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An Analysis of the Production and Usage of Textiles
in the Timurid Period Based on Historical Texts

Shahdokht Rahimpoor

Abstract

Textiles, as part of the civilizational heritage of various
cultures, are influenced by the social and cultural
conventions of each era. Besides being a part of human
life necessities with aesthetic features in design and
pattern, they are also economically valuable for
governments. During the Timurid period, despite the
development of various artistic indicators, there is a
lack of physical evidence of textiles from this era, and
information about the regions of production and the
types of woven fabrics is scarce. Therefore, it seems
that weaving and textile production did not sufficiently
flourish during the Timurid period. Since the
perishable nature of fibers accelerates the degradation
of textiles, the absence of rich resources does not
clarify the historical identity of these products. On the
other hand, the production of high-quality textiles in
the Safavid period could not have suddenly reached a
peak. This research aims to examine the status of
textiles in the Timurid period by revisiting some of the
texts from this era. The data collection is based on
library research, and the research method is descriptive

1. Senior Professor of Arak University, Carpet Department, Arak, Iran.
s-rahimpoor@araku.ac.ir

Received: Sep 23, 2024 - Accepted: Dec 25, 2024

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, share it
with others and Adapt the material for any purpose



|-\' a)wa‘;.:&)é)u@ublV

with a historical approach. According to the views of
historians and travel writers of the Timurid period, the
weaving of carpets and fabrics was common, and silk
and wool fibers were more widely used than linen in
textile production. The textiles produced were used for
trade, royal necessities, taxes, ransoms, gifts, mourning
and celebration ceremonies, treasury assets, clothing,
and decorations. Silk textiles were more prevalent than
woolen ones. The geographical scope of this period in
design, raw material supply, production, and exports
included 17 regions, some of which remain active in
textile production to this day. Based on written
sources, the uses of Timurid textiles and the high-
quality silk material give a unique structure to the
textiles of this historical period, which serves as
evidence of the continuity of weaving traditions and
textile exports and trade during this era.

Keywords: Textiles, Timurid Period, Historical Sources,
Usage, Production Regions.
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An Analysis of the Production and Usage of Textiles in the
Timurid Period Based on Historical Texts

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Textiles are part of the cultural heritage of various cultures.
The development of textile knowledge is affected by the social and cultural
conventions of each period. As one of the essentials of life with beauty in
design and pattern, these products are also economically valuable for
governments. The problem is that despite the development of various
artistic indicators in the Timurid period, we are faced with a lack of
objective evidence of the textiles of this period. And it seems that the
weaving and production of textiles in the Timurid period did not have
enough growth. Since, the degradable nature of fibers causes the speed of
textile degradation The lack of sufficient objective evidence does not
determine the historical identity of the textile products of this period, On
the other hand, the production of high-quality textiles of the Safavid period
cannot have suddenly reached a sudden growth, and the background of the
productions of the Timurid period is influential in the important
productions of carpets and textiles of this period. The purpose of this
research is to emphasize the identity of the textiles of the Timurid period
according to the texts of the Timurid period and to introduce the types of
handwoven fabrics from the point of view the type of fibers, their
application and the geography of their production and seeks to answer the
following two questions.

- How was the state of production in many regions and the use of textiles in
the Timurid period based on historical texts?

- What were the most important textiles of the Timurid period based on the
type of fiber?

The sum of the studies conducted is based on the examination of
miniatures and painting, and the remaining texts of this period. Studies
influenced by painting are devoted to the investigation of clothing
decorations, clothing designs and colors, and carpets of the Timurid period.
Studies influenced by the texts have investigated the trade of Yazd silk
fabrics, Timurid types of tents and curtains. The textiles of the Timurid
period, based on the texture, include two-ply silk fabric, gold weaver, low-
pile velvet, painted fabric, and embroidery (Talibpour,1400: 115). This
research focuses on the general classification of Timurid period hand
wovens based on the type of fibers used, and the use of types of hand
wovens, the importance of the weaver's guild, the extent of weaving areas
based on seven texts related to the Timurid period.
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Methodology: This theoretical research was done with a historical
approach. Collecting information is a library method. The sources used are
travelogues and historiography books of the Timurid period, and articles
written in connection with the textiles of this period. The information has
been analyzed in a descriptive-analytical way. The historical texts studied
in this research are: Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi's Zafar nameh, Clavijo's travel
book (the Spanish ambassador during Timur's period) and Ajaib al-
Magdoor fi Akhbar Timur by Ibn Arabshah, which examines the events of
Timur's time. Hafez Abro's Zabda al-Tawarikh, a narrative from the time
of Timur and his children, the informant of al-Saadin and the majmal
Bahrain by Kamal al-Din Abd al-Razzaq Samargandi related to the period
of Abu Said, and the works of Zamchi Asfzari and Nizami (from court
secretaries) on the history of the reign of Sultan Hossein Baigara, and the
travelogues of Venetians in connection with the final period of the
Timurian rule and center of government is Ozon Hasan. This article
examines the textiles of the Timurid period based on three factors: type of
fibers, use of textiles and geography of production.

Findings: Timurid period textiles are divided into two general categories:
floor coverings and cloth. In terms of raw materials, there were three
categories of silk, wool and linen textiles. Woven silks are the most textiles
of the Timurid period. Woven silks are the most textiles of the Timurid
period. The frequency of use of silk fabric is such that it indicates the
prosperity of silk weavers throughout the Timurid period. Centers related
to textiles include Khorasan, Yazd, Herat, Samarkand, Shirvan, Gilan,
Mazandaran, Kurdistan, Tasuj and Shabestar, Tabriz, Shiraz, Hormuz,
Kashan, Merv, Qohestan and Jam.

