study reveal that Portuguese maps, particularly
when compared to earlier examples, represent the first successful
attempts at accurately depicting the geographical realities of the
Persian Gulf's coastlines and islands. The absence of references to
Iran's inland regions in these maps underscores Portugal's exclusively
maritime and commercial orientation, which was in line with its
expansionist ambitions in India. Moreover, the widespread circulation
of these maps among Portuguese navigators and policymakers
demonstrates their multifaceted utility in guiding military operations,
trade planning, and political decision-making. Unprecedented
precision in coastal outlines, hydrographic details, and island
positioning, advanced marine surveying techniques, shifting strategic
focus—from Hormuz in early decades to Gambron, Bahrain, and
Basra in later periods, deliberate neglect of inland territories, use of
religious symbols or propagandistic imagery glorifying the Portuguese
crown in the symbolic images reflect Portugal's colonial mindset and
purely utilitarian approach in Portugal’s maps of the Persian Gulf.

The present study employs a comparative methodology, combining
archival document analysis with close examination of historical maps,
to address gaps in Iranian scholarship on the subject. Through an
interdisciplinary approach, it reveals previously unexplored
dimensions of colonial cartography in the Persian Gulf.

Among the key functions of Portuguese maps, we can mention generation
of geographic data (maps) for commercial-political exploitation and
justification of dominance by selective representation of regions like
Hormuz—with shifting emphasis to Gambron, Bahrain, and Basra as
political and economic priorities evolved. Accordingly, it can be stated that
Portuguese maps have been produced in the context of early colonial
discourse and have unique features like fusion of technical precision with
economic-political agendas, exclusive maritime focus with deliberate
neglect of Iranian hinterlands and those of other Persian Gulf countries,
and, finally, limited adaptability to changing colonial needs by adapting to
the changing colonial needs distinguishing these maps from those
produced by other colonial powers in the Persian Gulf.

Keywords: Persian Gulf, Portugal, historical maps, colonialism.
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Representation of Iranians’ National Identity in
National Anthems

Mohammad Hatefi !

Abstract

National anthems are concise and coherent texts that
encapsulate a nation's identity perception during a
specific period in the modern era. The various
national anthems of Iran also represent one or more
identity perceptions. This research, employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and discourse
analysis methodology, addresses the following
question: How has the national identity of Iranians in
the modern era been represented in the texts of Iran's
national anthems from the Qajar period to the
present? The findings indicate that Iranian national
anthems from the Qajar era to the present encompass
four types of identity or identity discourses:
threshold identity (Qajar period), monarchical
identity (Pahlavi era), value-based identity (post-
revolution), and existential (patriotic) identity. Each
identity discourse also consists of four "structural”
elements: the form of government (political system),
ideology, homeland, and people. However, each
identity discourse has only one intrinsic element: the
intrinsic element in monarchical identity is the
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"king," in patriotic identity it is the "homeland," and
in revolutionary value-based identity, it is "justice or
truth." The nature of place (Iran as a location) differs
in each of these discourses: in the monarchical
discourse, place is a site for governance; in the
patriotic discourse, it is a space for living; and in the
revolutionary discourse, it serves as a value-based
platform for disseminating a message.

Keywords: Iran, identity, national identity, modern era,
national anthem, discourse.
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Representation of Iranians’ National Identity in National
Anthems

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study examines Iran’s national anthems, which
concisely and coherently express the collective will of a nation, to
determine whether these anthems reflect a singular, unified identity or
represent multiple identities.

Method: Six Iranian national anthems were selected for discourse
analysis: the wordless anthem from the late Qajar era, the Pahlavi-era
anthem (covering both Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah's
reigns), two unofficial  patriotic  anthems ("Nameh  Javid-e
Vatan" and "Ey Iran"), composed by artists devoted to their homeland
and occasionally used temporarily as official anthems, and two post-
Islamic Revolution (1979) national anthems.

Findings: Before the modern era, identity had a transcendental
nature with a hierarchical, pyramid-like structure, where the lifeworld
of its subjects was shaped by the metaphysical struggle between good
and evil. In transcendental identity, place was mythologized—as seen
in the Shahnameh, where Iran’s borders were defined by the arrow
shot by Arash beyond the Jeyhun River. In traditional identity
discourse, the pyramid’s base consisted of subjects (ra'iyat), while the
apex was occupied by the king (the "Shadow of God"). This study
identifies four types of modern Iranian identity in national anthems:
Threshold Identity (Pre-Identity or Zero Identity)
The Qajar-era anthem lacks lyrics and was composed by a European
artist in 1873 (1252 SH). This indicates the absence of internal
identity-forming capacities at the time. The anthem functions as a pre-
text, containing a proto-identity that could evolve into a marked
identity in the following periods. Hence, it can be termed "threshold
identity," "zero identity," or "pre-identity."

