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The Representation of Iranian History in Fifth-
Grade (1962 Edition) and Sixth-Grade (1966
Edition) History Textbooks during the Mohammad
Reza Shah Pahlavi Era: A Critical Analysis Based
on Ruth Wodak's Theory

Emam’ali Sha’bani', Peyman Mohammadi 2, Mehdi Zamani’®

Abstract

the present study aims to present a critical analysis of the
discourse in fifth-grade (1962 edition) and sixth-grade (1966
edition) history textbooks during the Mohammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi era. The theoretical framework of this research
includes Ruth Wodak's ‘Discourse-Historical Approach,’
which, by emphasizing the discursive dimensions of power,
ideology, collective memory, and historical representation,
examines the processes of legitimation, exclusion, and
identity formation in official educational texts. In this study,
the fifth and sixth-grade history textbooks were analyzed as
the primary discursive sources of the educational system
during the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era. The findings
indicate that the educational system of this period employed
strategies such as mythologizing ancient kings, eliminating
and disparaging the Qajar era, heroizing the Pahlavi dynasty,
and emphasizing concepts like "Iranian civilization,"
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"national authority," and "state modernity" to produce a
historical memory that served to consolidate the political and
cultural legitimacy of the Pahlavi monarchy. From the
perspective of Wodak's theory, this process utilized tools
such as value-laden vocabulary, one-sided narratives,
intertextual repetition, and emotional imagery to shape the
dominant historical discourse. This article seeks to provide a
basis for analyzing the politics of memory and ideological
history education through a critical rereading of these texts.

Keywords: Critical Historical Discourse Analysis, History
Textbook, Pahlavi Ideology, Qajar Antagonism, Iranian
Nationalism, Political Legitimacy.
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The Representation of Iranian History in Fifth-Grade (1962

Edition) and Sixth-Grade (1966 Edition) History Textbooks

during the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi Era: A Critical
Analysis Based on Ruth Wodak's Theory

Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: History education in the educational system
of any country plays a fundamental role in shaping national identity,
collective memory, and internalizing political ideologies. During the
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi period (1948—-1978), the Iranian educational
system, especially through textbooks, was a tool for representing the
legitimacy of the monarchy, perpetuating archaic nationalism, and
promoting the discourse of state modernity. From this perspective, a critical
analysis of the discourse of primary school history textbooks can reveal how
the official narrative of the past was constructed and reproduced and show
how historical concepts served the politics of memory and the consolidation
of power. The present study aims to critically analyze the discourse of
primary school history textbooks in the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era.
The main goal of the research is to examine how Iranian history was
represented in these texts and to uncover discursive mechanisms of
legitimization, exclusion, and identity formation within the framework of the
official discourse of the Pahlavi state. This study also seeks to show how
history education during this period became a tool for creating a desirable
collective memory of the political system.

Method: The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach
based on Ruth Wodak's ‘Discourse-Historical Approach’ theory. The
research data included fifth and sixth grade history books from different
years of the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi period, which were examined as
the main discursive texts. The data were analyzed at four levels: lexical,
narrative, intertextual, and ideological, to identify the way power, identity,
and the historical past are represented.

Findings: The results showed that elementary school history books during
this period served to reproduce the official discourse of the monarchy.
Several discursive strategies were used, including mythologizing ancient
kings and linking them to the legitimacy of the Pahlavi dynasty; denigrating
and eliminating the Qajar era as a symbol of national decadence; heroizing
Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah as Iran's saviors; highlighting the
concepts of Iranian civilization, national authority, and state modernity; and
using value terms, one-sided narratives, and emotional imagery to instill a
sense of pride and obedience to the central power. These patterns have led to
the production of a kind of directional historical memory in which Iran's past
is represented linearly and continuously from ancient glory to Pahlavi
authority.
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Conclusion: Based on Wodak's theoretical framework, the analysis shows
that history education in the Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era was not
simply an educational tool, but was part of the state's political-cultural
project to reproduce its desired national identity. By eliminating alternative
voices and emphasizing specific narratives of the past, history textbooks
helped to consolidate the discourse of the monarchy, legitimize the state's
authority, and shape the government's desired collective memory. By
critically rereading these texts, the present study attempted to provide a basis
for a deeper understanding of the politics of memory, the ideological
education of history, and its consequences in the formation of the historical
attitude of future generations.