Conclusions and suggestions: Under the patronage of the Timurid kings, in
this period, rugs and rugs were commonly woven in government workshops
and privately managed workshops in most cities of Iran. Woven fabric with
silk materials and trade exchanges of silk goods are of primary importance,
followed by woolen and cotton fabrics, which are the most produced textile
products of this period. Textiles were used for royal necessities, taxes, trade,
redemption, gifts, use for clothing (royal, common people and dervishes)
and treasury property, mourning for death and celebrations and decorations.
In 17 cities of Iran during the Timurid period, according to the studied texts,
commercial and production prosperity of textiles has been common. The
comparative study of Timurid and llkhani or Safavid period textiles, and the
review of other texts of the Timurid period in introducing the textiles of this
period are research suggestions for other researchers.

Keywords: Textiles, Timurid Period, Historical Sources, Usage,
Production Regions.
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The Role and Consequences of Publications in the
Modern Policies of Iranian Women with Emphasis on
the Issue of Clothing and Fashion (1310-1320SH)

Seyed Hassan Shojaee Divkolaei*, Mohammad Amin khodabandeh?

Abstract

One of the main social reform programs of the first
Pahlavi government was the modernization of Iranian
women's society. To achieve this goal, the Pahlavi
government was trying to encourage and require a wide
range of women, especially in the two issues of clothing
and fashion, to follow a path that would result in them
becoming modern women. In achieving this goal, the
publications of the early Pahlavi era played an important
role as the most important media available to society. The
role played by publications in the first Pahlavi era,
especially in the years 1310-1320, had consequences.
Accordingly, this research seeks to address and answer the
question of what was the role and function of publications
in the government's modern women's policy in the years
1931 to 1941, with an emphasis on the issue of clothing
and fashion, and what consequences did it bring, using a

1. Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. (Corresponding author).
h.shojaee@umz.ac.ir

2. PhD Student in the History of Islamic Iran, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran,
Iran. khodabandeh.ma78@gmail.com

Received: Nov 17, 2024 - Accepted: Jan 22, 2025

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, share it
with others and Adapt the material for any purpose



|-\' BJLQ.:I %ﬁ}&) @JUQannliY

historical approach and the use of publications and
archival documents. The research findings show that
Iranian publications during the first Pahlavi period,
especially during the years 1931 to 1941, within the
framework of the role that publications function in
political systems with an absolute governance model,
played a promotional and propaganda role to advance the
goals and programs of modernization of the Pahlavi
government in women's affairs; this function and role was
more focused on changing the women's traditional
clothing, which was done on the one hand by criticizing
the old traditional clothing and on the other hand by
advertising new clothing and New ornaments in
newspapers. The consequence of such a function can be
seen in the prevalence of female consumerism. Signs of
the prevalence of consumerism can be seen in the increase
in the import of women's consumer goods in the field of
clothing, cosmetics and accessories, such as fabrics and
sewn clothes, hats, perfumes, colognes and watches, and
Iran's trade statistics for the years 1931 to 1938 indicate an
increase in the import rate of these goods. The increase in
imports of these goods also indicates an increase in
consumption rates and the prevalence of consumerism
among Iranian women in the years under discussion.

Keywords: Pahlavi the First, Modernity, Women,
Publications, Consumerism.
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Transliteration

Documents

National Documentation Organization of Iran (Sazman-e Asnad-e Melli-ye Iran)
SAKMA

SAKMA, Document ID 29438/298/96.
SAKMA, Document ID, 001436/240.
SAKMA Document ID 6038/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 10894/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 17398/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 74363/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 6563/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6568/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6627/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6628/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6568/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 8240/290.
SAKMA Document ID 290/8366.
SAKMA, Document ID 290/8544.
SAKMA, Document ID 290/8588.
SAKMA, document ID 291/1149.
SAKMA, document ID, 239/1477.
SAKMA, Document ID 63912/293.
SAKMA, document ID 297/1051.
SAKMA, document ID 1063/297.
SAKMA, document ID 297/1710.
SAKMA, Document ID 310/52683.
SAKMA, document ID 6200/340.

Newspapers and magazines

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1931). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1930, Tehran, Bagherzadeh
Brothers Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1931). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1930, Tehran, Ferdowsi
Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1933). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1932, Tehran, Mehr Printing
House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1935), Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1935, Tehran, Yemeni Printing
House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1937). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1936, Tehran, Fardin and
Baradar Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1939). Statistics of Iran's trade with
foreign countries in 1939, Tehran, Pharos Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1942). Statistics of Iran's trade with
foreign countries in 1939, Tehran, Pharos Printing House.
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Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.

462, April 21, 1307.
745, April 29, 1308.
1290, April 17, 1310.
1327, June 1, 1310.
1524, January 30, 1310.
1925, June 19, 1312.
1935, July 12, 1312.
3106, April 27, 1316.
3108, April 29, 1316.
3163, June 15, 1316.
3169, June 31, 1316.
3182, July 13, 1316.
3184, July 15, 1316.
3189, July 20, 1316.
3191, July 22, 1316.
4408, January 9, 1319.
4408, March 7, 1319.
4467, March 12, 1319.
4471, March 6, 1319.
4472, March 7, 1319.
4474, March 7, 1319.
4477, March 13 1319.
4479, March 15, 1319.
4482, March 17, 1319.

Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
1820, May 1304.
1821, May 1304.
1822, May 1304.
1823, May 1304.
1825, May 1304.

Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.

Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.

25, December 1309.
27, September 1309.
28, September 1309.
31, October 1309.
32, October 1309.
35, November 1309.
36, November 1309.
41, January 1309.
43, January 13009.
44, January 13009.
49, March 1309.

54, March 1309.

58, April 1310.

213, April 1313.
222, June 1313.
227, July 1313.

4879, January 1314.
5082, September 1315.
5094, October 1315.
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Iran Newspaper, No. 5107, October 1315.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5116, November 1315.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5313, July 1316.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5340, August 1316.

Iran Newspaper, No. 6465, February 1319.
Tajadod-e-Iran Newspaper, No. 977, April 1311.
Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 981, April 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 996, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1000, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1004, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1005, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No.1008, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No.1805, January 1314.

Rahnama-ye Zendegi Newspaper, Issue 2, December 1319.
Zaban-e Zanan Newspaper, Issue 1, December 1320.
jarageh Newspaper, Issue 1, March 1305.

‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 1, November 1291.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 10, October 1306.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 11, November 1306.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 1, January 1308.
Qosiin Magazine, Newspaper 1, September 1301.

Books and articles

Akbari, Mohammad Ali (2014). An introduction to the history of cultural planning
in contemporary Iran, Tehran, Cultural Research Office.

Dashti, Ali (2016). Fifty-five. Tehran, Amir Kabir.

Shafiei and Farhani, Somayeh Sadat and Mojgan (2017). Content Analysis of the
PEYK-E SAA DAT-E NESWA N Magazine; Requirements for Women on the
Eve of the Pahlavi Era; Journal of the cultural history studies, Year 8, Issue 32,
pp. 1-27.

Qasemi, Seyed Farid (2003). Guide to the Iranian Press in the Qajar Period, Tehran,
Media Research Studies Center Publications.

The Judiciary, the official newspaper of the country (2009). Collection of laws and
regulations of the years 1320-1300 AH. Vol. 1 Tehran, Official Newspaper of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Judiciary, the official newspaper of the country. (2009). Collection of laws and
regulations of the constitutional era of 1299-1285 AH, Tehran, official
newspaper of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Karimian, Ali (2004). The Office of the Guide to Writing Letters or Monitoring
Press Censorship during the Reza Shah Period. Ganjineh As-Sand. Volume 14.
Issue 3. pp. 93-62.

Homayoun Katouzian, Mohammad Ali (2002). The Political Economy of Iran,
translated by Mohammad Reza Nafisi and Kambiz Azizi, Tehran, Markaz
Publishing.

Yousefifar and Jangou, Shahram and Shahnaz (2019). The issue of women and
femininity in the Ettelaat newspaper during the first Pahlavi period (1304-1320
AH), quarterly scientific journal of Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities
and Cultural Studies, Year 10, Issue 2, pp. 231-254.
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The Role and Consequences of Publications in the Modern
Policies of Iranian Women with Emphasis on the Issue of
Clothing and Fashion (1310-1320SH)

extended abstract

Introduction:

During the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi, the modernization of Iranian
women’s society was one of the key pillars of social reforms. The
government aimed to create fundamental changes in women’s lives by
focusing on areas such as education, health, and dress code, which in turn
led to the spread of fashion trends related to clothing. In this context,
newspapers, as the public media of the time, played a crucial role in
promoting and propagating the policies of modernization. This study
examines the role and impact of newspapers during the Pahlavi | period in
changing women’s attire and expanding consumerism. The main research
question is as follows: What was the role and impact of newspapers in the
modernization policies for women during the Pahlavi | era (from \yr\.to yrv.

in the Iranian calendar), with a focus on clothing and fashion? Additionally,
what were the consequences of these policies in terms of the promotion of
consumerism during this period?

The research background indicates that, so far, there has been no study
exclusively examining the role and function of newspapers in the
modernization policies for women during the Pahlavi | period, nor analysing
the consequences such as consumerism. However, there are numerous works
on women’s issues in modern Iranian history, some of which share
similarities with this research.

The book “Why Did Your Name Fade from My Memory?” by Afshaneh
Najmabadi discusses the historical role of women and the redefinition of
gender across various historical periods in Iran. It addresses women’s
participation in social transformations, their role in the Constitutional
Revolution, and their activism during the Reza Shah era, including their
involvement in the unveiling policy. However, this book does not
particularly focus on the role of the press in the modernization of women or
the consequences like consumerism.

The Status of Women’s Employment during Reza Shah’s Rule by Marzieh
Hosseini analyzes the impact of the unveiling policy and modernization on
women, including those in rural areas and nomadic communities. The author
emphasizes that these policies, in addition to controlling women’s bodies,
also brought about structural violence and profound social changes.
However, the role of the press in advancing modernization policies and the
consequences such as consumerism are not thoroughly explored in this book
either.

The article “The Organization of Women’s Bodies and the Formation of
Women’s Professions during Reza Shah’s Era” offers a novel approach by
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studying the influence of Reza Shah’s policies on the management of women’s
bodies and the creation of a new identity for women. It also addresses the
emergence of the beauty industry and the economic changes resulting from it.
Although this article touches on consumerism and the impact of cultural
policies, the precise role of the press is still somewhat neglected.