Monarchical Identity: The Pahlavi-era anthem (composed in 1933
under Reza Shah’s order) places the king—depicted in a godlike,
transcendental manner (evident in the term "Shah-parasti"—Xking-
worship)—at the top of the identity hierarchy. Iran’s relationship with
the world is passive and based on supplication: "We seek nothing from
the world but the right (haqg).” Here, haqg (justice/right) refers to
the right to rule, and Iran is presented as a "realm" (molk)—a space
where monarchy prevails. This reflects the international challenges to
Iranian sovereignty at the time.
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Patriotic Identity: The patriotic anthems introduce a pluralistic
approach to  national identity: "4/l  with one name and
sign." The homeland emerges as the central textual element, with Iran
being depicted as a place for living, where people thrive in joy and
prosperity.

Value-Based/Revolutionary Identity: The first official anthem of the
Islamic Republic (1979) adopts a distinctly Islamic
ideological approach, shifting focus from the "king" (dominant in the
Pahlavi anthem) to "us" (the people).

The second post-revolution anthem (1992) portrays Iran as
an outward-facing revolutionary base. The discourse takes an active
stance, interpreting hag not as the "right to rule" but as "truth"
(hagiqat)}—a message from the East (Khavaran) to the West
(exporting the revolution). This message is "shouted" at the world,
making it inherently confrontational.

Conclusion: The study reveals that the evolution of national identity
discourse in modern Iran began with a threshold identity and
expanded into three distinct discourses: monarchical, patriotic, and
revolutionary/value-based. Each national identity discourse centers on
a core element that defines its articulation (see Table 1).

Table 1: Core elements of Iranian national identity in national anthems

National Identity Discourse | Core Element
Pre-Identity —
Monarchical "King"
Patriotic "Homeland"
Revolutionary 1 "Us" (the people)
Revolutionary 2 "Truth"

Keywords: Iran, identity, national identity, modern era, national
anthem, discourse.
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Thematic Analysis of Identity in the
Play Mazar-e-Sharif, from a Cultural History
Perspective

Zahra Hayati!, Reyhaneh Ghandi?

Abstract

Cultural history is an interdisciplinary discourse that
proposes the cultural reading of artistic and literary texts to
understand history. Based on this approach, literary texts
can provide data on people's lived experiences and social
transformations. The research question addressed in the
present study is: How can a thematic analysis of dramatic
texts represent the concept of '"identity" within the
framework of cultural history? The aim of this study is to
examine the play Mazar-e-Sharif by Mohammad Aref, and
explores the confrontation between "human beings" and
"war" in Afghanistan from a cultural and humanistic
perspective. The method used is thematic analysis
(thematic criticism) using Braun and Clarke’s model. Data
were extracted and coded from dialogues, actions, and
narrative symbols. The findings indicate that the central
theme of the play is the loss of identity in the context of
war, betrayal, migration, and cultural alienation. These
themes are embodied in characters such as Molla
Mohammad and Shokouh. The research concludes
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that Mazar-e-Sharif can serve as a dramatic text in the
cultural historiography of Afghanistan and Iran, and a
comparison with works by other Afghan writers can lead to
a more precise analysis of identity transformations.

Keywords: Mazar-e-Sharif, thematic analysis, cultural
history, identity, Mohammad Aref.
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Thematic Analysis of Identity in the Play Mazar-e-Sharif,
from a Cultural History Perspective

Extended Abstract

Objective: This article employs the cultural history approach and thematic
analysis (based on Braun and Clarke’s model) to examine the representation
of "identity" in Mohammad Aref’s play Mazar-e-Sharif. The study aims to
explain how the crisis of identity is represented within the historical and
cultural context of Afghanistan, particularly in the relationship between the
individual (Molla Mohammad) and society in settings such as war,
migration, betrayal, and cultural alienation.

Theoretical Framework: This article relies on cultural history—which
focuses on representing people's lived experiences rather than merely formal
political or military events—and thematic analysis theory to examine the
dimensions of individual, national, religious, and linguistic identity within
the context of a literary play.

Story Summary: After years of captivity in war, Molla Mohammad returns
to his homeland only to discover that his beloved, Shokouh, has married his
rival, Jalal Panjshiri (a symbol of national betrayal). Every week, Shokouh
visited a grave she believed to be Molla Mohammad’s. This confrontation
leads to a conflict between "humanity" and "war," reflecting Afghanistan’s
identity crisis in a symbolic and metaphorical framework.

Key Themes

1. Fractured identity: An individual torn between past and present,
struggling with alienation and attempting to reconstruct their past.

