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Raising Historical Awareness, One of the Methods
of Musavat Newspaper in Dealing with Tyranny

Shamsedin Amraei ', Reza Moeini Roudbali %, Abdollah Sajedi *

Abstract

The constitutional revolution and awareness raising
in Iranian society focused attention on the knowledge
of history to raise awareness. Contrary to the
common practice of Iranian historiography, which
was mostly in the service of government and
political power, and wrote about political events and
armies, the new historians wrote for the “people” and
wanted the awakening and awareness of the Iranian
nation; similar to the revolution, which was
supported by history and the identity that was
realized by combining texts and historical events, in
the field of journalism with newspapers such as
Musavat, managed by Mohammad Reza Musavat
Shirazi, who was a staunch opponent of tyranny and
colonialism, inspired by the knowledge of history
and new historiography and with narration and
analysis of historical stories of Iran and the world
emphasized the full realization of the constitution
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and the fight against tyranny. This article, based on
the contents and articles of “Musavat Newspaper”
and other sources, with the method of content
analysis, tries to explain the dominant historical
discourse of this newspaper in one of the most
crucial periods of Iran's history (constitutional era)
in confronting tyranny. This article is trying to find
the answer to the question, how did the Musavat
newspaper use the knowledge of history in the fight
against tyranny, and what was the position and role
of historical awareness in this way? The findings
indicate that this newspaper, by presenting historical
anecdotes from the history of Iran and the world and
detailed analysis, emphasized the use of historical
knowledge and awareness as one of the inevitable
requirements for the realization of constitutionalism
in order to prevent the return of tyranny and
colonialism. And in this way, it undertook a great
mission. Learning lessons from history by taking
lessons from the important personalities and events
of Iran and the world of that day, paying attention to
the historical conflict between justice and injustice
and the victory of justice, Iran's historical role in
overcoming crises and finally using science and
knowledge, which is an important step in the fight
against the spread of tyranny and colonialism, was
one of the focal issues of Musavat in the stabilization
of the constitution and curbing tyranny.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Tyranny, Raising
Historical Awareness, Knowledge of History, Musavat
Newspaper.
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Raising Historical Awareness, One of the Methods of
Musavat Newspaper in Dealing with Tyranny

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The constitutional revolution and raising awareness in
Iranian society focused attention on the knowledge of history to raise
awareness. Contrary to the common practice of Iranian
historiography, which was mostly in the service of political power and
political power and wrote political events and armies, the new
historians wrote for "the people" and wanted the awakening and
awareness of the Iranian nation. And in this revolution, with the
support of history and an identity that was built from the merging of
historical texts and events, the field of journalism with newspapers
such as Mosavat, managed by Mohammad Reza Mosavat Shirazi,
who was a staunch opponent of tyranny and colonialism, inspired by
The knowledge of history and modern historiography, by quoting and
analyzing the historical stories of Iran and the world, emphasized the
full realization of the constitution and the fight against tyranny.
Therefore, in this research, the issue, type and view of the newspaper
is equivalent to the knowledge of history and judgment of this
newspaper in this field. The article is trying to find the answer to the
guestion, how did the Mosavat newspaper use the knowledge of
history in the fight against tyranny, and what was the position and
role of historical awareness in this way? Or how the Mosavat
between the knowledge of history and the principles derived from it
has established a relationship in the establishment of the rule of law,
human empowerment and national progress? In response, it can be
said that by relying on modern historiography and its functional role
as an important source of awareness, rethinking concepts such as,
equality, justice, security, rebellion, revolution, nation, etc., in a kind
of judgment It has different political and historical views on
constitutionalism based on the development of man and his
capabilities, and in this context, he had an influence on other fighters
of his time in the late Qajar period and early Pahlavi period. Several
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independent researches have been written about the Mosavat
newspaper and the issues affected by it, but these researches have
pointed to various dimensions of the approach of constitutional
newspapers with regard to its content and have not entered into the
positions of the Mosavat newspaper on the subject of this article. are
Therefore, for the first time, the authors of the article have reflected
the positions of this newspaper regarding the knowledge of history
and its role and function in the attention and importance of historical
awareness in the fight against tyranny and colonialism.

