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The effect of popular culture and traditions on the
architecture of Safavid and Ottoman bathhouses*

Zahra Babaei?, Jamaleddin Soheili®, Sheida Khansari*

Abstract

Throughout history, historical structures have played a
significant role in identifying the culture and customs of
various civilizations. Among these structures, bathhouses
were spaces with diverse functions that had a profound
impact on understanding the culture and architecture of
different eras. Therefore, examining the architecture of
bathhouses seems to reflect the extent to which popular
culture and traditions influenced the formation of these
structures, and the significance of the present study lies in
exploring this topic. In this regard, it can be stated that
since the Safavid period was the most brilliant era in the
history of the Iranian architecture, and alongside this
grandeur, the design and construction of bathhouses
reached their peak, and on the other hand, given that the
Ottomans shared many religious and ritual commonalities
with the Safavid Iran, the authors of this article, using a
historical-interpretive method, examined the bilateral
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relationship between the architecture of Safavid and
Ottoman bathhouses and the influence of popular culture
and traditions on them. Accordingly, the following
questions were addressed: How did culture and popular
traditions influence the architecture of Safavid and
Ottoman bathhouses? What differences and similarities
exist between Safavid and Ottoman bathhouse
architectures in terms of the influence of popular culture
and traditions? The findings indicate that in the Ottoman
Empire, the cultural focus was primarily on the spatial
arrangement of the men's and women's sections, whereas
in the Safavid Empire, religious considerations took
precedence over the spatial and structural layout of the
bathhouses and the spatial organization and decorations
were more aligned with addressing the spiritual needs of
humans.

Keywords: Bathroom architecture, Safavid bathhouses,
Ottoman bathhouses, Culture, Popular traditions, cultural
effects, Islamic architecture.
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The effect of popular culture and traditions on the
architecture of Safavid and Ottoman bathhouses

Extended Abstract

Throughout history, historical structures, particularly bathhouses, have
served as multifunctional spaces that not only provided hygiene and
purification services but also played a pivotal role in the cultural, social,
and ritualistic life of various civilizations. This study explores the influence
of folk culture and popular rituals on the architecture of bathhouses during
the Safavid and Ottoman periods, with a focus on identifying the
similarities and differences between these two civilizations in their
architectural responses to folk customs and practices. The Safavid era,
known for its flourishing in Iranian architecture and associated arts,
marked the pinnacle of bathhouse design, construction, and decoration.
During this period, bathhouses were not only seen as places of hygiene but
were also integral to the social fabric, playing a significant role in public
rituals, much like other public spaces such as mills, coffeehouses, and
caravanserais. Bathhouses became key sites in folk culture, with notable
involvement in public ceremonies such as weddings, where the bride and
groom's visit to the bathhouse often marked the beginning of the
celebrations. Bathhouses, as influential spaces in the socio-cultural life of
communities, were generally located in central urban areas, near markets,
mosques, and schools, ensuring easy accessibility for the public. This
strategic placement within cities underscored the importance of these
structures in daily life. In the Ottoman Empire, bathhouses similarly
functioned as more than mere hygienic facilities. They were central to the
social life of the time, with numerous bathhouses being constructed,
ranging from public baths within marketplaces to private ones found in
palaces and aristocratic mansions. The significant number of bathhouses in
the Ottoman period can be attributed to their profitable nature, as these
spaces were considered valuable sources of income and, consequently,
often endowed to charitable causes. Furthermore, bathhouses in the
Ottoman Empire served as important social hubs, facilitating interactions
among individuals who gathered in places like mosques. Given the
historical, religious, and cultural similarities between the Safavid and
Ottoman periods, this study aims to compare and contrast the architectural
characteristics and functions of bathhouses in these two civilizations. The
research findings reveal that, in the Ottoman Empire, considerable
attention was paid to the spatial organization of the male and female
sections of bathhouses, as well as their use in cultural ceremonies such as
weddings and childbirth. Specific areas within the bathhouses were
designed and dedicated for such events, providing a clear distinction
between ceremonial functions and ordinary bathing practices. Conversely,
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during the Safavid period, bathhouses reflected not only social functions
but also religious and moral considerations, such as the principles of
privacy and the separation of spaces for men and women. This
architectural design was influenced by the period's broader religious and
ethical values, which emphasized modesty and proper conduct. In addition
to addressing the social and hygienic needs of the population, the
architecture of Safavid bathhouses also considered the spiritual and
humanistic dimensions of the bathhouse experience. Features such as color
schemes, ornamental decorations, mugarnas (intricate vaulted designs),
and variations in ceiling heights were incorporated into the bathhouse
design to enhance the visitors' spiritual experience, addressing both
physical and emotional needs. Such attention to the spiritual and aesthetic
dimensions, however, was not as prominent in the architecture of Ottoman
bathhouses. The Ottoman design approach focused more on functional and
social aspects, with less emphasis placed on creating a spiritually enriching
environment.