2. Conflict between "self" and "other": The rejection and attraction of
identity, particularly embodied by a woman caught between the hero
(Molla Mohammad) and the traitor (Jalal).

3. Displacement of identity components: Migration to Iran as a land of
peace and shared religion.

4. False and hollow identity: The usurpation of homeland and women
by betrayers.

5. Loss of place in collective identity: Molla Mohammad, as an
educated war veteran, finds no place in society.

Narrative Techniques: The play employs techniques such as direct
character monologues, symbolism (the burnt pomegranate tree, the
photograph, the grave, the gravedigger woman and man), and persuasive
dialogues, to depict the crisis of identity during war.

Key Symbols
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Shokouh: Symbol of homeland and national identity.
Molla Mohammad: Symbol of forgotten identity and a displaced
hero.
Jalal Panjshiri: Symbol of betrayal, greed, and rootlessness.
Burnt pomegranate tree: Symbol of lost love and an identity
destroyed by war.

e The Gravedigger woman and man: Reflection of identity’s gradual
death in the silence of history.

Comparison with Other Texts: Mazar-e-Sharif can be compared to works
such as The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini,
and Golnar and the Mirror by Zaryab.
These works, focusing on migration, loss of belonging, national betrayal,
and the clash between tradition and modernity, reveal diverse dimensions of
Afghanistan’s identity crisis.

Conclusion: Mazar-e-Sharif transcends being merely a dramatic work and
serves as acultural documentthat can be used to study
Afghanistan’s cultural history and identity transformations. Through
its metaphorical and allegorical narrative, the play demonstrates that war
does not just destroy bodies; it also erases, distorts, and weakens the
collective identity of a nation.

Keywords: Mazar-e-Sharif, thematic analysis, cultural history, identity,
Mohammad Aref.
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The Indigenous Women’s Narrative of Kharg on the
Relationship Between Tradition and Modernity in the
Development of the Oil Industry

Hassan Allahyari!, Somayeh Abbasi?

Abstract

The discovery and export of oil in recent decades led to
the industrialization of Kharg Island, imposing massive
transformations on the lives of its indigenous community.
Acknowledging the overlooked adaptation of the native
people to these changes—particularly their impact on
women—this study primarily attempts to examine the
influence of the oil industry on the transition of entire
indigenous society in Kharg from tradition to modernity.
To achieve this in-depth understanding, a descriptive-
analytical approach was adopted, utilizing oral history
methodology based on semi-structured, in-depth
interviews with seven elderly indigenous women as their
narratives, as the voices of the subaltern, provide a
comprehensive insight into the transformations of the
entire society, revealing hidden dimensions of these
changes through a gender studies lens inspired by Joan
Scott’s approach. The findings indicate that the
establishment of the oil industry resulted in a more open
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social environment, changes in lifestyle (including food
and clothing), the introduction of technology in the
cultural sphere, and fundamental shifts in business and
economic prosperity. This research also highlights the
differing impacts of industrialization on men and women,
as well as the contrast in their status during the Pahlavi
and Islamic Republic eras.

Keywords: Kharg, oil industry, women, indigenous people,
tradition and modernity, gender, subaltern, narrative.
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The Indigenous Women’s Narrative of Kharg on the
Relationship Between Tradition and Modernity in the
Development of the Oil Industry

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The discovery and export of oil in recent decades led to the
industrialization of Kharg Island, imposing massive transformations on the
lives of its indigenous community. In fact, a political-economic decision by
the Pahlavi regime in the late 1950s to convert Kharg into Iran’s oil export
terminal drastically altered the fate of the island and its native inhabitants.
Recognizing the neglect of indigenous adaptation to these changes—
especially their impact on women—this study focuses on examining the
influence of the oil industry on the transition of Kharg’s entire indigenous
society from tradition to modernity. Their narratives, as the voices of the
subaltern, reflect a comprehensive perspective on societal transformations
and uncover hidden aspects of these developments.

Method: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, using oral
history methodology based on semi-structured, in-depth interviews with
seven elderly indigenous women, analyzed through a gender studies
framework inspired by Joan Scott.

Findings: The findings, based on the accounts of elderly indigenous
women, reveal that the establishment and expansion of the oil industry
brought about extensive changes to various aspects of the islanders’ lives,
significantly shifting them from their traditional background toward a
modem lifestyle.