Keywords: Critical Historical Discourse Analysis, History Textbook,
Pahlavi Ideology, Qajar Antagonism, Iranian Nationalism, Political
Legitimacy.
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The Institutional and Functional Transformation of
the Red Crescent Society in the Ottoman Empire until
the End of the First World War

Mahdi Vazini Afzal', Mahdi Dehghani’

Abstract

The present study examines the formation and evolution of
the Ottoman Red Crescent Society, the first example of the
Red Crescent in the world, and its role in war, social relief,
and natural disaster management. The main question of
the study is how the political and social conditions of the
Ottoman Constitutional period and the wars in the second
half of the 19™ century influenced the formation, growth,
and activities of the Red Crescent. The Ottoman Red
Crescent was an institution based on Islamic tradition,
formed in response to the establishment of the European
Red Cross, and it developed its activities in battlefields
and relief efforts. The research method in the present study
was historical, and data were collected through library
research, including written sources, archival documents,
and related materials in Turkey. Findings show that during
the first fifty years of its activity, the Ottoman Red
Crescent experienced significant growth despite the
political pressures of Sultan Abdul Hamid II's autocratic
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period. The continuous presence of this institution in
battlefields led to the evolution of its organizational
structure, diversification of financial resources, and
increased experience in providing relief services. In
addition to wartime activities, the Red Crescent played an
important role in responding to natural and human-made
disasters such as fires, earthquakes, floods, and diseases,
and its performance significantly influenced public
opinion in the Islamic world. This influence paved the way
for the formation of similar organizations in other Islamic
countries.

Keywords: Ottoman, Red Crescent, Formation and
Evolution, Red Cross, First World War.
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The Institutional and Functional Transformation of the Red
Crescent Society in the Ottoman Empire until the End of the First
World War

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The continuous wars in Europe and humanitarian crises
made establishing institutions a necessity to support the wounded and
war refugees. The experience of Henry Dunant and the establishment
of the International Committee for Aid to the Wounded (1864)
inspired the formation of the Ottoman Red Crescent Society. This
institution was the first relief organization in the Islamic world,
operating based on the principles of the Red Cross but with its own
distinct cultural-religious identity.

Statement of the Problem: The institutional and functional evolution
of the Ottoman Red Crescent from the second half of the 19™ century
until the end of the First World War is an important example of civil
institution-building in Islamic societies. Despite the historical
significance and diverse functions of this society, analytical and
interdisciplinary research on its formation and development is limited,
and most existing studies are descriptive or historical.

Research Objective: The present study was an attempt to examine
the process of formation, continuity, and development of the Ottoman
Red Crescent Society and to analyze the role of the interaction
between state policy, modernist intellectual currents, and Islamic
traditions in its structure and functioning.

Research Hypothesis: The formation and continuity of the Ottoman
Red Crescent were the product of the triple interaction between state
policy, modernist thought, and Islamic traditions, as well as the
experience of military crises, and broad social participation, creating
an effective model for other countries in the Islamic world.

Research Questions:

1. How did the interaction between state policies, modernist
intellectual currents, and Islamic traditions facilitate the formation
of the Ottoman Red Crescent?

2. How did military and social crises such as the Balkan Wars and
the World War affect the structure and functions of the Society?

3. What roles did social participation, women, and educated classes
play in the institutionalization process of the Red Crescent?

Literature Review: Existing studies include domestic and foreign
historical sources, annual reports of the Society, and modern studies.
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Historical works provide descriptive information, and contemporary
researchers such as Akgiin, Ada, and Ozaydin have addressed
historical and legal aspects. However, a systematic analysis of the
institutional and functional evolution of the Ottoman Red Crescent
remains a gap.

Findings: The formation of the Ottoman Red Crescent in the second
half of the 19" century stemmed from social and military
developments and the influence of Western medical teachings. A
group of educated physicians, with the support of prominent political
figures, established a committee in Istanbul to aid wounded soldiers,
which later formed the foundations of the Ottoman Red Crescent
Society. By drafting a charter that included relieving the pain of the
wounded, training personnel, the presence of women, expanding
activities to the provinces, and accepting the provisions of the Geneva
and Paris conferences, this committee provided the first experience of
modern civil and relief organization in the Ottoman Empire.

The first practical test of this institution occurred during the Ottoman-
Russian War (1877-1878). The Red Crescent was able to establish 27
fixed and mobile hospitals and treated 39,000 patients. The use of
modern surgical and anesthesia methods, aseptic dressing, and control
of infectious diseases reduced post-surgical mortality and provided
valuable experience in crisis management. Collecting financial aid
from Muslims in India and North Africa, and in Turkey helped to
provide necessary resources, although political limitations hindered
the full development of the institution.

During the reign of Abdul Hamid II, the activities of the Red Crescent
were restricted and its name was changed to the "Red Crescent
Office." However, events such as the Greco-Turkish War (1897) and
the great Aksaray fire in Istanbul (1911) caused this institution to be
temporarily activated, and by forming emergency committees,
providing food, shelter, and medical services, it rebuilt its operational
capacity. This restructuring was accompanied by the establishment of
women's branches, an independent budget, a designated activity
center, and the training of medical elites, enabling the Red Crescent to
consolidate its social and operational standing.