Methodology: The aim of this research is to clarify the type of view of
theMosavat newspaper , which is manifested in the form of its
perception of the knowledge of history. Therefore, it raises the point
that the political thought of Mosavat refers to a missing point in that
period, which is focused on a new kind of judgment, which is based
on historical awareness and with the aim of rethinking political
concepts and terms in stimulating people to participate. It is in the
process of overthrowing the Qajar rule and removing tyranny in the
history of this land. This article based on the contents and articles of
"Mosavat Newspaper" and other sources, tries to explain the
historical discourse governing this newspaper in one of the most
sensitive periods of Iran's history (constitutional era) in dealing with
tyranny, using the method of content analysis.

Findings of the article: The findings indicate that this newspaper, by
presenting historical anecdotes from the history of Iran and the world
and detailed analysis, focuses on the use of historical knowledge and
awareness as one of the inevitable requirements for the realization
of constitutionalism in order not to return to tyranny and
Colonization was emphasized and in this way, it assumed a great
mission.

Discussion and conclusion: learning lessons from history by taking
lessons from the important personalities and events of Iran and the
world of that day, paying attention to the historical conflict of justice
and injustice and the victory of justice, the historical role of Iran in
overcoming crises and finally using science and Knowledge, as an
important step in the fight against the spread of tyranny and
colonialism, was one of the focal issues of Mosavat in establishing the
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constitution and curbing tyranny. In the end, the content of the
Mosavat newspaper shows that this newspaper, by presenting a
different model of fighting against tyranny, which was based on a
historical perspective and rethinking political concepts, not only on
the theory of socio-political developments in the fight against tyranny
and inciting and arousing the people in The process of overthrowing
the Qajar government played a role, but with the role it played as a
civil newspaper in that era, it played an important role in the fall of
Muhammad Ali Shah and the return of the constitution.

Keywords: constitutional revolution, tyranny, historical awareness,
knowledge of history, Mosavat newspaper.
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The Indo-European Origin of the Gathaic Motif of
Conflagration

Sayyed Toufiq Hosseini!

Abstract

As the most important part of the Avestan texts, which
were considered to be own speeches and thoughts of
Zoroaster himself, Gathaic texts has always been of
interest to researchers in order to recover the true thoughts
of this Iranian prophet. According to researchers, the
innovations of Gahan's thoughts that caused a profound
transformation in the Mazdeism worldview are the most
important feature of this ancient text. A transformation
which makes change in the view of the philosophy of
existence and the nature of history, and history that in the
thought of Indo-Iranians was a cycle of infinite periods,
became a linear path ending in the event of the Last Day
or Farshkert. Despite these innovations and changes, it is
noteworthy that there are similar patterns and motifs
between Gathaic texts and the eschatological mythologies
of other Indo-European peoples. One of these similar
patterns is the motif of the final fire, which has been
considered in Gathaic thought as an important event in the
Last Judgment and the Resurrection. similar with this
Gathaic belief, the Conflagration also has a special place
in the eschatological thoughts of other Indo-European
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peoples. On this basis, the Main problem of this research
is to examine the Indo-European origins of the
Conflagration motif in Gathaic thought. This research has
examined this subject with an analytical-comparative
approach and based on historical, linguistic, and also
mythological texts and evidences, and has reached the
conclusion that Zoroaster, in explaining and developing
his thoughts in constructing of the Resurrection, has used
Indo-European eschatological motifs and patterns,
especially the motif of the Conflagration.

Keywords: Conflagration, Eschatology, Apocalypse,
Indo-European Beliefs, Gathaic Texts.
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The Indo-European Origin of the Gathaic Motif of
Conflagration

extended abstract

Subject and Main Problem

In the study of Iranian eschatology, some of the themes and eschatological
patterns of Gathaic texts have a significant similarity with other Indo-
European eschatological myths. Among these identical motifs, the motif of
Conflagration has a special place with remarkable similarities not only in
Zoroaster's narrative of the end of existence, but also in other apocalyptic
narratives of Indo-European peoples. Based on this, the Main problem of this
research is to investigate the Indo-European origins of this Motif.

