Cultural History Studies; Research Journal of Iranian Society of History
Vol. 17, No. 64, Summer 2025, pp 173-203
https://doi.org/10.22034/chs.2025.531116.1113

‘Mokh’ as an Identity Marker in the Cultural
Fabric of Bafgh

Samaneh Kakavand'

Abstract

In cultural studies, indigenous vocabulary holds
significant importance in local dialects because words
have been repeated over centuries within a linguistic
context. Although they may gradually distance themselves
from their original etymologies and reasons for naming,
transmitting merely as lexical shells or suspended letters,
just like signs they retain the capacity for contextual
decoding. The naming of the date palm as ‘Mokh’ in
Bafgh is one such cultural sign, and analyzing the
rationale behind this nomenclature is the primary objective
of the present study. The research question is formulated
as follows: Based on written historical sources, what
hypotheses underlie the naming of the date palm as
"Mogh," and based on what basis can the discussion be
concluded? It appears that the reasons for naming it
‘Mokh’ may relate to factors such as its utility and
generosity. Additionally, changing the final letter of the
word (i.e., ‘gh’) to "kh," transforming it into ‘Mokh,” may
refer to the palm's head (terminal bud) and its importance.
The present study is a type of qualitative research. In
terms of purpose, it is fundamental, and in terms of
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methodology, it is theoretical-fundamental. However,
based on its nature and method, it is considered historical
research, concerned with analyzing the etymology of
naming the date palm ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh. With this aim, an
attempt was made to base the study on reliable written
sources. Furthermore, the research approach combines
descriptive-analytical and historical methods, as it
examines a specific word within the linguistic context and
traditions of Bafgh. Data collection in the historical
dimension was library-based, while the descriptive aspect
utilized observation and field interviews. The research
finding indicates that, among various hypotheses such as
high utility and benefit, generosity, munificence, and
"Mokh" or ‘Mokh’ meaning 'brain,' these factors point to
the reason for naming the date palm frond in Bafgh as
‘Mokh.” This also supports the claim that, in a way, it has
been interpreted in connection with human attributes and
characteristics like generosity and possessing a brain
(intellect).

Keywords: Cultural ecology, Plant sanctification,
Sacredness of the date palm, Ethnography of Bafgh, Mogh
in Bafgh Folk Culture.
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‘Mokh’ as an Identity Marker in the Cultural Fabric of
Bafgh

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: In every geographical area surrounding date palm
groves, a subculture has formed, and Bafgh is no exception in this
respect. With an awareness of similarities and differences in the
cultural components of the regions with date palm trees,
anthropological studies are dedicated to recording objects, methods,
practices, beliefs, and various cultural examples. On this basis, the
cultural ecology of Bafgh is also of great significance. The
environment of Bafgh, in interaction with culture, has shaped
traditional livelihoods and related matters such as specialized
vocabulary. Before the discovery of the Bafgh iron ore mine, the
primary occupation of the people was date palm cultivation and
related trades like mat weaving. Due to the importance of preserving
and reviving Bafgh's intangible cultural heritage, this article, relying
on the framework of interpretive ethnography, which probes culture
based on its semantic dimension, analyzes the meaning of ‘Mokh’
among local actors. Naming the date palm as ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh is a
cultural sign, and the present study is primarily an attempt to examine
why the date palm is named ‘Mokh’. In other words, aware of the
distinctive use of certain terms related to the date palm and its
cultivation, the question is ‘Based on historical written sources, what
hypotheses underpin the naming of the date palm as ‘Mokh’?’

Various words exist in Iran's local dialects whose etymologies have
been less traced due to their frequent repetition; among them is
‘Mokh’ or the date palm tree in the linguistic context of southern Iran.
Understanding the causes of the formation and attribution of names
ensures that words do not gradually turn into suspended shells but are
transmitted based on semantic layers. Based on this approach, various
sources were studied. Taslim Jahromi (2024), for instance, in their
article entitled "Examining Words and Terms Related to Date Palms
and Date Cultivation in the Jahrom Dialect," tried to study and
classify 200 words and terms related to date palms and their
cultivation in Jahrom through documentary and field methods. Sa'adat
(2020) in the article "Geographical Distribution of Date Palm, Tree,
and Mogh, and the Reason for the Date Palm Being Called Mogh in a
Number of Iranian Dialects," while examining the word "date palm"
in current dialects, the country's standard language, and Pahlavi
language, studied the tree from a botanical perspective. Regarding its
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being called "Mogh," she believes that Aryans were not familiar with
the date palm tree, and when they entered Iran and reached southern
Iran, they noticed the natives' belief in the sanctity of the palm. From
then on, since they had no word for it, they named it ‘Mokh’; she also
mentions the generosity of the date palm tree. Janbollahi (2019) in the
article "Yazd and Bafgh; Hand-woven and Mat-woven Products,"
refers to the naming of the date palm in Bafgh and mentions ‘Mokh.’
Henry (1972) in the article "The Importance of the Date Palm in the
Life of Khor People," points to the naming of the date palm as
‘Mokh.” However, none of the written sources have addressed the
various dimensions of why the date palm is named "Mogh," especially
within the specific study area of Bafgh, nor have they examined
different factors. Therefore, the present article is innovative in that it
specifically addresses Bafgh in Yazd province, examines four
different hypotheses, and the achieved result is novel.

Method: This is a qualitative study. Based on its nature and approach,
it is considered historical research, concerned with analyzing past
events. Relying on historical sources and valid scientific documents,
the reasons for naming the date palm ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh were
investigated. In line with this purpose, an attempt was made to base
the study on reliable written sources. Furthermore, the research
method is descriptive-analytical, as it examines a specific word within
the linguistic context and traditions of Bafgh. Data collection in the
historical section was library-based, while the descriptive part utilized
observation and field interviews.

Findings: The findings shed light on the cultural, linguistic, and
historical interactions of Bafgh and lead to a deeper understanding of
the evolution and usage of this word in the local context. First, since
the date palm is beneficial and fruitful, and its usefulness and
effectiveness seemed beyond that of non-fruit-bearing trees, it was
considered sacred and blessed. Because all parts of the date palm were
useful as food and for clothing, tools, and household items, it was
named ‘Mokh.” The second conjecture was related to the generosity
and giving nature of the palm. The usefulness of the palm was an
example of giving and generosity (Maga), and gradually a word form
similar to "Mog," "Mok" was created as a sign of the palm's
generosity, and in some areas like Sistan and Baluchestan, "Mak" is
still common, and in Bafgh, ‘Mokh’ became prevalent. In the
Zoroastrian religion, a ‘Mokh’ was considered a kind of tutor. On the
other hand, since many human necessities and foodstuffs were
obtained from a single palm tree, it was also seen as nurturing humans
physically, and for this reason, both the palm and the priest were
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called ‘Mokh.” Another notion focused on the palm possessing a
'brain' (terminal bud/heart) like humans, which is why in some areas it
is called "Mokh."

Conclusion: It can be concluded that the date palm has been given
this name due to its high utility and benefit, generosity, munificence,
and "Mokh" or ‘Mokh’ meaning 'brain,' which are, in a way, related to
humans and human attributes and characteristics such as generosity
and possessing a brain (intellect).

Keywords: Cultural ecology, Plant sanctification, Sacredness of the
date palm, Ethnography of Bafgh, Mogh in Bafgh Folk Culture.