The Italo-Turkish War (1911-1912) was another critical test for the
Red Crescent. Shortages of equipment, doctors, and nurses, the long
distance for evacuating the wounded, and logistical constraints created
serious challenges. However, by training local volunteers, establishing
temporary treatment centers, and organizing public aid, providing
relief to soldiers and civilians became possible, transforming the
institution into an independent and credible organization in the
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international arena.

The Balkan Wars (1912-1913) and the massive wave of refugees
highlighted the role of the Red Crescent in managing humanitarian
crises. An Immigration Administration was created, and in
cooperation with the Red Crescent, the Ministry of Interior, and
municipalities, it handled the settlement, provision of food and health
services, and registration of refugees. Establishing equipped hospitals
and treatment centers, implementing public vaccination programs, and
combating infectious diseases provided valuable practical experience
in organization and crisis management.

During the First World War, the Ottoman Red Crescent, with its
integrated hospital system and adherence to Geneva standards,
established treatment centers, bacteriological laboratories, and mobile
hospitals behind the front lines. Despite enemy attacks and logistical
problems, humanitarian crisis management and treatment of the
wounded were carried out effectively. Findings show that the Ottoman
Red Crescent, by training personnel, utilizing prominent physicians,
organizing relief structures, and adapting international principles to
local conditions, played a vital role in relief efforts and managing
humanitarian crises, providing a successful model for similar
institutions in the Islamic world.

Conclusion: The present research showed that the Ottoman Red
Crescent, the first modern relief organization in the Islamic world, was
the product of the interaction of state policies, Islamic traditions, and
modernist movements, and it responded to urgent military and
humanitarian needs. By creating relief networks, hospitals, and
employing modern medical expertise, this institution was able to
develop its capacities during the Balkan Wars, the Italo-Turkish War,
and the beginning of the First World War. The role of women and
educated classes, social participation, and the integration of relief
work with cultural values strengthened the legitimacy and influence of
the Red Crescent. Its experience showed that civil institutions can
create professional, flexible, and effective organizations for crisis
management, even within authoritarian and crisis-ridden structures.
Keywords: Ottoman, Red Crescent, 190 Century, Red Cross, First
World War.
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“Mosaavaat” and the Reflection of the
Constitutional Discourse

Tahereh Ataei'

Abstract

This study adopts a cultural-historical approach and
employs the method of cultural discourse analysis to
examine Mosaavaat newspaper, edited by Mohammad
Reza Mosaavaat (1264-1304 AH), as one of the most
radical publications of the Constitutional Era. The
primary research question addressed in the present study
is how this newspaper contributed to shaping and
reflecting the cultural and political discourse of the
Constitutional Movement. The study aims to analyze
such key concepts as freedom, justice, nation, and
national independence within Mosaavaat’s discourse,
and to investigate the linguistic and cultural strategies
used to represent them. Mosaavaat was published in 31
issues between 1286 and 1288 SH, with 25 issues in
Tehran and a final six in Tabriz. The findings indicate
that while defending the principles of the Constitution,
Mosaavaat employed a bold and popular language in
criticizing despotism, opposing clerics, and foreign
influence, and contributed to the semantic
reconstruction of modern concepts in Iranian society by
emphasizing the connection between the nation and the
state. By addressing issues such as women’s education,
the status of minorities, social ethics, and national
independence, this newspaper became a cornerstone in
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the formation of Constitutional culture. Therefore,
Mosaavaat functioned not merely as a political medium
but as a cultural text reflecting Iran’s identity and
discursive transformations on the threshold of
modernity.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Mosaavaat
newspaper, cultural discourse analysis, Iranian Press,
national independence.
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“Mosaavaat” and the Reflection of the Constitutional
Discourse

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study, employing a cultural history approach and the
method of “cultural discourse analysis,” examines Mosaavaat newspaper,
edited by Mohammad-Reza Mosaavaat—one of the most radical and
influential publications of the Constitutional Revolution. The main question
of the research concerns how this newspaper contributed to shaping and
reflecting the cultural and political discourse of constitutionalism, and how it
represented and redefined fundamental concepts such as liberty, justice,
nation, law, and national independence. Published between 1907 and 1909 in
thirty-one issues, first in Tehran and later in Tabriz, Mosaavaat used a bold,
popular, and critical tone to expose the tensions between the discourse of
constitutionalism and the forces of royal despotism, oppositional clerics, and
foreign intervention—particularly Russian influence. Its significance lies in
the fact that, amidst the multi-voiced press landscape of the era, it merged
traditional language, medico-social metaphors, modern political concepts,
and satirical critique, thereby contributing to meaning-making and to
shaping a new political identity in which the “nation” emerges as a
conscious, rights-bearing, and demanding subject.