The article “The Woman Question and Femininity in the Ettela’at
Newspaper” (by Yousefi Far and Jangjou) addresses women’s issues in
various issues of the Ettela’at newspaper, and the article “Content Analysis
of the ‘Peyk-e Sa’adat-e Nesvan’ Magazine” (by Shafii and Farahani)
focuses on the necessity of educating women at the dawn of the Pahlavi era.
In the mentioned studies, although multiple topics such as unveiling,
women’s social roles, and the impact of Reza Shah’s policies on them are
analysed, a comprehensive and quantitative examination of the role of the
press in women’s modernization policies and their consequences, like
consumerism, remains a gap in need of a broader study based on statistics,
figures, and historical examples.

Research method:

This research is conducted using a historical research method, utilizing
archival documents and newspapers from the first Pahlavi period (1310-1320
in the Iranian calendar). Content analysis of these publications, statistical
data related to imports, and an examination of changes in the consumption
patterns of women’s society have been employed as the main analytical
tools. These data have been analysed using both descriptive and analytical
methods.

Research findings:

The findings of the research indicate that newspapers from the first Pahlavi
period played a significant role in changing the clothing patterns and
lifestyles of women. These publications criticized traditional dress and
promoted modern clothing and luxury goods, encouraging women to
consume new products. This trend led to an increase in imports of items such
as luxurious fabrics, fashionable clothing, shoes, hats, perfumes, and
cosmetics. Statistical data on imports of consumer goods for women,
compiled in Iran’s trade statistics from 1309 to 1319, show a significant
increase, reflecting the expansion of consumerism among Iranian women.
Discussion and conclusion:

The newspapers from the first Pahlavi period served as key promotional and
advertising tools, playing a crucial role in the modernizing policies regarding
women during the Pahlavi regime. By promoting alignment with new
feminine ideals, these publications had a significant impact on women’s
lifestyles. The outcome of this approach was not only social and cultural
changes but also extensive economic effects, which manifested in the
increase of imports of consumer goods for women and, more broadly, the
rise of consumerism.

Keywords: First Pahlavi, Modernity, Momen, Publications, Prevalence of
consumerism.
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Recognizing Cultural Transformations in Arran
during the 4th and 5th Centuries AH/10th and
11th Centuries AD Based on Literary Sources

Ismail Shams!

Abstract

The cultural history of Arran during the 4th and 5th
centuries AH is one of the significant topics that has
received little attention in the historical sources of that
period, and as a result, it has not been adequately addressed
in contemporary historical research. This study, written
using a historical method with a cultural history approach
and by referencing literary sources from this period,
examines the cultural transformations in Arran during these
two centuries. The aim of this study is to demonstrate the
process of weakening of the dominant Arabic culture in
Arran and the various aspects of the revival of indigenous
culture and the spread of Iranian culture in its place. The
findings of this study, while correcting and complementing
some previous research, show that the Sajid, Salarid,
Rawadid, and Shaddadid dynasties, from the beginning of
the 4th century to the middle of the 5th century AH,
expelled the governors appointed by the Abbasid Caliphate
and established semi-independent states in Arran, thereby
ending the hegemony of Arabic culture and language. This
led to the consolidation of the region's indigenous language
and traditions, on the one hand, and the spread of Iranian

1. Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign
Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. esmailshams@atu.ac.ir
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culture and the Persian Dari language, on the other.
Additionally, the Shahnameh (Book of Kings) culture
became prevalent, and ancient names such as Shapur,
Anushirvan, and Manuchehr appeared alongside Islamic
names like Fazl and Ali. Festivals such as Nowruz,

Mehregan, and Sadeh were celebrated alongside Eid events
in Islam.

Keywords: Cultural History, Arran, Indigenous Customs,
Persian Language, Shahnameh Tradition.
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Recognizing Cultural Transformations in Arran during
the 4th and 5th Centuries AH/10th and 11th Centuries
AD Based on Literary Sources