Despite these differences, there were significant cultural and religious
commonalities between the two civilizations, particularly in their emphasis
on gender segregation within bathhouses. Both the Safavid and Ottoman
societies placed great importance on maintaining separate spaces for men
and women, reflecting shared religious values and social norms regarding
modesty and privacy. These commonalities in architectural practice can be
seen as a result of the similar Islamic cultural and religious frameworks
that influenced both empires. However, despite the overarching similarities
in cultural and religious values, the divergent folk customs and practices in
each civilization led to noticeable differences in the spatial and functional
arrangements of the bathhouses. The study concludes that folk culture and
popular rituals were critical in shaping the architectural design of
bathhouses during the Safavid and Ottoman periods. While both Iran and
the Ottoman Empire were Islamic societies and shared many cultural
influences, the specific folk traditions and ritualistic practices in each
society led to distinct architectural outcomes. The bathhouses in both
civilizations were not simply utilitarian structures but served as integral
parts of the social and cultural fabric of their respective societies. Folk
rituals, religious beliefs, and cultural practices were instrumental in
determining how these spaces were designed, organized, and used. Thus, it
can be asserted that both folk culture and religious rituals played a crucial
role in the architectural development of bathhouses in the Safavid and
Ottoman periods, shaping their spatial layouts, decorative elements, and
functional significance.

Keywords: Bathhouse Architecture, Safavid Bathhouses, Ottoman
Bathhouses, Folk Culture, Popular Rituals, Cultural Influences,
Islamic Architecture.
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The Reflection of Religious Practices and Symbols
of Guilanis in Qajar-era Travelogues'

Hamidreza Tahiri?, Reza Alizadeh®, Mohammadreza Gholami*

Abstract

One of the best ways to understand various
phenomena related to political and economic
structures, as well as the public and social culture, is
to examine the perspectives of individuals who
evaluate these phenomena as external observers.
Therefore, studying the works left behind by
travelers and tourists who visited Guilan for various
purposes and recorded their experiences in
travelogues or memoirs is of great importance. The
main research question addressed in the present
study is: How were the religious practices of Guilanis
reflected in the travelogues of the Qajar era? In the
present study, using quantitative content analysis, an
effort was made to explore and represent the
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religious practices and symbols mentioned in
European travelogues from the Qajar period, with the
aim of gaining a deeper understanding of Guilan's
social  history.  Theoretically, using  Stuart
Hall's Theory of Representation, selected indicators
and categories were examined within the
geographical context of Guilan, as seen through the
eyes of thirteen European travel writers—those who
either resided in Guilan or passed through the region
at certain times. The obtained data were categorized
into three main themes including "Rituals and
Symbols" (with the highest frequency of indicators
such as religious sites, prayers and supplications, and
attention to prophets), "Religious Laws" (with the
highest frequency of indicators such as women's
veiling, the impurity of non-Muslims, and alcohol
consumption), and "Religions" (focusing on Islam
and Christianity).

Keywords: Hall’s representation, religious practices,
travelogue, Qajar era, Guilan.
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The Reflection of Religious Practices and Symbols of
Guilanis in Qajar-era Travelogues

Extended Abstract

Introduction: One of the most effective ways to understand various
phenomena related to political and economic structures, as well as
public and social culture, is to examine the perspectives of external
observers. Travelers and explorers who visited Guilan for various
purposes and documented their experiences in travelogues or memoirs
provide valuable insights into these aspects.

During the Qajar period, Iran's interactions with certain advanced and
powerful nations seeking a stronger presence in the region expanded
significantly. As a result, Iranians encountered foreigners from distant
lands, a situation that—whether intentionally or unintentionally—
shaped social structures, values, and everyday life, leading to
significant transformations during this historical period. Given its
proximity to Russia and access to maritime routes to the West, Guilan
held particular strategic importance.