Method: This research was conducted using an analytical-descriptive
approach within the framework of cultural history, which makes it possible
to understand the newspaper not merely as a political medium but as a
cultural text in which signs, modes of expression, and narrative structures
play a significant role in forming collective identity. The method of “cultural
discourse analysis,” inspired by Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis, is used to examine how language, power, and ideology interact in
producing and circulating meaning. The data consisted of the full set of
thirty one issues of Mosaavaat. The analysis proceeded in three stages: first,
identifying and classifying linguistic and semantic patterns; second,
analyzing key themes such as nation, justice, liberty, women, religion,
independence, and social ethics; and finally, interpreting the findings within
the historical and cultural context of the Constitutional period. Thus, the
method not only reviews the content but investigates how the discourse of
constitutionalism is reconstructed through the newspaper’s sharp and
confrontational rhetorical style.

Findings: The findings indicate that Mosaavaat did not regard the
Constitutional Revolution merely as a political project; rather, it framed it as
an intellectual and cultural transformation intended to rescue Iranian society
from the “disease” of despotism, ignorance, and lawlessness. By repeatedly
referring to ‘“the wise nations of the world” and drawing on global
experiences, the newspaper portrayed constitutionalism as part of a broader
discourse of civilization and modern progress. Using metaphors—
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particularly medical metaphors such as “ailing nation” or “urgent remedy,”
and natural metaphors such as the “petrification”—the paper turned language
into a tool for criticizing structures of power.
The discourse highlights several groups that are often marginalized in
official narratives:

1. Foreign powers, especially Russia, depicted as the chief obstacle to

Iran’s progress;

2. Oppositional clerics, who are described through ironic language and

religious allusions as collaborators of despotism;

3. Women, whose letters and reports are published, presenting them as

patriotic and active agents in national awakening.
Another major finding concerns the way the newspaper exposes and
challenges the arguments of anti-constitutionalists, including royal
absolutists, religious authorities supporting despotism, and bureaucratic
elites. Mosaavaat demonstrates how opponents exploited religion to frighten
the public away from liberty, and it constructs a contrast between true
religion and the instrumentalized religion used to justify tyranny. Its critical
tone—combining satire, rational argumentation, and moral metaphors—
reveals an effort to cultivate a culture of responsibility and political maturity.
Additionally, Mosaavaat evaluates the performance of the parliament,
criticizing the representatives’ political inexperience, disorder, slow
legislative process, and inability to counter autocracy. These critiques aim to
promote a responsible political culture. The newspaper also extensively
reports on associations, popular mobilization, and efforts made by activists
in cities such as Tabriz, Rasht, Isfahan, Fars, and Qom, offering a vivid
picture of the nation as an active and organized political agent. Through
these narratives, associations are depicted as institutions of awakening and
carriers of the spirit of liberty, playing a crucial role in defending citizens’
rights, forming modern institutions, and resisting despotism.
Conclusion: The study concludes that Mosaavaat not only reflected the
constitutionalist discourse but was an active producer of it. By redefining
such concepts as nation, liberty, justice, independence, and law, criticizing
the political and religious structures of despotism, foregrounding often-
marginalized groups such as women, minorities, and local fighters, and
portraying institutions such as associations and newspapers as instruments of
national awakening, Mosaavaat emerges as one of the key cultural
foundations of the Constitutional Era. Thus, the newspaper should be
understood not only as a political medium but as a cultural text that narrates
and stabilizes the intellectual and discursive transformations of Iran on the
threshold of modernity.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Mosaavaat newspaper, cultural discourse
analysis, Iranian Press, national independence.
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A Content Analysis of the Treatise on Music by
Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji: A Comparative
Analysis of Bahjat al-Riith by Abd al-Mu’min ibn
Safi al-Din and the Treatise on Music by Abd al-
Rahman ibn Sayf Ghaznavi

Sahand Soltandoost', Amir Hossein Davoodvandi’, Masoud Bayat’

Abstract

The musical treatise of Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji, a court
musician and instrumentalist during the reign of Shah Sultan
Hoseyn Safavi, represents one of the last major works on
music composed in the Safavid era and reflects the earliest
stages of Iran’s transition from the modal (Magam) system to
the emerging Dastgah framework. The treatise consists of an
extensive preface and two main sections: the first, comprising
fifteen chapters, addresses theoretical aspects of music, while
the second is devoted primarily to rhythmic cycles (buhiir al-
usiil), metric patterns, and compositions authored by Amir
Khan and his contemporaries. This study aims to analyze the
content of the treatise and to assess its place within the
continuity of Iranian musical treatise-writing tradition by
undertaking a comparative examination with two preceding
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seminal texts—>Bahjat al-Rith by ‘Abd al-Mu’min ibn Safi al-
Din and the treatise of ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sayf Ghaznavi.
Employing a descriptive—analytical method, codicological and
textual data from the manuscripts were collected and
systematically analyzed through comparison of chapters and
theoretical structures. The findings indicate that Amir Khan,
drawing on the theoretical foundations of ‘Abd al-Qadir
Maraghi and influenced by the aforementioned treatises,
articulated a more coherent yet simplified version of Safavid
theoretical music. His emphasis on concepts such as ‘bang’,
‘shudiid’ (modal transpositions), ‘buhiir al-usil,” and
especially ‘gtisheh’ demonstrates both his awareness of
contemporary musical transformations and his intellectual
connection to the later Dastgah tradition. In comparison with
the works of Safi al-Din and Ghaznavi, Amir Khan’s rational
organization of chapters and reduction of extra-musical
elements reveal a stronger inclination toward empirical
analysis of music. Consequently, Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji’s
treatise may be regarded as a crucial link between the Safavid-
era modal tradition and the post-Safavid Dastgah system—an
important document that, while reflecting the decline of the
Safavid court, simultaneously attests to the enduring
intellectual and aesthetic vitality of Iranian music in the
twelfth century AH (18" century CE).