Aims, Questions and Hypothesis

The Aim of this research is to examine the Sources and Documents in the
apocalyptic beliefs of the Indo-European peoples, based on which the origin of the
Conflagration can finally be recovered in ancient texts. The main question of this
research is, what is the Indo-European origin of Conflagration in Zoroaster Texts?
The main hypothesis of this research is that the origin of Conflagration is thought
and beliefs of Indo-European peoples.

Literature Review

Among the previous researches that investigated this issue, we can first
mention Jackson's note on the terminology of the word molten metal (ayo-
xSusta) in Gathas. In this research, Jackson refers to the ancient origin of this
term (Ysn. 32,7; 30,8) in the meaning of the Molten River and its
eschatological connection with the Conflagration and the good Kingdom,
and also based on other Avesta evidences, especially in young Avesta texts
(Vis. 20, 1, Yt. 17. 20) as well as Pahlavi sources (Bundahi$n, 30) state that
this term, whose background is older than the Gatha period and related to
Shahrivar and his Duty that was related to protection of metals. (Jackson,
1890) Soderblom also makes a hint to the origin of the Molten River in his
work called " La vie future d'aprés le mazdéisme " in the investigation of
Zoroastrian eschatological beliefs. (Soderblom, 1910, 243) He believes that
Gatha's eschatology has an Indo-European origin. Lommel, in his work
called Religion Zororthushtras (Lommel, 1930), examines Zoroastrian
eschatological concepts, including the source of the molten river, and
connects it with ancient tribal concepts about Ordeal. Boyce, in his work
called "The History of Zoroastrianism", accepts Lommel's theory and
assumes that the origin of Zoroastrian eschatological ideas is older than the
Zoroastr times. Olrik believed that contrary to what Soderblom Called Indo-
European origin of some eschatological concepts, there are similar elements
in German and Iranian eschatological narratives, which are the effects of
Iranian ideas. (Olrik, 1922) In his work, Reizenstein also explains the Iranian
origin of Germanic eschatology and believes that the Manichaeans are
probably the communication link of the influence of Iranian eschatology in
the thought of Germanic peoples. (Reizenstein, 1926) Moulton also points
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out the nature of the elements and patterns of this eschatology in his work
called Early Zoroastrianism by examining the historical concepts of
eschatology (Moulton, 1926, 158). Wikander, in his article about Germanic
and Iranian eschatology, examines the structures and patterns of both
eschatological systems and concludes that these two ideas probably have a
common origin in Indo-European beliefs.(Wikander, 1960)Strom In his
article titled " Indogermanisches in der Voluspa " examines the elements and
patterns of Iranian and Germanic eschatological beliefs with a comparative
approach, and based on, he suggests an Indo-European origin for these
eschatological systems.(Strém, 1967) In his work Gods of the Ancient
Northmen, Dumézil also emphasizes the idea that the similarity between
these two eschatological systems, to take into Consideration of the temporal
and spatial dimension,it is only possible with the existence of a similar
origin. (Dumézil, 1977) De Vries, in his work, Altgermanische
Religionsgeschichte, once again examines the idea of Indo-European origin
of Germanic eschatology. (de Vries, 1970) among other new works,
Kriimpel has investigated similar Germanic and Indo-Iranian eschatological
narratives. (Kriimpel, 2021)

The innovative aspect of This research, first of all, regardless of the
originality of the subject, is the emphasis on the comparative study of the
themes and patterns of the eschatological narratives as well as the
mythological evidence of the Indo-European peoples. Then, in the next
instance, the investigation of historical linguistic evidence and also the use
of archeological findings to reconstruct the origin of the first source of
Conflagreation is the innovation of this research. Therefore, this research is
considered an innovative approach in the comparative theological study of
the concepts of Zoroastrian religion, both in its approach and in its subject.
Discussion and Result

based on the significant examples of Indo-European narratives, the origin of
Conflagration is undoubtedly an ancient origin and rooted in the thoughts of
Pre-Indo-European People. This Motif in the middle of a narrative of the
course of History on destructions and rebirths, during which the Universe
will finally perish after a final battle, and after that a new Universe will re-
emerge. This process continues indefinitely. The nature of this end-oriented
pattern shows that the origin of Conflagration has a deep connection with the
idea of Purity and regeneration of fire in the myth and religion of Indo-
Europeans, according to that fire causes refinement, treatment and
purification of Humans in after death Rebirth, so it is also rebirthing the
Universe. In the narrative of this Conflagration in all the Indo-European
nations, we also find a deity associated with the sun, who has the role of the
refining fire ritual. The similar Motifs and elements of this narration in Indo-
European peoples show the similar origin of those themes.