Extended Abstract

The cultural history of Arran in the 4th and 5th centuries AH is an important
topic that has been less addressed in historical sources of that period and, for
this reason, does not have much place in contemporary historical research.
The purpose of this research, which has been carried out using a historical
method and with a cultural history approach and referring to literary sources
of this period, is to examine the cultural developments of this region in these
two centuries. The aim of this research is to show the process of weakening
the dominant Arabic culture in Arran and the various aspects of reviving the
native culture and expanding the Iranian culture in its place. The findings of
this research, while correcting and completing some previous research, show
that the Sajid, Sallarids, Rawadids and Shaddadids governments from the
beginning of the 4th century to the middle of the 5th century AH established
semi-independent governments in Arran by expelling the governors
appointed by the Abbasid Caliphate and putting an end to the hegemony of
Arabic culture and language. The question is, what was the process of
transformation of the dominant Arabic culture into Iranian culture and
Shahnameh in Arran? What role did the Shadadidd rulers and other rulers of
Arran play in this? What were the most important symbols and signs of the
spread of Iranian culture? The research findings show that simultaneously
with the east of Iran, the Persian language and Shahnameh culture spread in
Arran, and poets such as Asadi Tusi and Qatran Tabrizi wrote poetry in
Persian, and people such as Onsor al-Maali also went to Arran and interacted
with the Shadadid rulers. Since no independent book or research article has
been written on the nature and process of cultural transformation of Arran in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH based on literary sources, this article lacks a
research background in the conventional sense. Despite this, many writers on
the history of Iranian literature, such as Edward Brown and Zabihullah Safa
and others, have discussed the spread of Persian literature in Azerbaijan in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH within the framework of their work, but their
material is not very useful for this research. Badi’ al-Zaman Forozanfar also
included discussions related to Asadi and Qatran under the Seljuk era, which
is incorrect; Because Qatran has been writing poetry for the rulers of Arran
since at least 421 AH, when the Seljuks had not yet come to power. Abdul
Hossein Zarrinkoob also briefly spoke in the first chapter of Pir Ganja about
the cultural situation of Arran, and especially the city of Ganja, before the
emergence of the Ganjavi army. He analyzed the cultural situation of Ganja
more from the perspective of the consequences of the "Ghaza", that is, the
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war between Muslims and the infidels. Despite the importance of
Zarrinkoob's perspective, there are sometimes mistakes in his work. In recent
years, several other studies have been conducted that are closer to the subject
of this article than the above. The introduction to Divan Qatran by Mahmoud
Abedi and colleagues, although it contains good points about Qatran Tabrizi,
contains several serious historical errors that cause the reader to err. This
study, which was conducted based on the approach of cultural history,
showed that it is possible to recognize the cultural developments of Arran in
the 4th and 5th centuries AH by citing literary texts. During this period, Dari
Persian became the language of the court and poetry of Arran, and pre-
Islamic political culture gradually spread among the rulers of Arran. Reciting
the Shahnameh and using the Rijal of the Shahnameh as a behavioral and
intellectual model for the kings of Arran became a common practice among
poets. Despite this, a balance was established between Islamic and ancient
culture, and nationalism did not have a chance to penetrate. Religious
festivals and customs such as Ramadan and Qurban were celebrated
alongside ancient festivals such as Nowruz and Mehregan. The naming
system was also a combination of Islamic names such as Fazl and Ali and
ancient names such as Shapur, Anushirvan, and Lashkari. The people spoke
Persian, Kurdish, Daylami, Arabic, and Arran languages, and were
influenced by neighboring Roman, Armenian, and Georgian cultures. The
cultural other in Arran was influenced by religious conflict, mostly by
Georgians, Armenians, and Abkhazians. Finally, with the Seljuk invasion,
the cultural fabric of Arran changed, and the nomadic Turkmen weakened
the urban and sedentary culture.

Given that the author's work was largely descriptive, it is essential that more
analytical work be done in this area in the future. Any analysis must be
based on historical data, and since the data in this article is limited, the
analytical capacity will also be limited, and the analysis has been done as far
as this capacity allows. | hope that in the future, by identifying new sources,
more descriptive and consequently analytical work will be done, and the
research shortcomings in this area will be addressed.

Keywords: Cultural history, Arran, Native customs and traditions, Persian
language, Shahnameh tradition.
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A comparative study of the influence of political
discourses in the second half of the 1970s on the
movie posters of ""E’teraz”” (Protest) and ""Ajans-e
Shishei” (The Glass Agency) based on semiotics®
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Abstract

Discourse, as an influential method in shaping the
objects discussed within a society, encompasses
various  fields, including politics. Political
discourses, by dominating any given period, affect
multiple existing structures such as cultural, social,
and economic realms; cinema, as a cultural product,
is no exception. The cinematic works of any society
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are not merely products of isolated individual minds;
rather, they are influenced by the prevailing political
discourses of that society, which need extensive
promotion to convey their concepts and themes to
audiences and impact their mindsets in line with
encouraging them to watch the films. One of the
promotional tools is film posters, which, relying on
their specific language, represent the semantic and
discursive system governing the creation and display
of films. The present study, based on discursive
semiotics and utilizing library and audiovisual
resources (film posters), attempts to conduct a
comparative study of the discursive and semantic
systems present in the movie posters of “E’teraz”
(Protest) and "Ajans-e Shishei” (The Glass Agency)
to demonstrate how the political discourses in the
second half of the 1990s in Iran have influenced
these movie posters from a semiotic perspective.
Based on the findings, the semiotic discursive
systems in the posters of "Protest” and "Glass
Agency” show that these posters have been
influenced by both classical (principlist) and modern
(reformist)  political  discourses,  with  their
differences and similarities being elucidated through
the explanation of the visual and narrative elements
embedded in these two posters.

Keywords: Political discourse, semiotics, film poster,
E’teraz (Protest), Ajans-e Shishei (The Glass Agency).
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A comparative study of the influence of political discourses in the
second half of the 1970s on the movie posters of "E’teraz” (Protest)
and "Ajans-e Shishei” (The Glass Agency) based on semiotics

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Discourse, as a style influencing the shaping of the
discussed objects in a society, includes different fields such as culture
and politics. Cinema, as a cultural product, is not exempt from this,
and cinematographic works are affected by political discourses in that
society, which need wide publicity to convey their concepts and
themes to the audience in order to persuade them to watch the film.
One of the advertising tools are movie posters, which rely on their
own language to represent the semantic and discourse system that
governs the making and showing of movies. In this research, discourse
semiotics is taken as a theoretical framework to study and investigate
the effect of political discourse on movie posters "Protest” and " The
Glass Agency". The main goals of this research are first to explain the
discourse and semantic systems of the above movie posters, under the
influence of the political discourses of the second half of the seventies
of Iran, and then the comparative study of the influence of these
posters on the dominant political discourses of their time. Therefore,
the question of the research is how the process of the discourse and
semantic system in the proposed movie posters has been formed under
the influence of the dominant political discourses, and also what are
the differences and similarities between these posters? So far, no
separate research has been done on this topic, only by studying and
reviewing the researches and researches done, a number of works with
very few commonalities can be found.