This study employs Stuart Hall’s theory of reflexivity to analyze the
religious practices and symbols reflected in these travelogues. Hall
emphasizes the complexity of representation. Accordingly, the central
research question is: How are the religious practices of Guilanians
portrayed in Qajar-era travelogues?

Methodology: This study utilizes quantitative content analysis to
examine the travel accounts of 13 European travelers, including
Joubert, Rabino, Serna, Melgunov, Binder, Mackenzie, Orsel,
Kasakovsky, René, Anne, Nikitin, Marchenko, and Brugsch.

The unit of analysis in this research is the paragraph. All religious
concepts, references, and indicators mentioned in the travelogues were
identified. Through open coding, relevant sentences and phrases
aligned with the study’s objectives were extracted. Subsequently, axial
coding was applied to eliminate redundant codes and merge
overlapping ones.

Finally, by categorizing selected concepts and conducting initial and
selective coding, three main categories within the study’s religious
framework were identified:

1-Rituals and Religious Symbols (7 operational indicators)

2-1slamic Rulings (8 operational indicators)

3-Religions (4 operational indicators)

Analyzing these categories enables the researcher to address the
study’s research questions and objectives effectively.

Findings: The collected data were categorized into three main
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themes: "Rituals and Symbols”, "Islamic Rulings", and "Religions".
The findings indicate that within the "Rituals and Symbols "category,
the most frequently referenced elements were religious sites, followed
by mentions of prayers and supplications, prophets and imams, and
clergy. In the "Islamic Rulings “category, travel writers most
frequently discussed the concept of hijab (veiling), the impurity of
non-Muslims, and alcohol consumption.

Within the "Religions "category, Islam was the most frequently
mentioned religion, followed by Christianity. Among the travelogues
examined, Rabino (26.1%), Carla Serena (17.4%), and Nikitin (14%)
dedicated the highest proportion of their accounts to religious aspects
of Guilan.

Discussion and Conclusion: The operational indicators and
subcategories extracted from the selected travelogues reflect key
aspects of the culture, beliefs, behaviors, and religious life of this
region. While some representations may provide accurate depictions
of reality, others are shaped by the intentions and perspectives of the
writer, influenced by their personal background, social position, and
objectives. The views, interpretations, and religious details highlighted
in these travelogues often reveal the author’s ideological stance,
intellectual outlook, and social class, which in turn influence their
judgment, narrative style, choice of events, and even linguistic
expressions.

The study of Iranian customs, traditions, and religious practices has
long been of interest to travelers and Orientalists. Examining the
portrayal of Iranian society in historical travelogues provides valuable
insights into how foreign travelers have represented the people and
culture of Guilan.

For future research, it is recommended to:

-Compare the findings from Guilan’s travelogues with those from
other regions of Iran.

-Apply both quantitative and qualitative content analysis methods in
historical studies.

-Explore additional themes in travelogues beyond religious aspects.

Keywords: Hall’s representation, religious practices, travelogue,
Qajar era, Guilan.



Cultural History Studies; Research Journal of Iranian Society of History

Vol. 16, No. 61, Autumn 2024, pp 57-84
https://doi.org/10.22034/chs.2025.496269.1053

Analyzing the Critical and Reformative Functions of

the Grotesque with an Approach to the Teachings of

Harold Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin: A Case Study of
the Play ""Four Boxes'* by Bahram Beyzai'

Fatemeh Rasti Yeganehz, Mohammad Jafar Yousefian Kenari,
Parastoo Mohebi *

Abstract

The grotesque is an effective tool for conveying
contrasting human emotions to the audience. It
encompasses concepts such as exaggeration, horror,
and the distortion of reality. Among the most
prominent contemporary theorists in this field are
Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold Bloom. Through their
extensive  research, innovative and critical
interpretations, and creation of well-known literature
on the grotesque, they are considered influential
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figures in this domain. In Iranian dramatic literature,
the concepts of the grotesque have been utilized in
the works of a few writers, including Bahram Beyzali,
who wrote plays with this theme during the 1960s
and 1970s. The success of grotesque and critical
plays in the West, the unstable social and political
conditions in Iran during that period, the
trivialization of humor in Iranian theater, and the
failure to engage the audience may have provided the
impetus for writers like Bahram Beyzai to write
plays with a critical and reformative approach under
the umbrella of the Western grotesque. Among
Beyzai's works in this regard is the play ‘Chahar
Sandough’ (Four Boxes) (1967). How the critical
concept of the grotesque and its components have
been wused in Iranian plays such as ‘Chahar
Sandough’ is a topic that has received little attention
so far. This research, using library resources and
relying on a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to
examine the theoretical foundations and critical
functions of grotesque humor in  Bahram
Beyzai's ‘Chahar Sandough,” based on the teachings
of Harold Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin. The findings
of the study show that Bakhtin and Bloom's
grotesque elements, such as humor, exaggerated
laughter, and satire, are employed in ‘Chahar
Sandough,” and through these, Bahram Beyzai has
been able to effectively present his critical and
reformative ideas about the social structure of Iran
during his time.