Keywords: Musical Treatise, Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji,
Safavid-era Music, Ancient Iranian Music, Bahjat al-Riih.
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A Content Analysis of the Treatise on Music by Amir Khan

Kokabi Gorji: A Comparative Analysis of Bahjat al-Riih by

Abd al-Mu’min ibn Safi al-Din and the Treatise on Music by
Abd al-Rahman ibn Sayf Ghaznavi

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The musical treatise of Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji, a court
musician and instrumentalist during the reign of Shah Sultan Hoseyn Safavi,
stands as one of the last significant works on music written in the Safavid
era. It marks the earliest stages of Iran’s transition from the modal system
(Magam) to the emerging system of Dastgah. Written in 1108 AH/1696 CE
at the Safavid court of Shah Sultan Hoseyn, the treatise is organized into an
extended preface and fifteen chapters, offering valuable information on
magam (modes), sho’be and avazeh (both sub-modes), shudiid (modal
transpositions), buhiir al-usiil (rhythmic cycles), and even rare concepts such
as ‘bang’ and ‘giisheh’. Despite its importance, previous scholarship has
largely focused on theoretical or codicological aspects, while its historical,
extra-musical dimensions and its place within the continuity of Safavid
treatise-writing tradition have seldom been analyzed comprehensively. The
principal gap in earlier studies lies in the absence of a comparative
assessment of its structure and content against two foundational texts: Bahjat
al-Rih by ‘Abd al-Mu’min ibn Safi al-Din and the treatise of ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Sayf Ghaznavi. Amir Khan’s work drew heavily on these
predecessors in its arrangement of chapters, use of versified passages, and
classification of modes and sub-modes. Accordingly, the central question
addressed in the present study is how Amir Khan’s treatise reflects
continuity, changes, or transformations in theoretical logic and musical
taxonomy, and what position it occupies—relative to earlier Safavid
treatises—in the broader trajectory toward the Dastgah system. The main
research questions are as follows:

1. What relationship does Amir Khan’s treatise bear to the structure and
content of the works of ‘Abd al-Mu’min Safi al-Din and ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Sayf Ghaznavi?

2. In what ways does Amir Khan introduce innovations or transformations in
relation to earlier traditions?

3. What image of musical thought in the declining Safavid period does this
treatise convey?

With regard to previous scholarship, none of the existing studies on Amir
Khan’s treatise has offered a systematic comparative analysis of the chapters
and fundamental concepts across the three treatises. The present research
seeks to fill this gap by clarifying the position of Amir Khan’s work within
the continuity of Iranian theoretical music writing.

Method: The present study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach with a
historical orientation. First, extant manuscripts of the treatise were identified
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in the collections of the Bibliothéque nationale de France, the University of
Tehran, the Iranian Parliament Library, Tashkent, and other repositories, and
their codicological data were compiled. The text of the treatise was then
examined on the basis of the manuscript in University of Tehran, compared
against the other versions. For comparative analysis, the chapters of Amir
Khan’s treatise were aligned with their counterparts in Bahjat al-Rith and the
treatise of ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sayf Ghaznavi, and divergences, parallels,
and modifications in fundamental concepts—such as modes, sub-modes,
modal transpositions, ‘bang’, chapter classifications, extra-musical
associations, rhythmic cycles, and notational structures—were extracted.
The data were categorized by content analysis and interpreted within the
framework of musical developments in the Safavid period.

Findings: The results revealed that the overall structure of Amir Khan’s
treatise—from the division into chapters to the arrangement of versified
passages—is heavily, and in some cases almost verbatim, derived from
Bahjat al-Rih. The verses concerning the twelve maqams, twenty-four
sho’bes, and six avazehs are nearly identical to those found in the work by
‘Abd al-Mu’min, although Amir Khan occasionally simplified or rearranged
the verses to produce a more accessible text. The results of comparison with
the treatise of Sayf Ghaznavi further indicate that the concept of ‘bang’,
among the most complex notions, has been directly borrowed from
Ghaznavi, albeit presented by Amir Khan in a more streamlined and
coherent manner. The treatise also contains additions absent from earlier
texts, including a relatively rare reference to ‘forty-eight giishehs,” which
may cautiously be regarded as one of the earliest theoretical indications of
the emerging Gusheh—Dastgah system.