Methodology: Emphasizing discourse semiotics and based on library
and audio-visual sources, this research explains the discourse and
meaning systems in the movie posters "Protest” and "Glass Agency"
in order to conduct a comparative study of the influence of political
discourses on these posters. Political discourses in the second half of
the 70s of Iran with the titles of reformist (modern and post-
structuralist) and fundamentalist (classical and structuralist) with
negative signifiers and values of each other were raised at the level of
society. These values in the "reformist discourse” included things such
as "attention to the youth™, "defense of women's rights", "freedom of
expression and opinion™ and "respect for individual and social rights"
and in the “principlist discourse™ these signifiers were under the
headings of "invasion". cultural", "justice”, "province" was
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committed. Semantics is a scientific method for investigating the way
of creating meaning in discourses, and this approach has several
discourse systems such as active and tense discourse systems. The
action system follows the request and is divided into two types;
Prescriptive discourse and interactive discourse. But in tense
discourse; The action completely relies on the tension and emotional
states of the actor and is based on two characteristics of "pressure and
scope" that interact with each other and this relationship creates a
tense rhythm in the discourse and visual systems. Also, since movie
posters are designed to include these systems in order to convey
information, ideology, implicit and explicit meaning about the movie
narrative, it uses some scenes of the movie narrative and the presence
of portraits and the human action is also shown in the silent image of
the poster, with his portrait postures and his look at the audience;
which includes different types: full-face, half-face and three-face
view. Therefore, by analyzing these visual and narrative elements, we
can understand the hidden meanings in the posters.

The findings: Both posters are visually similar: It has two separate
image parts, space and portrait, with two long-shot and medium-close-
up views, which have an interlocking component. In the lower part,
they are one of the conflict scenes of the movie with motionless
people observing these scenes. In the upper part, the portraits of the
characters that determine the end of the narrative of the film are
included. The title of the film is placed in the middle part of both
posters and with the content of the name and the color of the writing,
it expresses the reason of the film's narration. In addition to the above,
both posters show well the hidden political discourses in the narrative
structure of the film, and this conflict of views can be clearly seen by
relying on the semiotic systems of the discourse. The differences
between the two movie posters are as follows; In the "Protest" movie
poster, the political discourse of reforms has been objectively
expressed and by showing images such as the beating of a young man
and the bruised eye of a woman, etc., it has shown an oppressed face
of the followers of this discourse, who have been reprimanded. The
direction of the eyes of the people on the top of the picture is in
different directions, each of which shows a different discourse
meaning, and it shows that the structure of the narrative is formed by
the different actions created by these people. It does not defend itself.
By clearly showing the image of the observers, their fearful and
desperate situation has been emphasized. While in the "Glass Agency"
movie poster, the fans of the fundamentalist political discourse have
innocently shown the pained eyes of the man in front of the picture
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and the torn clothes of the person fleeing from the officers and... that
they have been attacked and their rights have been weakened. In the
upper part, the eyes are directed towards the man in front of the
picture to show the audience that all the narrative events of the film
story depend on this person's actions. In the lower part, the man whose
clothes are damaged is in a position of power because he ran forward,
so he has the ability to deal with the people behind him. The
background watchers are in a position of power even though they are
immersed in a foggy aura.

Conclusion: In the "Protest" movie poster, the classical and
fundamentalist political discourse is shown in a deterministic and
prescriptive way, which criticizes the values of the modern and
reformist political discourse such as "attention to the youth™ and
"defense of women's rights"”. In the "Glass Agency" movie poster, the
classical and fundamentalist political discourse is shown in an
innocent state that has been attacked by the values of the modern and
reformist discourse; Therefore, he has forced the claimants of these
discourse signs to take a confrontational and power-oriented action.

Keywords: Political discourse, semantic sign, film poster, protest,
glass agency.
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How Mawlawis confronted the Kadizadelis in the
Ottoman period (1032-1095 AH - 1623-1684 AD)

Hassan Hazrati', Bahram Karju Ajirlu?, Mehdi Ebadi®

Abstract

The Mawlawis order, attributed to Mawlana Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Balkhi/Rumi, held a high position in Ottoman
society and state. In the 11th century AH, the Kadizadelis
movement emerged in Istanbul under the influence of anti-
Sufi ideas with the aim of combating heresy and religious
reform. The Kadizadelis, having gained influence in the
Ottoman state, took hostile attitude against Sufis,
especially the Mawlawis. They believed that Sufi Islam
was far from true Islam, that the Mawlawis in Islam had
committed heresy and blasphemy through practices such
as sama' and dancing, and that most of the problems of the
Ottoman state stemmed from these heresies. It was in such
circumstances that the Mawlawis, in order to confront this
extremist ideology, inevitably began to defend the cultural
heritage of Mawlana. The present study, relying on the
method of historical analytical study, examines how the
Mawlawis confronted the dogmatic ideas of the
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Kadizadelis in the 11th century AH. The findings of this
research show that the Kadizadelis, by exerting influence
in the Ottoman state, and especially in Istanbul, tried to
weaken the spiritual and cultural legacy of Mawlana in
Ottoman society. Faced with such circumstances, the
Mawlawis, especially Isméil Rusuhi Ankaravi, the resident
of the Galata Mevlevihane at this time, sought to defend
the ideas, customs, and pillars of the Mawlawis order
through comprehensive scientific and cultural activities.
As a result of these activities, and of course, by attracting
the support of the Ottoman state by the Mawlawis, the
cultural heritage of Mawlana came back on the path to
revival and, like in previous centuries, continued to live in
Ottoman society with increasing popularity.

