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“Mosaavaat” and the Reflection of the
Constitutional Discourse

Tahereh Ataei!

Abstract

This study adopts a cultural-historical approach and
employs the method of cultural discourse analysis to
examine Mosaavaat newspaper, edited by Mohammad
Reza Mosaavaat (1264-1304 AH), as one of the most
radical publications of the Constitutional Era. The
primary research question addressed in the present study
is how this newspaper contributed to shaping and
reflecting the cultural and political discourse of the
Constitutional Movement. The study aims to analyze
such key concepts as freedom, justice, nation, and
national independence within Mosaavaat’s discourse,
and to investigate the linguistic and cultural strategies
used to represent them. Mosaavaat was published in 31
issues between 1286 and 1288 SH, with 25 issues in
Tehran and a final six in Tabriz. The findings indicate
that while defending the principles of the Constitution,
Mosaavaat employed a bold and popular language in
criticizing despotism, opposing clerics, and foreign
influence, and contributed to the semantic
reconstruction of modern concepts in Iranian society by
emphasizing the connection between the nation and the
state. By addressing issues such as women’s education,
the status of minorities, social ethics, and national
independence, this newspaper became a cornerstone in
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the formation of Constitutional culture. Therefore,
Mosaavaat functioned not merely as a political medium
but as a cultural text reflecting Iran’s identity and

discursive transformations on the threshold of
modernity.
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“Mosaavaat” and the Reflection of the Constitutional
Discourse

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study, employing a cultural history approach and the
method of “cultural discourse analysis,” examines Mosaavaat newspaper,
edited by Mohammad-Reza Mosaavaat—one of the most radical and
influential publications of the Constitutional Revolution. The main question
of the research concerns how this newspaper contributed to shaping and
reflecting the cultural and political discourse of constitutionalism, and how it
represented and redefined fundamental concepts such as liberty, justice,
nation, law, and national independence. Published between 1907 and 1909 in
thirty-one issues, first in Tehran and later in Tabriz, Mosaavaat used a bold,
popular, and critical tone to expose the tensions between the discourse of
constitutionalism and the forces of royal despotism, oppositional clerics, and
foreign intervention—particularly Russian influence. Its significance lies in
the fact that, amidst the multi-voiced press landscape of the era, it merged
traditional language, medico-social metaphors, modern political concepts,
and satirical critique, thereby contributing to meaning-making and to
shaping a new political identity in which the “nation” emerges as a
conscious, rights-bearing, and demanding subject.

Method: This research was conducted using an analytical-descriptive
approach within the framework of cultural history, which makes it possible
to understand the newspaper not merely as a political medium but as a
cultural text in which signs, modes of expression, and narrative structures
play a significant role in forming collective identity. The method of “cultural
discourse analysis,” inspired by Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis, is used to examine how language, power, and ideology interact in
producing and circulating meaning. The data consisted of the full set of
thirty one issues of Mosaavaat. The analysis proceeded in three stages: first,
identifying and classifying linguistic and semantic patterns; second,
analyzing key themes such as nation, justice, liberty, women, religion,
independence, and social ethics; and finally, interpreting the findings within
the historical and cultural context of the Constitutional period. Thus, the
method not only reviews the content but investigates how the discourse of
constitutionalism is reconstructed through the newspaper’s sharp and
confrontational rhetorical style.

Findings: The findings indicate that Mosaavaat did not regard the
Constitutional Revolution merely as a political project; rather, it framed it as
an intellectual and cultural transformation intended to rescue Iranian society
from the “disease” of despotism, ignorance, and lawlessness. By repeatedly
referring to “the wise nations of the world” and drawing on global
experiences, the newspaper portrayed constitutionalism as part of a broader
discourse of civilization and modern progress. Using metaphors—
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particularly medical metaphors such as “ailing nation” or “urgent remedy,”
and natural metaphors such as the “petrification”—the paper turned language
into a tool for criticizing structures of power.
The discourse highlights several groups that are often marginalized in
official narratives:

1. Foreign powers, especially Russia, depicted as the chief obstacle to

Iran’s progress;

2. Oppositional clerics, who are described through ironic language and

religious allusions as collaborators of despotism;

3. Women, whose letters and reports are published, presenting them as

patriotic and active agents in national awakening.
Another major finding concerns the way the newspaper exposes and
challenges the arguments of anti-constitutionalists, including royal
absolutists, religious authorities supporting despotism, and bureaucratic
elites. Mosaavaat demonstrates how opponents exploited religion to frighten
the public away from liberty, and it constructs a contrast between true
religion and the instrumentalized religion used to justify tyranny. Its critical
tone—combining satire, rational argumentation, and moral metaphors—
reveals an effort to cultivate a culture of responsibility and political maturity.
Additionally, Mosaavaat evaluates the performance of the parliament,
criticizing the representatives’ political inexperience, disorder, slow
legislative process, and inability to counter autocracy. These critiques aim to
promote a responsible political culture. The newspaper also extensively
reports on associations, popular mobilization, and efforts made by activists
in cities such as Tabriz, Rasht, Isfahan, Fars, and Qom, offering a vivid
picture of the nation as an active and organized political agent. Through
these narratives, associations are depicted as institutions of awakening and
carriers of the spirit of liberty, playing a crucial role in defending citizens’
rights, forming modern institutions, and resisting despotism.
Conclusion: The study concludes that Mosaavaat not only reflected the
constitutionalist discourse but was an active producer of it. By redefining
such concepts as nation, liberty, justice, independence, and law, criticizing
the political and religious structures of despotism, foregrounding often-
marginalized groups such as women, minorities, and local fighters, and
portraying institutions such as associations and newspapers as instruments of
national awakening, Mosaavaat emerges as one of the key cultural
foundations of the Constitutional Era. Thus, the newspaper should be
understood not only as a political medium but as a cultural text that narrates
and stabilizes the intellectual and discursive transformations of Iran on the
threshold of modernity.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Mosaavaat newspaper, cultural discourse
analysis, Iranian Press, national independence.



