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Abstract

the present study aims to present a critical analysis of the
discourse in fifth-grade (1962 edition) and sixth-grade (1966
edition) history textbooks during the Mohammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi era. The theoretical framework of this research
includes Ruth Wodak's ‘Discourse-Historical Approach,’
which, by emphasizing the discursive dimensions of power,
ideology, collective memory, and historical representation,
examines the processes of legitimation, exclusion, and
identity formation in official educational texts. In this study,
the fifth and sixth-grade history textbooks were analyzed as
the primary discursive sources of the educational system
during the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era. The findings
indicate that the educational system of this period employed
strategies such as mythologizing ancient kings, eliminating
and disparaging the Qajar era, heroizing the Pahlavi dynasty,
and emphasizing concepts like "Iranian civilization,"
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"national authority," and "state modernity" to produce a
historical memory that served to consolidate the political and
cultural legitimacy of the Pahlavi monarchy. From the
perspective of Wodak's theory, this process utilized tools
such as value-laden vocabulary, one-sided narratives,
intertextual repetition, and emotional imagery to shape the
dominant historical discourse. This article seeks to provide a
basis for analyzing the politics of memory and ideological
history education through a critical rereading of these texts.
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The Representation of Iranian History in Fifth-Grade (1962

Edition) and Sixth-Grade (1966 Edition) History Textbooks

during the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi Era: A Critical
Analysis Based on Ruth Wodak's Theory

Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: History education in the educational system
of any country plays a fundamental role in shaping national identity,
collective memory, and internalizing political ideologies. During the
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi period (1948—-1978), the Iranian educational
system, especially through textbooks, was a tool for representing the
legitimacy of the monarchy, perpetuating archaic nationalism, and
promoting the discourse of state modernity. From this perspective, a critical
analysis of the discourse of primary school history textbooks can reveal how
the official narrative of the past was constructed and reproduced and show
how historical concepts served the politics of memory and the consolidation
of power. The present study aims to critically analyze the discourse of
primary school history textbooks in the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era.
The main goal of the research is to examine how Iranian history was
represented in these texts and to uncover discursive mechanisms of
legitimization, exclusion, and identity formation within the framework of the
official discourse of the Pahlavi state. This study also seeks to show how
history education during this period became a tool for creating a desirable
collective memory of the political system.

Method: The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach
based on Ruth Wodak's ‘Discourse-Historical Approach’ theory. The
research data included fifth and sixth grade history books from different
years of the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi period, which were examined as
the main discursive texts. The data were analyzed at four levels: lexical,
narrative, intertextual, and ideological, to identify the way power, identity,
and the historical past are represented.

Findings: The results showed that elementary school history books during
this period served to reproduce the official discourse of the monarchy.
Several discursive strategies were used, including mythologizing ancient
kings and linking them to the legitimacy of the Pahlavi dynasty; denigrating
and eliminating the Qajar era as a symbol of national decadence; heroizing
Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah as Iran's saviors; hlghhghtlng the
concepts of Iranian civilization, national authority, and state modernity; and
using value terms, one-sided narratives, and emotional imagery to instill a
sense of pride and obedience to the central power. These patterns have led to
the production of a kind of directional historical memory in which Iran's past
is represented linearly and continuously from ancient glory to Pahlavi
authority.



| V6 osled (Ko g, lallas | YE

Conclusion: Based on Wodak's theoretical framework, the analysis shows
that history education in the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era was not
simply an educational tool, but was part of the state's political-cultural
project to reproduce its desired national identity. By eliminating alternative
voices and emphasizing specific narratives of the past, history textbooks
helped to consolidate the discourse of the monarchy, legitimize the state's
authority, and shape the government's desired collective memory. By
critically rereading these texts, the present study attempted to provide a basis
for a deeper understanding of the politics of memory, the ideological
education of history, and its consequences in the formation of the historical
attitude of future generations.

Keywords: Critical Historical Discourse Analysis, History Textbook,
Pahlavi Ideology, Qajar Antagonism, Iranian Nationalism, Political
Legitimacy.