Keywords: the Ottoman state, the Mawlawis, the
Kadizadelis, the Mawlawi Rituals, Ismail Rusuhi
Ankaravi.
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How Mawlawis confronted the Kadizadelis in the Ottoman
period (1032-1095 AH - 1623-1684 AD)

Extensive Abstract

The Mawlawi Order, which originates from the cultural and mystical
ideas of Rumi (Jalal al-Din Muhammad Balkhi/Rumi), significantly
influenced Ottoman society in various domains spiritual, artistic,
literary, and musical throughout different historical periods. By
utilizing Rumi's cultural heritage as a tool for spiritual cultivation, the
order promoted a philosophy rooted in love, peace, and humanity
within the Ottoman community. Due to their close ties with the
Ottoman state and society, the Mawlawis held both substantial social
presence and notable political influence up until the 11th century AH /
17th century CE. This influence enabled them to play a pivotal role in
the cultural transformations of the period. In the same era, the
emergence of the Kadizadeliler movement emphasizing adherence to
early Islamic teachings marked a significant ideological shift. The
Kadizadeliler attributed societal issues and the weakening of the
Ottoman state to the rise of innovations (bid‘ah) and moral corruption.
As a result, they sought to propagate reformist, Salafi-oriented, and
anti-Sufi ideas on a broad scale. Thus, unlike previous periods, the
Mawlawi Order found itself in markedly different circumstances
during this era. The Ottoman state, influenced by the Kadizadelis
movement, even implemented restrictive measures against the
followers of this order. While valuable research, particularly in
Turkey, has been conducted on the Kadizadelis' disputes with Sufism
and various mystical orders during the 11th century AH / 17th century
CE, these studies have primarily focused on the Kadizadelis'
controversies with the Sivasi branch. Although these works briefly
touch upon the views and ideas of the Mawlawis, the conflict between
the Mawlawis and the Kadizadelis along with the role of the
Mawlawis in defending and preserving Rumi's cultural heritage during
this critical period in Ottoman history has not received substantial
scholarly attention. This gap is notable given that the Mawlawis
undertook comprehensive efforts to counter the anti-Sufi ideology of
the Kadizadelis during this tumultuous period for their order.
Therefore, this study seeks to address the following questions using a
historical approach and relying on credible primary sources: How did
the Mawlawis defend the existence of their order against the
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Kadizadeliler movement? Despite the destructive attacks of the
Kadizadeliler, how did they ultimately manage to preserve and sustain
Rumi's spiritual and cultural legacy within Ottoman society?

With the rise of the Kadizadelis movement and their political influence
within the Ottoman ruling elite, the relationship between mystical orders
particularly the Mawlawi Order and the Ottoman state came under
significant strain. The Kadizadelis regarded practices common among the
Mawlawis, such as sama, music, and other ritualistic expressions, as
blatant innovations (bid‘ah) and viewed them as signs of deviation from
true Islam. Although the Kadizadelis posed serious short-term challenges
and obstacles for the Mawlawis and other Sufi orders, the Mawlawis soon
embarked on an intellectual and ideological response to this rigid and
dogmatic movement. In their efforts, the followers of the Mawlawi Order
sought to elucidate the true value of Rumi's cultural legacy by producing
scholarly, cultural, and religious works most notably commentaries on
Rumi's Masnavi-ye Ma‘navi. They aimed to demonstrate that the beliefs
and values of the Mawlawi path were not only consistent with Islamic
teachings and law but also offered a mystical framework for attaining
divine truth. Figures such as Ismail Rusuhi Ankaravi played pivotal roles
in this endeavor. Through their writings on the principles and practices of
the Mawlawi Order, they not only defended the order but also underscored
its vital role in maintaining social and spiritual balance in Ottoman society,
particularly highlighting its significance to Ottoman statesmen.

The scientific and cultural activities of the Mawlawis in countering the
regressive ideas of the Kadizadelis not only safeguarded Rumi's
legacy but also convinced Ottoman statesmen that the Mawlawi
mysticism posed no threat to Islam or society. As the Kadizadeliler’
actions and the promotion of their ideas led to violence, unrest, and
social instability, the peaceful message of the Mawlawis prompted a
shift in Ottoman policies and attitudes toward the Mawlawi Order and
its teachings. This eventually led the Ottoman state to extend its
support to the Mawlawis. The declining influence of the Kadizadelis
within the Ottoman government further weakened their societal
standing, allowing the Mawlawis to largely restore their position
within both the state and society. A significant outcome of this
intellectual confrontation between the Mawlawis and the Kadizadelis
was the creation of remarkable works that served as guardians of
Rumi's cultural legacy for future generations. These works
emphasized the harmony between mysticism and Islamic teachings
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while highlighting the Mawlawis' efforts to counter extremist
ideologies and preserve the spiritual values of Ottoman society.
Despite the challenges and restrictions of the 11th century AH / 17th
century CE, this period provided the Mawlawis with an opportunity to
strengthen their position by adapting Rumi’s messages to the social
and political context of the time. The Mawlawi Order not only ensured
its survival but also enhanced its appeal and influence by
reinterpreting Rumi’s teachings in a manner that resonated with the
era’s needs. This historical experience offered a model for the
interaction between mysticism and politics, emphasizing the
importance of dialogue and truth-seeking as effective means of
countering extremist movements. Thus, further research into Rumi's
cultural legacy within the Ottoman realm appears essential to address
issues such as the role of Ottoman cultural and religious policies in the
expansion of the Mawlawi Order and Rumi’s heritage. Such studies
should also explore the contributions of key figures, like Ismail
Rusuhi Ankaravi, who played pivotal roles in defending, promoting,
and perpetuating the Mawlawi heritage and Iranian culture within the
Ottoman government across various historical periods. A comparative
analysis of Mawlawi works in literature, philosophy, music, and art
could reveal the extent and depth of Rumi’s cultural legacy within
different layers of Ottoman society, shedding light on the underlying
reasons and factors behind its influence. Moreover, a comparative
examination of the Mawlawi Order with other Sufi orders, such as the
Nagshbandi, Qadiri, or Bektashi orders, could provide a historical
understanding of the unique factors that contributed to the survival
and continuity of the Mawlawi tradition and ideas.