Regarding rhythmic cycles (‘buhtr al-usiil’), Amir Khan, while citing the
tradition of Maraghi, expanded the number of cycles from 17 to 22,
introducing new forms such as ‘Shahnameh’, ‘Tawil’, and ‘Sama’. The data
from treatise on organology are likewise noteworthy: the mention of
instruments such as ‘tiitak’ and ‘Gdcheh’ points to rare or little-documented
types, while the absence of the ‘tar’—as one of the most prominent Iranian
instruments in later periods—suggests that it had not yet assumed its
standardized form at the time of composition. Content analysis of the
chapters shows that, although the treatise abounds in extra-musical
associations (such as linking magams to animals, seasons, or ethnic groups),
it presents mystical and astrological material in a far more concise and
rationalized manner than Bahjat al-Rith. Moreover, explanations related to
the four modal transpositions (‘shudiid’)—especially the transitions from
one modulation to another—are more elaborate and theoretically precise
than in earlier treatises.

Discussion and conclusion: The comparative analysis demonstrates that
Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji’s treatise should be regarded as a pivotal link
between the modal tradition of treatises from the 14" to the 16™ centuries
and the emergence of the Dastgdh system in the 18" and 19™ centuries.
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Although he drew extensively on the structures of ‘Abd al-Mu’min and
Ghaznavi, Amir Khan advanced the organization of content by reducing
peripheral eclements and simplifying the conceptual framework. The
significant reference to the ‘giisheh’, the practical definition of ‘bang’, and
the effort to articulate ‘shudiid’ on the basis of performance logic all point to
an orientation toward Dastgah thinking that had no precedent in earlier texts.
Beyond its musical value, the treatise also offers a cultural portrait during the
reign of Shah Sultan Hoseyn, in which religious restrictions compelled the
legitimization of music through the inclusion of hadiths, symbolic
associations, and sacred concepts. Overall, Amir Khan’s treatise should be
seen as both the final reflection of the Magami theoretical structure and the
earliest indication of the formation of the Dastgah organization in Iranian
music—a work which, despite its highly ornate and lengthy prose, has
preserved within itself one of the most important documents of Iran’s
historical musical transition.

Keywords: Musical Treatise, Amir Khan Kokabi Gorji, Safavid-era Music,
Ancient Iranian Music, Bahjat al-Rith.
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The Reflection of Romantic and Mystical Narratives in
Qajar Tile Paintings: A Case Study of the Works of Ali
Muhammad Isfahani

Zahra Esmaili', Arezu Paydar Fard

Abstract

The Qajar period should be considered as one of the most
significant and innovative eras in the history of Iranian art,
an age in which traditional artistic heritage and emerging
modern currents converged. The tile paintings of this
period not only show the aesthetic taste and technical
mastery of artists but also serve as a medium for reflecting
literary themes and narrative traditions. Among the diverse
themes used, romantic and mystical narratives have a
particularly prominent position. Ali Muhammad Isfahani,
one of the most distinguished artists and tilemakers in this
era, utilized his expertise in painting and tilework to
produce works that harmoniously integrate khatayi and
eslimi patterns and  Persian  miniature  painting.
Accordingly, this study seeks to address two primary
questions: First, which romantic and mystical narratives
are reflected in Qajar tile paintings? Second, what visual
techniques and stylistic features did Ali Muhammad
Isfahani employ to depict these themes? The present
article is an attempt to analyze the role of romantic and
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mystical narratives within the tile paintings of this artist.
Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study draws
on library and archival resources. The findings show that
Isfahani, by merging his skills in painting and tile
painting, has been able to visualize the themes of the
classical Persian literature, particularly narratives from
Nezami’s Khamsa in the form of tile paintings. Using
varied geometric compositions such as oval and
rectangular frames, adherence to principles of perspective,
and the creation of visual depth, he has been able to reflect
romantic and mystical narratives in his works artistically
and effectively.

