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Abstract

Endowment (Wagqf) to Astan Quds Razavi has always been a
subject of interest to both the government and the people, and
the Safavid period is one of its most significant flourishing
eras according to historical documents from that period.
Examining the status of Astan Quds Razavi's endowments in
the Safavid era and analyzing the context and factors
influencing it can lead to a refinement of historical
knowledge. Using the historical method and a descriptive-
analytical approach, emphasizing endowment documents and
utilizing library resources, this article addresses the following
questions: What was the status of Astan Quds Razavi's
endowments in terms of donors (waqifs), type of usage
(consumption) and endowed assets (ragaba), and spatio-
temporal distribution during the Safavid period? And how can
the developments that occurred be explained? Based on the
findings, in the Safavid era, the most common type of
endowed asset was farmland, mostly located around
Mashhad; in other words, the distribution of endowments
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across the country was limited. In this period, although
endowments for religious ceremonies did not grow in parallel
with the government's actions to promote religious rituals,
endowments for the [Imam's] Households (Boyutat) were
aligned with the policies of the kings and the role the clergy
played, and had the highest frequency. Also, despite the
compelling need for providing security, no endowments were
provided for this purpose. An increase in endowments can be
observed after Shah Abbas I in this era; based on frequency,
the largest number of endowments belong, in order, to the
periods of Shah Soleiman, Shah Sultan Hossein, and Shah
Abbas I. Stability and security, the consolidation of central
government’s authority, the actions and approach of the Shah,
the organizational order of Astan Quds Razavi, and the
trustees selected from among Sayyids and clerics who had
influence and independence, were effective in endowments.
In addition to these, the empowerment of Shiite mujtahids and
also emphasis on the status of the Infallible Imams (AS) based
on their special role in minds and daily life according to the
concept of coexistence, were very effective in the prosperity
of endowments in this period.

Keywords: Endowment (Wagqf), Astan Quds Razavi,
Safavid, Social context, Politics, Religion.
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Immovable Endowments to Astan Quds Razavi in the
Safavid Era

Extended Abstract

Endowments to Astan Quds Razavi have always attracted the attention of
various social strata. The Safavid era, with the special support of the
government, kings, trustees, and the clergy, is one of the most important
periods of flourishing for endowments. Previous research has pointed to the
significant impact of endowments in this era on developing facilities,
meeting essential needs, and establishing public utility spaces in the shrine
of Imam Reza (AS) and the city of Mashhad. However, these studies have
underestimated the amount and distribution of endowments in this era
compared to the present study, or the prioritization of usage types has not
been carefully investigated. Furthermore, this article attempts to consider
different aspects of endowments and their fluctuations using a descriptive
and analytical approach; therefore, the present research is more
comprehensive. Thus, a more precise examination of the status of Astan
Quds Razavi's endowments in the Safavid era and an analysis of the context
and factors influencing it were considered because, in addition to refining
historical knowledge about the heritage upon which the contemporary
complex institution is based, it may contain instructive points. Using the
historical method and a descriptive-analytical approach, emphasizing
endowment documents and utilizing library resources and descriptive
statistics, this article addresses the following questions: What was the status
of Astan Quds Razavi's endowments in terms of donors, type of usage and
endowed assets, and spatio-temporal distribution during the Safavid period?
And how can the course of developments be explained considering factors
such as the approach of the Shahs, stability and security, the state of the
Astan's organization, and the role of the clergy? This article only examines
immovable endowments (properties) within the timeframe of 931 AH to
1147 AH. The criteria considered for recording data were the date of
endowment and the type of endowed asset (raqaba); for example, if person A
had endowments on two different dates in 930 AH, the year 930 AH is
mentioned twice, but if endowments were made on a single specific date, it
is counted only once; furthermore, in all cases, the types of endowed assets
were considered as separate. Regarding usage types, to avoid dispersion,
fifteen categories were prepared, including educational usage, Boyutat
(Households), medical, pilgrims, employees, ceremonies, Sayyids,
construction/development, sanitary, general, tombs, the poor, food provision
(It'am), sherbet-house, and freeing female slaves.

Based on the findings, in the Safavid era, most donors were men, and the
most common endowed asset was farmland. Shop endowments rank after
farmland, with their highest concentration (eight out of a total of eighteen
shop endowments) occurring between 1076 AH and 1088 AH. This indicates
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that trade was prosperous and shop revenues were significant. Endowments
were mostly located around Mashhad; meaning the endowments were
geographically distributed across twenty cities and regions, while their
dispersion across the country was limited. In this period, endowments for
Boyutat usage, aligned with government policies aimed at glorifying the
shrine of Imam Reza (AS) and the role played by the clergy concerning
pilgrimage and meeting its needs, have the highest frequency. However,
usage for religious ceremonies did not grow in parallel with government
actions to promote religious rituals. Also, given the government's special
attention to medical affairs within the Astan, donors showed little inclination
to allocate endowment proceeds to this purpose, and medical affairs were not
among their priorities; furthermore, the least use was for sanitary matters,
and even despite a considerable need for providing security, no endowments
were provided for this purpose. Considering the emphasis on building and
reconstructing schools in this era, support for educational endowments began
from the late reign of Shah Tahmasb and claimed the fifth rank among
endowment use types. Female donors in this era, who belonged to the upper
social stratum, also allocated the major share of their immovable endowment
proceeds first to Boyutat and then to educational purposes. An increase in
endowments can be observed after Shah Abbas I in this era, which, based on
frequency, belongs, in order, to the periods of Shah Soleiman, Shah Sultan
Hossein, and Shah Abbas I. Based on a decadal division, this increase started
from the mid-decade of 1061-1071 AH and continued until the mid-decade
of 1111-1121 AH.

Stability and security, the consolidation of central government’s authority,
the measures and approach of the Shah, the improved organization of Astan
Quds Razavi's structure, and the appointment of trustees from among
influential and independent Sayyids and religious scholars were effective in
endowments. Stability and attention to the Astan did not necessarily lead to a
significant spread of endowments to various regions and provinces though.
In addition to these, Shiite mujtahids, who were serious supporters of
endowments, gained power within the government apparatus during this
period. Their emphasis on an interpretation of the concept of coexistence
with the Imam in daily life was very effective in the prosperity of
endowments in this period.

Keywords: Endowment (Wagqf), Astan Quds Razavi, Safavid, Social context,
Politics, Religion.