Keywords; Conflagration, Eschatology, Apocalypse, Indo-European Beliefs,
Gathaic Texts.
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Examining the Evidence of the Application of
Occult Sciences in the Architecture of the World
Based on History and Geography Texts

Vahideh Rahimi-mehr !

Abstract

One of the important issues is how to communicate and
interact between spiritual and material culture; Architecture
as a material culture has a wide range and the wideness of
this range has made it related to many sciences, some of
which are a subset of occult sciences and shows the
influence of spiritual culture on material culture. This
research seeks to answer how different branches of occult
sciences are used in different stages of the formation of
architecture, and it is written with the aim of analyzing a
part of the relationship between occult sciences and
architecture, citing the history and geography texts, which
has been overlooked by other researchers. Therefore, this
research with a descriptive-analytical approach tries to
examine the relationship between architecture and occult
sciences from various aspects. The findings of the research
show that during the foundation stage of cities and
buildings, the sciences of constellational power (a branch
of Himiya) were used, and for the construction of
buildings, Kimia, Simya, Himiya, Limiya and Rimya were
used; Also, during the exploitation phase, talismans have
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been used as additional elements of architecture in the form
of sculptures, paintings and inscriptions. The documents
show that among the occult sciences, the role of talismans
in architecture and urban development has been more than
others, and additional elements of images and inscriptions
have been the main tools used in architectural spaces,
which magicians and talisman makers use for different
purposes such as protection, prosperity or to conquer
people. These talismans in the form of images include
human, animal, bird, strange creatures and astronomical
images.

Keywords: History and Geography, Historical Evidence,
Talisman, Occult Sciences, Architecture.
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Examining the Evidence of the Application of Occult
Sciences in the Architecture of the World
Based on History and Geography Texts

Extended Abstract

One of the important issues is how to communicate and interact between
spiritual culture and material culture. Architecture as a material culture has a
wide range that has caused it to be related to many sciences, some of which
are under the category of occult sciences. And it shows the influence of
spiritual culture on the spiritual on the material. The subject of these sciences
is supernatural or mysterious forces that were common and widespread
among the people of Egypt and Babylon in ancient times and perhaps the
history of the connection between these sciences and architecture can be
considered as old as human history. This qualitative research seeks to answer
how different branches of occult sciences are used in different stages of the
formation of architecture, and it is written with the aim of analyzing a part of
the relationship between occult sciences and architecture, citing the texts of
the history of geography. Which has been overlooked by other researchers.
Therefore, this research with a descriptive-analytical method attempts to
examine the relationship between architecture and occult sciences from
various aspects. In order to achieve the goal, based on keywords such as
building, house, talisman, city, and Divination, sources of geographical
history such as Muruj al-dhahab wa ma'adin al-jawhar, Aja'ib al-Makhluqat,
Nuzhat al-Qulub, and ... were examined, and the findings were classified
into two sections: foundation and construction of the building. Then,
examples of buildings that were designed and built based on strange sciences
were examined. The findings of the research show that the application of
occult sciences in architecture was done consciously, Also during the
foundation stage of the city and the buildings was used the science of
astronomy (a branch of Himia), and for the construction of the building were
used Kimia, Simia, Himia, Limia and Rimia. In the exploitation phase,
Talisman have been used in the form of sculptures, paintings and
inscriptions. In the exploitation phase, Talisman have been used in the form
of sculptures, paintings and inscriptions. Among all the strange sciences, the
role of Talisman in architecture and urban planning has been more than
others. And pictures and inscriptions have been the main tools were used by
sorcerers and charmers for different purposes such as protection,
development, or conquering people. And the talismans used in the form of
images included human motifs, animals, birds, strange creatures and
astronomical images.