Keywords: Iranian Theater, Bahram Beyzai, Grotesque,
Critical Function, Mikhail Bakhtin, Harold Bloom.
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Analyzing the Critical and Reformative Functions of the
Grotesque with an Approach to the Teachings of Harold
Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin: A Case Study of the Play ""Four
Boxes' by Bahram Beyzai

Extended Abstract

Grotesque is an effective device for conveying conflicting human
emotions to the audience, which includes concepts such as
exaggeration, horror, and distortion of reality. In this regard, the most
important contemporary theorists are Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold
Bloom. They are based on extensive research, innovative and critical
interpretations, and the creation of well-known literature on the
grotesque, including influential experts in this field. In Iranian
dramatic literature, grotesque concepts have also been used in the
works of a small number of authors. Among these writers is Bahram
Bayzai, who wrote plays with this theme in the 1340s and 1350s.
Among Bayzai's works in this field is the play Four Boxes (1346s). In
Iranian dramatic literature, this approach, namely the grotesque, has
been less scrutinized and examined from the perspective of its critical
and reformist function. Especially in the 1340s and 1350s, when
critical and reformist writers and artists such as Bahram Bayzai wrote
numerous works. How and with what approach this writer or other
writers conveyed their critical and reformist views to the audience of
that era is an issue that has not been systematically and meaningfully
addressed. To achieve this goal, contemporary approaches and
theories in this field, such as grotesque, can be used. In the
contemporary period, a number of experts in the field of grotesque
have paid attention to this important matter, namely, a structured look
at how the author reflects and conveys critical views on the conditions
of the society of his time, the most important of which are Mikhail
Bakhtin and Harold Bloom. By adopting this approach, the present
study aims to examine the critical and reformist perspective and
approach of writers such as Bahram Bayzai towards the conditions
prevailing in their society, based on the descriptive-explanatory
method and using library resources. In this regard, the present research
attempts to answer the following two main questions:

What are the critical components of the grotesque according to the
teachings of Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold Bloom?

What are the most important critical and reformist manifestations of
the grotesque in the play "Four Boxes" by Bahram Bayzai?

Grotesque in the field of literature and drama is one of the methods
that has attracted the attention of critics of fiction and dramatic
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literature, and of course, artists from various fields, especially theater,
in contemporary Iran. According to the research topic, the research
background is divided into two categories: articles and books. The
first category includes articles in the field of fiction, examining the
concept of this research in literature, which deal with the subject of
the grotesque. Among them are "Grotesque (mixed humor) in
Jamalzadeh's works", "Combining heterogeneous and contradictory
emotions (grotesque) in humor and satire”, and "Grotesque and
fiction: A study of the concept of grotesque and an exploration of its
instances in Shahriar Mandanipour's short stories".

Another group of studies that are closer to this research are research
and translations based on the reading of grotesque components in the
field of dramatic literature, such as the book "Introduction to the
Sociology of Literature™ translated by "Mohammad Jafar Poyandeh™
and the thesis "English Grotesque Drama" written by Grove, Dana. A
notable and prominent point in the history is that most of the research
conducted in Iran on the grotesque has focused on the genre itself and
its characteristics and components, rather than on its functions in
Iranian dramatic literature, and has neglected to examine the critical
and reformist functions of the grotesque. Using library resources and
based on the descriptive-analytical method, this research attempts to
examine the theoretical foundations and critical functions of grotesque
humor in Bahram Beizaei's play "The Box", relying on the teachings
of Harold Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin. To answer the research
questions, first the background of studies and research conducted on
this play from the perspective of grotesque is examined, then the
historical-social context of the emergence of grotesque in the 1940s in
Iran is examined, and finally the main theme of the play Four Boxes,
the use of grotesque components, and Bahram Bayzai's critical and
reformist elements in its text are described and explained.