Keyword§: Ottoman government, Mawlawis, Kadizadelis, Mawlawis
practices, [smail Rusuhi Ankaravi
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The Concept of Freedom in the Thought of Mirza
Malkum Khan

Fardin Moradkhani’

Abstract

The concept of freedom is one of the most fundamental ideas
of the modern era. It emerged during the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution alongside concepts such as law and
equality. This concept sparked disagreements and debates.
The present article examines the concept of freedom in the
thought of one of the intellectuals of the Constitutional era,
Mirza Malkum Khan. Using a descriptive and analytical
approach and relying on Malkum Khan's writings, it seeks to
answer the question of what Malkum thought of the concept
of freedom. The research shows that Mirza Malkum Khan
focused less on the philosophical foundations of freedom and
more on its practical manifestations. Among freedoms, he has
focused on the freedom and security of life, property, press,
and expression. He did not consider freedom to be absolute
and set boundaries for it, distinguishing it from chaos. Another
notable point in Malkum Khan's thought is his emphasis on
the role of the people and their desire for freedom in the
emergence of the concept of freedom.

Keywords: Freedom, Malkum Khan, Security of Property,
Security of Life, Freedom of the Press, Freedom of Expression.
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The Concept of Freedom in the Thought of Mirza
Malkum Khan

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The concept of freedom is one of the most fundamental
concepts of the new era. There is a vast literature about this concept
all over the world. In Iran's constitutionalism, the concept of freedom
coexists with concepts such as law and equality. The history of the
concept of freedom in Iran has not been written yet, and it is not
possible to provide an accurate division of its historical periods.
However, there is almost no doubt that this concept gained a new
meaning in the Qajar era. First, the travel writers mentioned this new
understanding and later the intellectuals tried to clarify aspects of this
concept for the Iranians in their treatises. In the Islamic and Iranian
tradition, there was a concept called freedom from the past, but this
concept was mostly understood in opposition to the concept of slavery
or it was a concept in Sufism. Freedom in the new meaning refers to
the concept of man and his role in determining his own destiny and
the ability to do and not be limited by man and his independence. This
new perception was met with oppositions and important conflicts in
Iran’s constitutionalism arose over this concept. This article examines
this concept in the thought of one of the intellectuals of the
constitutional era, Mirza Malkam Khan. This article seeks to answer
the question that what was Malkam's understanding of the concept of
freedom and which freedoms did he refer to?

Methodology: In this article, we have investigated and found answers
to the questions by using the descriptive-analytical method and relying
on Malkam Khan's writings.

Findings: Malkam Khan's words about freedom do not have a precise
coherence, and he did not address this concept in an independent
treatise. In all the researches that have dealt with Malkam Khan's
thought before this article, in explaining the concept of freedom, they
have pointed to treatises that do not belong to Malkam. By studying
the works of Malkam, this research has come to the conclusion that he
has made scattered references to the concept of freedom in various
treatises and also in the law newspaper. The first point is that Malkam
Khan considered freedom as the result of other measures and he
believed that until the composition of the Iranian government is
reformed and the way of governance in Iran is not changed and the
concept of law does not emerge, we cannot hope for the concept of
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freedom. Another point is that the concepts of right and freedom are
very close in Malkam's thought, and Malkam mentions freedom and
its types in the explanation of the nation's rights. Apart from this, he
mentions different types of freedom in his other writings. In these
writings, he has given dozens of examples of freedom without giving
the slightest explanation about them. Among all the freedoms, he has
addressed a few limited ones and provided explanations about them.
Freedom and right to property, freedom and right to life, freedom of
press and freedom of speech. Malkam believes that security is
achieved by securing these freedoms. In explaining these freedoms,
Malekum also points out the important point that none of these
freedoms are unconditional and unlimited, and the rights of others
cannot be violated. The interesting and debatable point in Malkam 's
thought is that he tries to show that all these freedoms exist in Islam
and are not something new. This view and analysis is one of the
characteristics of Malakm's thought, and he always tries to prove that
the topics discussed in the new world and Western civilization exist in
Islamic thought, and he knew that this was a solution that was
necessary for these concepts to enter Iran. Malkam Khan believed that
freedom is for the people and until the people do not reach a level of
freedom and cannot defend their rights and fight for it, one cannot
hope for the emergence of freedom in a country.

Discussion and conclusion: This research shows that Malkam Khan
has less focused on the intellectual foundations of freedom and has
focused more on mentioning its examples, and among the freedoms,
he has discussed the freedom and security of life, property, pen and
expression in detail. He also did not consider freedom as absolute and
set limits for it and separated its border from chaos. Another point of
Malkam is to emphasize and pay attention to the role of people and
their desire for freedom in the emergence of the concept of freedom.

Keywords: freedom, Malkam Khan, security of property, security of
life, freedom of press, freedom of speech.
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