Keywords: Architecture, Occult sciences, Talisman, History of geography,
Historical evidence.
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Mirza Kuchak Khan between Memory and
History; Mirza's Tombs as “Places of Memory”

Hamid Ebadollahi Chanzanagh!, Solmaz Avarideh?

Abstract

The central idea of the this research is to question
the relationship of Mirza Kuchak Khan with
“history” and “memory”; for this purpose, Pierre
Nora's deconstructive approach was used regarding
the relationship between “history and memory” and
the position of “places of memory” in it, so that
Mirza's “Living Memory” was compared to his
“History Politics” and “Official Memory”. In this
regard, the residents of Suleiman Darab area of Rasht
(centered on the current tomb of Mirza) and
Khangah-e Gilvan village (centered on the former
tomb of Mirza) were studied; Based on the saturation
rule, the sample size was limited to 28 people in two
places who were selected by theoretical sampling.
The method of collecting information was an
unstructured and in-depth interview. The results
show that Suleiman Darabi's narrative of Mirza and
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his death has entered the historical continuum with
the passage of time and is represented in a
completely official, teleological way and influenced
by the current policies of the state; While in Gilvan,
the memory of Mirza and his death is exactly what
was really experienced and lived by the locals and
residents of this village. In fact, reminisce of Mirza
in Gilvan - contrary to the narrations in Suleiman
Darab - was not placed in the historical continuity
and is not linear; In other words, the memory of the
Gilvanis about Mirza is of the “living memory” type,
which is characterized by remembering the way it
was lived, the dispersion of the narratives, and the
non-linearity of the narratives.

Keywords: Collective Memory, Place of Memory,
History Politics, Mirza Kuchak Khan.
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Mirza Kuchak Khan between Memory and History; Mirza's
Tombs as “Places of Memory”

Extended Abstract

Introduction: In the era of the acceleration of history and the efforts
of social and political forces to use history to confirm their views,
delving into "living memory" can pave the way for the possibility of
seeing history "as experienced by the local community", because with
the disappearance of living memory, "The memory of real history"
gives way to" historiographic awareness" and "history of history"
which, according to Pierre Nora, is no longer true history. This is
important in the context of the media onslaught in the age of media
hegemony, where we are witnessing the growth of various forms of
"history/politics" (ranging from antiquarian to ethnic) in Iran, which
are severely undermining the same "living memory." Specifically,
different versions of "history/politics" have emerged regarding Mirza
and the Jungle Movement: during the Pahlavi era, Mirza and his
movement were portrayed as a rebellious figure and a separatist
movement; in the years surrounding the revolution, they were depicted
as a socialist leader and movement; in the years following the
revolution, he was framed as a clerical figure and a religious
movement; and in recent decades, among the Gilak ethnic group, he
has been represented as an ethnic figure and movement. All these
representations, whether by the authorities to shape the "official
memory" or by the masses in the form of "memory of resistance," are
nothing but "history/politics," which is very distant from "history from
below" and "history as lived by local people." This research focuses
on Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali as one of the most important "places
of memory" in Iran, particularly in Gilan province, and aims to delve
into the "living memory" of the residents of areas where Mirza's
shrines have been located over time, striving to document and
preserve this living memory. In the absence of the documentation of
"living memory," the possibilities for a critical engagement with
representations of Mirza in "history/politics" (especially its
ethnocentric variant) will not be available; therefore, the central aim
of the present research is to problematize the relationship between
Mirza Kuchek Khan Jangali and "history" and "memory." To this end,
the subversive approach of Pierre Nora regarding the relationship
between "history and memory" and the role of "places of memory"
within it was utilized to emphasize the "living memory" of Mirza in
contrast to "history/politics" and the "official memory" of him.

