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Abstract

The analysis of Iran's backwardness is the historical
destiny of confronting Western modernity, which
compelled Iranians toward a historical awareness of this
issue. Concurrent with the search for the roots of
backwardness, the question of decadence also became part
of this inevitable confrontation. The experience of the
Constitutional Revolution, its failure, and the World War
are also parts of this ongoing confrontation, which
manifested in nationalist endeavors; hence, one form of
explaining Iran's decadent and backward condition
appeared in the "modernist nationalism" of the post-
Constitutional era. This approach, hoping to save Iran and
also due to an inclination toward the West, turned to
nationalism and modernity, with Seyyed Hassan
Taqgizadeh being the prominent figure of this approach.
Using an analytical-descriptive approach, the present
article seeks to answer the question: what was Taqizadeh’s
analysis of Iran's decadent and backward condition? He
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posits this problem in relation to foreign races, the
precedence of the Indian worldview, public illiteracy, the
confinement and baseness of women, moral corruption,
and religious beliefs mixed with bigotry. Therefore, he not
only emphasized the rational and scientific principles of
Western civilization but also considered his strategy to be
advocating for Iranian civilization and restoring its
greatness.
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Post-Constitutional Revolution Modernist Nationalism and
the Problem of Decadence and Backwardness from the
Viewpoint of Seyyed Hassan Taqizadeh

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The analysis of Iran's backwardness is the historical
destiny of confronting Western modernity, which compelled Iranians
toward a historical awareness of this issue. Concurrent with the search
for the roots of backwardness, the question of decadence also became
part of this inevitable confrontation. The experience of the
Constitutional Revolution, its failure, and the World War are also
parts of this ongoing confrontation, which manifested in nationalist
endeavors; hence, one form of explaining Iran's decadent and
backward condition appeared in the "modernist nationalism" of the
post-Constitutional era. This approach, hoping to save Iran and also
due to an inclination toward the West, turned to nationalism and
modernity, with Seyyed Hassan Taqizadeh being the prominent figure
of this approach. This article seeks to answer the question: what was
his analysis of Iran's decadent and backward condition?
Method: This article uses a descriptive-analytical approach and
library-based data collection method to explain and analyze
Taqizadeh's view on Iran's decadent and backward condition.
Findings: Inspired by modernist nationalism, Taqizadeh posits the
problem of Iran's decadence and backwardness by comparing it to
foreign races, the precedence of the Indian worldview, public
illiteracy, the confinement and baseness of women, moral corruption,
and religious beliefs mixed with bigotry. Therefore, he not only
emphasized the rational and scientific principles of Western
civilization but also considered his strategy to be advocating for
Iranian civilization and restoring its greatness.

Discussion and conclusion: The nation-building project,
fundamentally coupled with the dominance of the modernist approach,
became part of the grand project of this form of nationalism.
Prominent figures of this type of nationalism in the pre-Constitutional
period were able to create a metaphorical environment under which
nationalists like Taqizadeh could also present this project in their
explanations addressing Iran's weakness and backwardness. Taqizadeh
addressed this issue in line with the nation-building project and to
cover up the Iranian feeling of inferiority. The fact of the matter is that
in Taqizadeh's thought, nation-building and Iran-centric thinking
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manifested as xenophobia and an expression of hatred towards any
negative aspects of non-Iranian elements. His struggle against the
negative aspects of the character of the Arab, Turk, and Mongol races,
and marginalizing the clergy, regardless of the intention, pitted a
West-infatuated nationalism against Islam; therefore, the consequence
of some of his explanations was nothing but an effort to weaken the
stature of religion. For him, these explanations became a prelude
through which, within this intellectual discourse, he believed the
salvific solution for navigating the tumultuous path of modernity and
advancing the modern nation-building project is the science of public
education and training.

Keywords: Foreign races, Indian worldview, Illiteracy, Confinement
of women, Morality, Religious beliefs.