The findings of the research show that Bakhtin and Bloom's grotesque
elements, such as humor, exaggerated laughter, and satire, were used
in the play "Four Boxes", and in this way, Bahram Beizaei was able to
well present his critical and reformist thoughts about the social
structure of Iran in his time.

Based on the results of the research, from the perspective of Bakhtin's
theory and Bloom's approach to the grotesque, four items, namely
incongruity and abnormality, exaggeration, simultaneous tragedy and
comedy, and metamorphosis, disgust, and social aggression, are more
evident in the elliptical play. The examples given from different parts
of the play's dialogues are clear examples of these four things that are
understood by the audience. Of course, this does not mean that the
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mentioned parts have only one component, but it means that the
mentioned component is more obvious than the other components of
Mikhail Bakhtin's and Harold Bloom's critical grotesque. The
achievement of applying these four components is the author's critical
approach and call to strive for reform and fight against the oppression
of tyrannical rulers. Based on this research, what can be applied is the
importance of the critical characteristics of grotesque humor and the
functions of these variables for the purpose of a new rethinking of the
theoretical and epistemological foundations of high and different
grotesque humor in Iranian drama.

Keywords: Persian drama, Bahram Bayzai, grotesque, critical
function, Mikhail Bakhtin, Harold Bloom.
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Abstract

This article focuses on the prostitution of women in Tehran
and seeks to answer the following two questions: What was
the situation of prostitutes during the period from the Qajar
era to the end of the Pahlavi era?; and how did the
government deal with them during this time? The study
examines the quantitative and qualitative changes in the
status of prostitutes and the government's approach to the
issue of prostitution during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods
using a comparative method. The findings indicate that
prostitutes in these two periods shared similar conditions in
terms of social background, age, and reasons for engaging
in prostitution. However, with the modernization of society
during the Pahlavi era, prostitution became primarily an
urban, structured, and diverse phenomenon, with a lower
quantitative prevalence. Governments’ policies toward this
phenomenon were multifaceted and contradictory. Despite
similarities in the financial and political exploitation of
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prostitutes and the imposition of criminal penalties, efforts
were made during Reza Shah's reign to control and regulate
the issue through the resettlement of prostitutes and the
enforcement of health regulations. During Mohammad
Reza Shah's era, the approach to prostitution gradually
shifted from criminal to more social punishment, with
measures taken to support prostitutes and reintegrate them
into the society. Despite these efforts, governments were
not successful in controlling or preventing this issue.
Macro-structural factors and patriarchal attitudes in society
played a significant role in the persistence of prostitution.

Keywords: Women, social harms, prostitution, Naseri
period, Pahlavi era, Tehran.
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Prostitution of Women in Tehran from the Qajar Era
(Naseri Period) to the End of the Pahlavi Era

Extended Abstract

Prostitution is a longstanding social phenomenon deeply intertwined with the
history of patriarchy. Across most societies, this practice has been
traditionally condemned as a sin, a forbidden act, and a crime. Only in recent
history has prostitution been reclassified as a social issue—a detrimental
condition requiring targeted monitoring and support for affected individuals.
The phenomenon of prostitution has also manifested throughout Iranian
history, leaving its mark in various forms across different eras. During the
Pahlavi period, particularly under Mohammad Reza Shah, prostitution
emerged as a prominent social concern. This study investigates the
prostitution of women in Tehran, addressing two core questions: (1) What
was the societal status of female prostitutes from the Qajar period to the end
of the Pahlavi era? (2) How did the government respond to this issue during
these periods?

Employing a comparative-explanatory methodology, this research
systematically collects, organizes, describes, and interprets data to analyze
the social positioning of female prostitutes. Historical sources, including
documents, annals, newspapers, and seminal texts, such as Farmanfarmaian's
exploration of prostitution in Tehran, Hejazi's investigation of women's
crimes in Iran, and Mohammad Mehdi Khakpour's criminological analysis of
women's offenses, are extensively consulted. Key elements examined
include age demographics, social origins, prostitution hotspots, quantitative
prevalence, qualitative diversity, root causes, and governmental strategies
spanning the Qajar and Pahlavi eras.