The review of the research background indicates that most studies
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focus on the typology of the Jungle Movement, the pathology of the
Jungle Movement, the personality of Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali, and
similar topics. In studies centered on the "typology of the Jungle
Movement," the goals, ideologies, and political currents have been
emphasized. In some of these studies, the Jungle Movement is
described as a national-religious movement (Lulu'i, 2004; Zadbar,
2016), entirely religious (Javaheri, 2007; Khodari, 2021), socialist
(Sadeghi, 2016; Soltaniyan, 2013), populist (Hosseini-Nasar and
Fayyazat, 2004), "nationalist/separatist" (Elm, 2007; Panahi, 2022),
and in some cases as "a movement arising from local forces" (Ahmadi
Gigasari, 2012; Azadi Dilami, 2022). In recent years, due to the
tendency towards ethnic appropriation of the Jungle Movement, there
has been increased attention to the element of ethnicity among
researchers (for example, Hosseini, 2014; Darvishi, 2014). Another
segment of research focuses on the leadership of the Jungle Movement
and the figure of Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali. A critical overview of
the numerous studies on the Jungle Movement and its leadership
indicates that the dominance of "history/politics" in these studies has
been a significant barrier to reinterpreting this movement as
experienced by the local people.

Methodology: The research in these two memory places(Gilvan
Khangah village cemetery and Rasht Suleiman Darab cemetery) was
conducted using a "qualitative" method. The statistical population of
this study consists of the residents of the Suleiman Darab
neighborhood in the city of Rasht and the village of Khanqah Gilvan
in Ardabil province, with a sample size of 28 individuals (12 from the
village of Khanqah Gilvan and 16 from the Suleiman Darab
neighborhood in Rasht). The sampling method was theoretical, and
the data collection technique involved unstructured and in-depth
interviews.

Findings: The nature of the narratives in this village is largely local,
based on the lived experiences of local deceased individuals, familial
wisdom, and lacks a structured plot. These narratives do not possess
any ethnic/national characteristics and fundamentally center around
Mirza's body and the local people's conflicts with government agents
over the transfer of Mirza's lifeless head. In contrast, the local people
in Suleiman Darab mainly regard Mirza as the initiator and founder of
the Islamic Revolution. The representation of Mirza alongside
revolutionary, religious, and Islamic figures among the people of
Suleiman Darab reflects the influence of "history/politics" on their
ways of remembering, which itself indicates the successful efforts of
"history" (as opposed to "memory") to reproduce the current
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conditions and to obscure other valid versions of the past.

Discussion and Conclusion: The research showed that the narrative
of the people of Soleyman Darab regarding Mirza and his death has,
over time, entered a historical continuum and is represented in a
completely official, teleological manner influenced by the current
political policies of the ruling power. In contrast, the memory of
Mirza in Gilvan—unlike the narratives in Soleyman Darab—has not
entered a historical continuum and has not benefited from any linear
narrative; in other words, the memory of the people of Gilvan
regarding Mirza is of the type known as "living memory,"
characterized by a recall through lived experience, the dispersion of
narratives, and a non-linear nature of storytelling.

Keywords: Collective Memory, Place of Memory, History Politics,
Mirza Kuchak Khan.
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A Theoretical Reflection on the Social Stratification of
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Abstract

By taking over the communication and information system
of the society, the upper groups try to promote, strengthen
and reflect their views as a standard model in the society;
this process of creating and strengthening the public
communication system causes the voice and image of
people outside the dominant groups to be removed or
manipulated or not transmitted properly. The little
information available in the sources about the classless,
silent or subaltern groups in the Safavid period does not
reflect their lived experiences and real situation; because
their voice and image are not properly reflected in official
and historical sources, and in other words, they are
represented at will of other social groups such as upper
groups. Classless groups in this article mean social groups
that are not mentioned in the conventional social
categories of the Safavid era; In fact, they are not
recognized and are considered “classless” according to the
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interpretation of this article. Accordingly, the present
article seeks to answer the question, what is the position of
these classless groups in the social stratification system of
the Safavid Era? The approach of the current research is
exploratory and its method is qualitative, and it tries to
trace the classless groups as a way to know the subaltern
social strata of the Safavid society, based on microhistory
method, which is one of the study axes in modern cultural
history. In fact, the nodal point of the studies and surveys
of the microhistory are those that have not been taken into
account in the narrative of traditional history.