Keywords: Tile painting, Qajar era, Romantic and Mystical
narratives, Ali Muhammad Isfahani, Composition.
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The Reflection of Romantic and Mystical Narratives in
Qajar Tile Paintings: A Case Study of the Works of Ali
Muhammad Isfahani

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: As an innovative and influential era in the Iranian art
history, the Qajar period is marked by the integration of earlier artistic
traditions with new currents and external influences. Tile painting, which
previously had primarily religious and public applications, was
extensively used for expression and representation of diverse themes
including literary and narrative subjects within palaces, mansions, and
aristocratic residences. A prominent manifestation of this development is
the representation of romantic and mystical stories on tiles, forging a
profound connection between classical Persian literature and the visual
arts. Ali Muhammad Isfahani, a master artist in the late Qajar period
renowned for his command of design, painting, and tile painting
techniques, created works that adeptly translate literary narratives into
visual form through tile panels. Despite the existing studies on Qajar
tilework, a notable gap remains in the systematic and precise analysis of
the narrative and aesthetic representation of these themes, particularly in
the works of a prominent artist like Ali Muhammad Isfahani. The present
study aims to address this gap by examining the place and methods
through which romantic and mystical narratives are reflected in the tile
paintings of this artist. The primary research questions addressed in the
present study are: 1) Which romantic and mystical narratives are
reflected in Qajar tile paintings, specifically in the works of Ali
Muhammad Isfahani? 2) What techniques, visual characteristics, and
compositional strategies did the artist employ to represent these themes?
Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, and the
related data was gathered from library and documentary sources,
including specialized books, articles, image archives, and museum
records. The sample population included tile panels attributed to or
confirmed to have been painted by Ali Muhammad Isfahani in the
Golestan Palace collection. From over 120 pieces, seven tile panels
were selected as case studies through purposive sampling based on
specific criteria: bearing an inscription or signature reading “the work
of Ali Muhammad Isfahani,” dating from 1250-1270 AH, featuring
romantic or mystical themes, and being in suitable condition with
accessible, high-quality archival records. The sample included five
works with romantic-mystical themes and two with purely mystical
themes. Data analysis employed an interdisciplinary approach (artistic,
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literary, and historical), utilizing systematic analytical tables to examine
technical features, composition, and narrative content.

Findings:The findings indicate that romantic and mystical themes
drawn from classical Persian literature, particularly the narrative poems
from Nezami’s Khamsa (such as Leili and Majnun and Khosrow and
Shirin) as well as mystical tales, feature prominently and effectively in
Ali Muhammad Isfahani’s tile paintings. By integrating his skills in
painting and tile painting, the artist successfully transformed these
literary narratives from text into image. The key visual and technical
characteristics observed in these works include: the use of varied
geometric frames and compositions, such as ovals and rectangles, to
organize scenes; the application of perspective and shading to create
visual depth and realistic spatial arrangement; the integration of
decorative eslimi and khatayi patterns with narrative elements and
human figures; and the intelligent use of colors such as lapis lazuli blue
and turquoise, which enrich the visual appeal while preserving
traditional identity. These features not only demonstrate the artist’s
technical mastery but also reflect his narrative and literary view in
creating visual artworks.

Discussion and conclusion: Analysis of the selected tile paintings by
Ali Muhammad Isfahani indicates that this Qajar artist has skillfully
recreated romantic and mystical narratives, which are deeply rooted in
Iranian culture and identity, in a visual language and within a new
format (non-religious decorative tile panels in palaces). This
representation transcends mere ornamentation, conveying cultural
meanings, expressing the artist’s worldview, and reflecting the literary
and aesthetic tendencies of the Qajar period. Isfahani’s success in
creating these works stems from his ability to connect Persian painting
traditions (particularly the Qajar school) with advanced tilework
techniques, as well as his profound understanding of narrative literature.
This study demonstrates that Qajar tile paintings, especially those
created by masters such as Ali Muhammad Isfahani, serve as valuable
resources for understanding the dynamic interaction between literature
and visual arts in the Iranian modern history. Future studies are
recommended to conduct comparative studies of these works with
illustrated manuscripts from the same period, perform sociological
analyses of the audiences for such tile paintings in both religious and
secular buildings, and undertake more detailed technical studies of the
materials and techniques used in their creation.

Keywords: Tile painting, Qajar era, Romantic and Mystical
narratives, Ali Muhammad Isfahani, Composition.
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‘Mokh’ as an Identity Marker in the Cultural
Fabric of Bafgh

Samaneh Kakavand'

Abstract

In cultural studies, indigenous vocabulary holds
significant importance in local dialects because words
have been repeated over centuries within a linguistic
context. Although they may gradually distance themselves
from their original etymologies and reasons for naming,
transmitting merely as lexical shells or suspended letters,
just like signs they retain the capacity for contextual
decoding. The naming of the date palm as ‘Mokh’ in
Bafgh is one such cultural sign, and analyzing the
rationale behind this nomenclature is the primary objective
of the present study. The research question is formulated
as follows: Based on written historical sources, what
hypotheses underlie the naming of the date palm as
"Mogh," and based on what basis can the discussion be
concluded? It appears that the reasons for naming it
‘Mokh’ may relate to factors such as its utility and
generosity. Additionally, changing the final letter of the
word (i.e., ‘gh’) to "kh," transforming it into ‘Mokh,” may
refer to the palm's head (terminal bud) and its importance.
The present study is a type of qualitative research. In
terms of purpose, it is fundamental, and in terms of
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methodology, it is theoretical-fundamental. However,
based on its nature and method, it is considered historical
research, concerned with analyzing the etymology of
naming the date palm ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh. With this aim, an
attempt was made to base the study on reliable written
sources. Furthermore, the research approach combines
descriptive-analytical and historical methods, as it
examines a specific word within the linguistic context and
traditions of Bafgh. Data collection in the historical
dimension was library-based, while the descriptive aspect
utilized observation and field interviews. The research
finding indicates that, among various hypotheses such as
high utility and benefit, generosity, munificence, and
"Mokh" or ‘Mokh’ meaning 'brain,' these factors point to
the reason for naming the date palm frond in Bafgh as
‘Mokh.” This also supports the claim that, in a way, it has
been interpreted in connection with human attributes and
characteristics like generosity and possessing a brain
(intellect).