The primary aim of this study is to deepen historical understanding of
women’s prostitution, uncovering both its quantitative and qualitative
transformations as well as the government’s approach to addressing this
social harm. By elucidating its causes and evolution, this research seeks to
enhance historical knowledge and provide practical insights for
comprehending contemporary social challenges.

While prior studies have explored prostitution within Iranian history, most
have focused narrowly on recent periods or singular eras. For instance,
Willem Flore’s social history of sexual relations in Iran offers a general
perspective with useful information on prostitution. Similarly, Saeed Madani
Ghahfarkhi’s Sociology of Prostitution, Study of Social Damages examines
characteristics, causes, and legal frameworks surrounding prostitution,
presenting a sociological-historical approach rooted in statistics, theories,
and power dynamics. In contrast, this study introduces a holistic comparative
analysis spanning multiple historical periods, emphasizing the nuanced
interplay of patriarchy, modernization, and governance.

Findings indicate that the Qajar era presented harsher conditions for women
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involved in prostitution due to entrenched patriarchal norms and increased
deprivation within both private and public spheres. While the Pahlavi period
continued to witness the prevalence of prostitution as a significant social
harm, advancements in cultural attitudes and preventive measures led to a
relative decline compared to the Qajar era. Voluntary and consensual
marriage practices may also have contributed to this reduction. Furthermore,
prostitution during the Pahlavi era exhibited structural, public, and official
dimensions, reflecting societal shifts accompanying modernization.

Given its antiquity and societal prevalence, prostitution remains an open
field for future research. Notably, the victimization of women necessitates
further inquiry into their specific vulnerabilities, potential resolutions, and
reflections found in memoirs, literature, and media. Comparative studies
exploring prostitution within Iran and broader Middle Eastern contexts
would also offer valuable perspectives for understanding this multifaceted
social phenomenon.

Keywords: Women, social harms, prostitute, Nasserite era, Pahlavi era, Tehran.
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Decree on the Endowment and Distribution of Shares
of Water from the Farhadabad Qanat in Shiraz

Mohammad Sadegh Mirzaabolghasemi®

Abstract

Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-Dowleh, during his
governorship over Fars (1293-1298 AH), paid special
attention to the development and prosperity of Shiraz.
Among his efforts was the dredging and restoration of the
Karim Khani ganats, during which a new ganat was
established and named "Farhadabad.”. Farhad Mirza
endowed a portion of this ganat's water and distributed
another portion among the nobles in Fars. Little is known
about the Farhadabad ganat in Shiraz, with only a few
local sources briefly mentioning it. Therefore, the present
study aims to explore the historical dimensions,
endowment conditions, and distribution of water shares
from the Farhadabad ganat based on the decree issued by
Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-Dowleh on this matter. This
article adopts a historical research method with a
descriptive-analytical approach, relying on archival
documents and first-hand historical sources. The findings
indicate that the Farhadabad ganat was located near the
Jowshak spring in the Qasr-e Qomsheh plain. It was
discovered in early Sha'ban 1295 AH during Farhad Mirza
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Mo'tamed al-Dowleh's inspection of the Karim Khani
ganats, but its utilization took about a year to start. The
water volume of the Farhadabad ganat was approximately
one to one-and-a-half sang*. The water flowed toward
Shiraz via the *Nahr-e A'zam* (Great Canal) and into the
main distribution point (*Moqgasem-e A'la*) along two
river bends (*Band-e Rudkhaneh* and Mogarrab), where
it was used. The water from the Farhadabad ganat was
divided into fourteen shares: four shares were endowed to
the Khan School in Shiraz and its adjacent reservoir, while
the remaining ten shares were allocated to ten influential
scholars and dignitaries of Fars, with one share per person.
It is likely that before his departure from the governorship
of Fars (Rab1' al-Thani 1298 AH), Farhad Mirza modified
the endowment terms, redirecting part of the ganat's shares
in favor of the Takyeh (mausoleum) of *Esmat al-
Saltaneh*, the wife of his son Abdolali Mirza, located in
the Hafeziyeh complex. He dedicated the charitable
rewards (thawab) of the Farhadabad ganat to the souls of
his parents and the parents of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar.
However, the benefits of this endowment primarily
favored a select few nobles of Shiraz.

Keywords: Decree, Farhadabad Qanat, Farhad Mirza
Mo'tamed al-Dowleh, Shiraz, Qajar Period.