Discussion and conclusion: The comprehensive results of the present
study show that the indigenous society of Kharg underwent widespread
changes due to the oil industry, all pointing toward modernization in the
island’s community. In the socio-cultural dimension, the oil industry led to
a more open social environment, changes in lifestyle (including food and
clothing), and the introduction of modern technology into households. In
the economic dimension, industrialization resulted in fundamental shifts in
business, increasing prosperity and wealth among the native population.
The rise of industrial jobs enhanced family economic security and
alleviated the heavy burden of providing subsistence by women, who had
previously played a significant role in the subsistence economy. In the
political-security dimension, the women’s narratives revealed their
experiences of regime changes (Pahlavi and Islamic Republic) and the
devastating effects of the imposed war (such as displacement and
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psychological trauma). These experiences reflect the heightened
vulnerability of women during large-scale political-security crises.
However, the significant challenges emerging from these transformations
cannot be ignored. These challenges included the spread of addiction and
its impact on families, cultural conflicts (such as differences in attitudes
toward indigenous and corporate women’s clothing), and gender
inequalities (such as domestic violence and discrimination between native
and corporate workers). Finally, the results of the present study show that
industrialization of Kharg was a multifaceted process that not only led to
visible socio-economic changes but also deeply influenced cultural and
gender structures.

Keywords: Kharg, oil industry, women, indigenous people, tradition
and modernity, gender, subaltern, narrative.
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Examining the Phenomenon of Violence Against
Children in Qajar Iran Based on Johan Galtung’s
Theory (A Case Study of Foreign Travelogues
from the Qajar Era)’

Aisan Nasiri Ghazani?, Mohammad Salmasizadeh?

Abstract

Violence against children is a historical phenomenon
observed not only in Iranian society but across all societies
and historical periods. Despite the varied and scattered
definitions of violence, it can be understood as any form
of physical, emotional, or psychological harm inflicted
upon an individual, with specific consequences. In Qajar-
era Iran, violence against children emerged from a
complex interplay of factors rooted in the political,
economic, social, and cultural structures of the time. Thus,
the main purpose of the present study was to investigate
the factors contributing to violence against children and its
various manifestations in the Qajar period, based on Johan
Galtung’s theory of violence. This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library-based
data collection. Findings from foreign travelogues of the
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Qajar era revealed different forms of violence against
children, including direct, structural, and cultural violence.
Direct violence included child massacres and physical
punishment, which were prevalent in both society and
families. Structural violence manifested itself through
poverty, lack of access to education, healthcare, and other
basic necessities for children. Meanwhile, cultural
violence was evident in the institutionalization of values
and norms that legitimized discrimination and the
humiliation of children in the Qajar society.

Keywords: Violence, Johan Galtung, Children, Foreign
travelogues of the Qajar era.
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Examining the Phenomenon of Violence Against
Children in Qajar Iran Based on
Johan Galtung’s Theory
(A Case Study of Foreign Travelogues from
the Qajar Era)

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Violence against children is a deeply rooted
phenomenon in the Iranian history. It took various forms during the
Qajar period, ranging from murder and exploitation to deprivation of
basic needs. Foreign travelogues from the Qajar era serve as valuable
sources for examining this issue, as they document different aspects of
children’s lives, including structural, cultural, and direct violence
against them. This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
along with Johan Galtung’s theory of violence (encompassing direct,
structural, and cultural violence), to analyze instances and
perpetuating factors of violence against children during this period.
The central research question is: What forms did violence against
children take in the Qajar era, and what factors contributed to its
formation and persistence? By examining foreign travelogues and
matching them against Galtung’s theory, this research seeks to address
the existing gaps in the literature.

Method: This study is designed to explore the factors and types of
violence against children in the Qajar period, based on Johan
Galtung’s theory. It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and was
carried out using library-based research methods.

Findings: Children in the Qajar era were silent victims of structural,
cultural, and direct violence. Research indicates that they were
subjected to various forms of violence, including murder, physical
punishment, sale into slavery, forced labor, and deprivation of
education. Widespread poverty, an unjust economic system, and
political instability exacerbated these conditions. Foreign travel
writers who visited Iran during this period documented these harsh
realities in detail. Gender discrimination against girls, early marriages,
and superstitious beliefs also constituted hidden forms of violence
against children. These conditions not only affected the lives and
wellbeing of children at the time but also had long-term negative
impacts on Iran’s social structure.
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Discussion and conclusion: Violence against children in the Qajar
era was a multidimensional phenomenon, manifesting itself in direct
forms (murder, physical punishment), structural forms (poverty, child
labor), and cultural forms (gender discrimination, superstitions). These
forms of violence stemmed from dysfunctional political structures,
unjust economic systems, and discriminatory social norms. Foreign
travelogues effectively documented these realities, demonstrating that
children were the primary victims of this system. Investigating this
issue not only sheds light on a dark chapter of the Iranian history but
also provides a deeper understanding of the effects of systematic
violence on traditional societies.

Keywords: Violence, Johan Galtung, Children, Foreign travelogues
of the Qajar era.
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