Keywords: Marginal Group, Social Stratification,

Cultural History, Safavid Era, Subalterns.
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A Theoretical Reflection on the Social Stratification of the
Safavid Society;
by Approaching the Situation of Urban Classless Groups

Extensive Abstract

The elites and the upper classes, based on their ideological values and
norms and not on the objective realities of society, categorized the
people of the society and placed them in different classes, and ignored
a part of the society that was not compatible with their values.
Regardless of the fact that they are busy with their social life and have
their effects on society. Effects that can also be seen and traced in the
lives of the upper classes. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide the
necessary basis for their re-reading and narration by using an
appropriate approach and method and recognizing the classless groups
and identifying them as members of the Safavid period society. The
purpose of this article is to further emphasize the entry of researchers
into the uneven and uncharted territory of cultural and social history
research, which poses many difficulties for researchers in this field.
Method

The approach of the present study is exploratory and its method is
qualitative, and it attempts to trace classless groups as an approach to
understanding the lower social strata of Safavid society by drawing on
the microhistory method, which is one of the study axes in modern
cultural history. In fact, the central signifier of microhistory studies
and investigations is formed by strata that have not been considered in
the traditional historical narrative.

Achievement and conclusion

Some sources from the Safavid period provide social classifications of
the people of their era. However, it seems that they do not have the
necessary comprehensiveness to cover all members of society. For
example, women, who constituted at least half of the society, along
with nomads and nomadic tribes, are not present in these
classifications and there is no mention of them. Villagers, also known
as "farmers," are usually at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Three
other groups of the four social classifications of this period are related
to urban life. Writers, swordsmen, and merchants and craftsmen are
all present in cities, which highlights the urban aspect of these
categories. However, even this urban classification did not cover all
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urban social strata and lacks comprehensiveness. Many groups that are
present in the social arena and have their own worldview and lifestyle
are not considered in these categories. It seems that the three criteria
proposed in this article are the primary criteria for recognizing social
groups: 1- Social division of labor and the efficiency of groups for
society (from the perspective of upper-class groups) 2- Income and
economic wealth 3- Emphasis on the productive aspect of work,
which is related to lower-class groups such as farmers and craftsmen.
Accordingly, groups that lack the above three criteria are classified as
classless. Service, entertainment, or abnormal groups are among these
groups.

Keywords: marginal group, social stratification, cultural history,
Safavid period, subordinates.
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Datis, the Commander of Darius the Great in the
Battle of Marathon: Persian or Median?

Tahmoores Mehrabi!

Abstract

With the establishment of the Achaemenid state by Cyrus
the Great (550-530 BC), although the Median empire was
dissolved, many Median commanders joined Cyrus the
Persian, two of whom were Harapagus and Mazaris.
During the time of Cambyses, the Medes were with the
Persians in many battles, but during the time of Darius,
with the rebellion of Gaumata and the rebellion of
Phraortes in Media and Parthia, Darius became pessimistic
towards the Medes and believed that the Medes were
planning to establish their own government again. In order
to reduce the influence of the Medes and because of the
rebellion that threatened the Achaemenid Empire, he put
the name of Medes in the tenth place in the list of satrapies
in the Behistun Inscription. However, Darius commanded
the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC. handed over to Datis.
There are still debates and differences of opinion among
researchers about whether Datis was a Median or a
Persian, but in most Greek writings, he is referred to as “a
Mede”. Considering that Darius was completely
pessimistic towards the Medes at this point in time and
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actually saw the Medes as a threat in overthrowing the
Persian government, the presence of a Median commander
in the battle of Marathon is far from expected and it seems
that Datis has been Persian. So far, no independent
research has been done about Datis, only in some books
and when describing the battle of Marathon, he has been
mentioned in passing. In this essay, using ancient
historical reports and archeological data, the character of
Datis, whether he is a Median or a Persian, and the reason
why he was chosen by Darius to command the battle of
Marathon will be analyzed. By examining and analyzing
the sources, it seems that Datis was Persian and not
Median.

Keywords: Achaemenids, Medes, Darius the Great, Datis,
Battle of Marathon.
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Datis, the Commander of Darius the Great in the Battle
of Marathon: Persian or Median?