1. A traditional unit of water measurement
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Decree on the Endowment and Distribution of Shares of
Water from the Farhadabad Qanat in Shiraz

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Farhad Mirza Mo'tamad al-Dawlah (1233-1305AH/1818-
1888AC) served as the governor of Fars from the Rabi' al-Thani of 1293
AH to the Rabi' al-Thani of 1298 AH (1876-1881AC). He was a powerful
ruler who, with the assistance of Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Qavam al-Molk,
managed to end widespread insecurity in Fars. Farhad Mirza also paid
attention to urban development and prosperity. Among his charitable
works in Shiraz during this period are the construction of the Mosalla Iwan
and Farhad-abad garden, as well as the renovation of the Taheriyeh
Mosque, the Nizamiyah School, and the Khan School's water reservoir. He
also played a role in improving the water situation in Shiraz, including the
dredging and repair of the Karim Khani ganats. The Karim Khani ganats
consist of five Qanats: Kheyr Allah Khani, Mohammad Taher Khani, Seid
Morad Khani, Ali Morad Khani, and Gowd-e Maryam. The source of
these Qanats is located in the Qasr-e Qomsheh, in the northwestern
outskirts of Shiraz. The Jushak spring, the most water-rich spring in the
Shiraz basin, also flows from this region. During his inspection of the
Karim Khani ganats, Farhad Mirza noticed a water channel to the west of
the Jushak spring. Following excavation, this channel was transformed into
an aqueduct referred to as "Farhadabad" or "Farhadiyeh." Farhad Mirza
endowed a portion of the water from this aqueduct, while the remaining
supply was allocated among Fars' notables. There is not much information
available about the Farhadabad ganat in Shiraz, and it is only briefly
mentioned in some local sources. Therefore, the aim of this research is to
understand the historical dimensions, the conditions of the endowment, and
the distribution of water shares of the Farhadabad ganat in Shiraz.
Methodology: This article initially addresses the dredging of the Karim-
khani ganats during Farhad Mirza's governorship of Fars. Subsequently,
we will explain the method of dividing the water shares of the Farhadabad
ganat and the conditions set by Farhad Mirza. The data presented in this
section is derived from a comprehensive review and analysis of the decree
issued by Farhad Mirza concerning the Farhadabad ganat. The original
document is preserved in the National Library and Archives of Iran. This
decree is inscribed in black ink using broken Nasta'liq script across 21
lines, with water shares denoted in Siagh script between the tenth and
eleventh lines of the document. Farhad Mirza's seal is imprinted on the
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right side of the document, parallel to the first line. The edited text of this
decree is appended to the end of the article. This study employs the
historical research method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying
primarily on archival documents.

Conclusions: The results of this investigation indicate that the Farhadabad
ganat was located near the Jushak spring, in the Qasr-e Qomsheh region.
This aqueduct was discovered in early Sha'ban 1295AH/1878AC, during
Farhad Mirza Mo'tamad al-Dawlah's inspection of the Karim-khani ganats.
Apparently, good and continuous rainfall in that year had increased the
volume of water in the Qasr-e Qomsheh region, but the deterioration of the
Karim-khani ganats had prevented the utilization of this resources. This
issue was the main reason for Farhad Mirza's attention to this area,
resulting in the discovery of the Farhadabad ganat. The water from the
Farhad-abad aqueduct began to flow into the water channels of Shiraz
from Jumada al-Awwal 1296AH/1879AC. However, the decree for the
division of its water shares was issued in Sha'ban 1296 AH/1879AC, a year
after the initial discovery.

The Farhadabad aqueduct's water output measured between one and one
and a half Sang (stones). Like other Qanats in the Qasr-e Qomsheh area,
the water from this aqueduct flowed towards Shiraz via the Nahr-e Azam
River, subsequently dividing into two channels known as Band-i
Rudkhaneh and Band-i Mogarrab at Mogassem-e Aela and then flowing
towards the gardens of Qasr-e Dasht.

The water of the Farhadabad aqueduct was split into fourteen shares:
allocated to the Khan school and reservoir's, while the remaining ten were
distributed among prominent nobles of Fars, each receiving one share.
These individuals were Sheikh Yahya, Sheikh Mohammad Hossain
Sheikh al-Islam, Mirza Ahmad Veghar, Mirza Mohammad Reza
Mostowfi; Mirza Abu Taleb Nawwab, Farrokh Mirza Qajar, Haji Mirza
Hassan Fasa'i; Haji Mirza Karim Sarraf, Haji Mirza Abdullah Khan (the
agent of Bandar Abbas), and Agha Mohammad Hossain Sarraf.