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: With the establishment of the Achaemenid Empire by
Cyrus the Great (550-530 BCE), although the Median dynasty was
dismantled, many Median commanders joined forces with Cyrus, two
notable figures being Harpagus and Mazares. During Cambyses' reign,
the Medes also participated in many battles alongside the Persians.
However, under Darius, after Gaumata’s uprising and the rebellion of
Phraortes in Media and Parthia, Darius grew suspicious of the Medes,
believing they sought to restore their former rule. To curtail Median
influence, and due to the rebellion that threatened the Achaemenid
Empire, Darius ranked Media tenth in the list of satrapies in the
Beistun inscription. Despite this, Darius appointed Datis as the
commander of the Battle of Marathon in 490 BCE. Scholars remain
divided over whether Datis was Median or Persian, although most
Greek sources refer to him as "Datis the Mede." Given that Darius was
highly distrustful of the Medes during this period, viewing them as a
potential threat to overthrow the Persian rule, the presence of a
Median commander at Marathon seems unlikely. It is plausible,
therefore, that Datis was in fact Persian. To date, no independent
research has been conducted on Datis; he is only briefly mentioned in
various works when discussing the Battle of Marathon. Based on the
analysis of sources, it appears that Datis was Persian, not Median.
Methodology: This study will employ a critical analysis of ancient
historical reports and archaeological evidence to investigate the
character of Datis, specifically focusing on whether he was Median or
Persian. Additionally, it will explore the rationale behind Darius'
decision to appoint him as the commander of the Battle of Marathon.
By examining primary sources, such as Herodotus and inscriptions
from the period, the research will analyze the socio-political context
of Datis’s role within the Achaemenid Empire. Furthermore, the study
will consider the implications of his ethnic identity on military
strategy and leadership, providing a nuanced understanding of the
dynamics at play during the Persian expansion into Greece. Through
this multi-faceted approach, the research aims to contribute to the
broader discourse on Persian military history and its influential
figures.
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Discussion and Conclusion: In the tablets discovered at Persepolis,
Datis is referred to as "Datiya," while the Greeks called him "Datis."
By piecing together the available evidence from the Achaemenid
period, it appears that several factors contributed to Datis, who was in
fact Persian and governed the satrapy of Media, being referred to as
"Datis the Mede" in ancient texts. One such factor is the tendency of
foreign nations, particularly Egypt and Greece, to label all Iranians as
Medes. The Greeks, from whom much of our historical knowledge of
this period derives, viewed the Achaemenids as successors to the
Median Empire and regarded the battles between Median commanders
and the Greeks as "Median wars."

Another factor is the Achaemenid integration with the Medes, as
reflected in the Persepolis inscriptions, where Achaemenid rulers wore
Median garments, further blurring the distinction between the two
nations in the eyes of foreigners. Additionally, the Medes held
significant military influence in the early Achaemenid Empire, with
many of the empire's initial commanders being of Median origin.

A final factor contributing to the misconception could be the Greek
misunderstanding of Achaemenid practices regarding prominent
figures. The Greeks often identified important Persian individuals by
the provinces they governed, and since Datis governed Media, they
referred to him as "Datis the Mede."

The name "Datis" itself is Persian, not Median. As mentioned earlier,
"Datis" or "Datiya" can be compared to names like "Martiya," which is
distinctly Persian. Even if one assumes that a Persian had adopted a
Median name, given the arguments presented above, it still cannot be
concluded that Datis was Median. In addition to the Persian origin of
Datis’ name, his children also bore Persian names. Before the Battle of
Marathon, Datis not only held the satrapy of Media, but he was also the
leader and commander of all forces assembled in Asia Minor to monitor
and wage war against the Greeks. Although he failed to capture Athens,
he fulfilled Darius’ expectations. After Datis' death and the failure to
return his body to Iran—an incident which contributed to Xerxes’
invasion of Greece—two of Datis' sons, Harmamitres and Tithaeus,
assumed command of Xerxes’ cavalry. In conclusion, based on the
evidence and arguments provided, Datis was Persian, not Median.

Keywords: Achaemenids, Medes, Darius the Great, Datis, Battle of
Marathon.
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