It is believed that prior to his removal from the governorship of Fars
(Shaban 1298 AH), Farhad Mirza altered the allocation of some aqueduct
shares to support the tomb (Takyeh) of Esmat al-Saltanah, his son
Abdullah Mirza's wife. He dedicated the aqueduct's rewards to honor the
memory of his parents and those of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar.

Keywords: Decree, Farhadabad Qanat, Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-
Dowleh, Shiraz, Qajar Period.
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The Causes of and the Factors Involved in
Changes in Migration Patterns and Population
Movement in the Persian Gulf (1901-1941)"

Mohammad Hassan Naderi?, Seyyed Hashem Aghajari®

Abstract

Migration has been a historical phenomenon along the
coasts of the Persian Gulf and was a common occurrence,
which primarily happened from the south to the north of
the region. However, over a period of approximately forty
years, the pattern of this population movement changed.
Accordingly, the main objective of the present study is to
examine the causes of migration and population
movement from the north to the south of the Persian Gulf
and the shift in migration patterns within this geographical
area during the historical period of 1901-1941. This study
relies on documentary sources and adopts an analytical
explanatory approach. The sources used were selected
based on their validity and reliability and were subjected
to critical analysis. The findings revealed that various
political, economic, social, and natural factors—including
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social insecurity, ineffective fiscal and economic policies,
corruption and lawlessness, social strictures, famine and
drought, and the expansion of smuggling—played
significant roles in these population movements.
Ineffective domestic policies, alongside the attractiveness
of southern ports, were key factors in this population shift,
leading to a change in the regional balance and the
emergence of new migration hubs in the Persian Gulf.

Keywords: Migration, population movement,
development, Persian Gulf, ports.
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The Causes of and the Factors Involved in Changes in
Migration Patterns and Population Movement in the
Persian Gulf (1901-1941)

Extensive Abstract
Introduction: This article investigates migration and population
movement in the Persian Gulf during the period of 1901-1941.
Historically, migration flows in the region predominantly moved from
the southern to the northern shores. However, during the specified
forty years, the trend reversed, leading to population movement from
northern Iranian ports to the southern Persian Gulf ports. These
changes carried significant economic, social, and cultural implications
still evident today.
The main research problem is to explore the reasons behind this
reversed migration pattern and its consequences on the Iranian ports
(migrant-sending) and southern Gulf ports (migrant-receiving). The
primary questions are: What factors led to the change in migration
patterns? What were the socioeconomic impacts on the origin and
destination regions? The research builds on migration theories,
particularly Everett Lee's push-pull framework.
Methodology: The study employs a historical-analytical approach,
relying on documentary and archival sources, including newspapers,
historical books, administrative reports, and contemporary articles.
The research scope encompasses northern Gulf ports (Bandar Abbas,
Bushehr, Bandar Lengeh) and southern Gulf ports (Dubai, Qatar,
Bahrain, and Kuwait). Data collection and analysis were conducted
qualitatively.
Findings: The study identifies key findings:
1. Push Factors in Northern Iranian Ports:
o Social insecurity: Tribal conflicts, weak governance, and
inability to ensure security.
o Poor financial and economic policies: Trade monopolies,
increased taxes, and economic hardships.
o Social pressures: Implementation of mandatory military
service and unveiling laws.
o Rise of smuggling: Undermining formal trade networks.
2. Pull Factors in Southern Gulf Ports:
o Trade-friendly policies by local rulers.
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o Port facilities and free-market environments.
o Emerging job opportunities, particularly in the pearl and oil
industries.

3. Impacts: The migration of Iranian labor, capital, and expertise to
southern Gulf ports spurred economic growth there while
leading to the decline of Iranian ports.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings highlight how structural
issues (insecurity, corruption) combined with economic opportunities
in southern Gulf ports triggered reverse migration. Inadequate support
from the Iranian government and restrictive trade policies further
intensified the exodus. It is recommended that governments address
local economic barriers and enhance infrastructure to prevent
excessive migration and promote balanced regional development.

Keywords: Migration, Population Movement, Persian Gulf,
Development, Ports.
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