Keywords: Cultural ecology, Plant sanctification,
Sacredness of the date palm, Ethnography of Bafgh, Mogh
in Bafgh Folk Culture.
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‘Mokh’ as an Identity Marker in the Cultural Fabric of
Bafgh

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: In every geographical area surrounding date palm
groves, a subculture has formed, and Bafgh is no exception in this
respect. With an awareness of similarities and differences in the
cultural components of the regions with date palm trees,
anthropological studies are dedicated to recording objects, methods,
practices, beliefs, and various cultural examples. On this basis, the
cultural ecology of Bafgh is also of great significance. The
environment of Bafgh, in interaction with culture, has shaped
traditional livelthoods and related matters such as specialized
vocabulary. Before the discovery of the Bafgh iron ore mine, the
primary occupation of the people was date palm cultivation and
related trades like mat weaving. Due to the importance of preserving
and reviving Bafgh's intangible cultural heritage, this article, relying
on the framework of interpretive ethnography, which probes culture
based on its semantic dimension, analyzes the meaning of ‘Mokh’
among local actors. Naming the date palm as ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh is a
cultural sign, and the present study is primarily an attempt to examine
why the date palm is named ‘Mokh’. In other words, aware of the
distinctive use of certain terms related to the date palm and its
cultivation, the question is ‘Based on historical written sources, what
hypotheses underpin the naming of the date palm as ‘Mokh’?’

Various words exist in Iran's local dialects whose etymologies have
been less traced due to their frequent repetition; among them is
‘Mokh’ or the date palm tree in the linguistic context of southern Iran.
Understanding the causes of the formation and attribution of names
ensures that words do not gradually turn into suspended shells but are
transmitted based on semantic layers. Based on this approach, various
sources were studied. Taslim Jahromi (2024), for instance, in their
article entitled "Examining Words and Terms Related to Date Palms
and Date Cultivation in the Jahrom Dialect," tried to study and
classify 200 words and terms related to date palms and their
cultivation in Jahrom through documentary and field methods. Sa'adat
(2020) in the article "Geographical Distribution of Date Palm, Tree,
and Mogh, and the Reason for the Date Palm Being Called Mogh in a
Number of Iranian Dialects," while examining the word "date palm"
in current dialects, the country's standard language, and Pahlavi
language, studied the tree from a botanical perspective. Regarding its
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being called "Mogh," she believes that Aryans were not familiar with
the date palm tree, and when they entered Iran and reached southern
Iran, they noticed the natives' belief in the sanctity of the palm. From
then on, since they had no word for it, they named it ‘Mokh’; she also
mentions the generosity of the date palm tree. Janbollahi (2019) in the
article "Yazd and Bafgh; Hand-woven and Mat-woven Products,"
refers to the naming of the date palm in Bafgh and mentions ‘Mokh.’
Henry (1972) in the article "The Importance of the Date Palm in the
Life of Khor People," points to the naming of the date palm as
‘Mokh.” However, none of the written sources have addressed the
various dimensions of why the date palm is named "Mogh," especially
within the specific study area of Bafgh, nor have they examined
different factors. Therefore, the present article is innovative in that it
specifically addresses Bafgh in Yazd province, examines four
different hypotheses, and the achieved result is novel.

Method: This is a qualitative study. Based on its nature and approach,
it is considered historical research, concerned with analyzing past
events. Relying on historical sources and valid scientific documents,
the reasons for naming the date palm ‘Mokh’ in Bafgh were
investigated. In line with this purpose, an attempt was made to base
the study on reliable written sources. Furthermore, the research
method is descriptive-analytical, as it examines a specific word within
the linguistic context and traditions of Bafgh. Data collection in the
historical section was library-based, while the descriptive part utilized
observation and field interviews.

Findings: The findings shed light on the cultural, linguistic, and
historical interactions of Bafgh and lead to a deeper understanding of
the evolution and usage of this word in the local context. First, since
the date palm is beneficial and fruitful, and its usefulness and
effectiveness seemed beyond that of non-fruit-bearing trees, it was
considered sacred and blessed. Because all parts of the date palm were
useful as food and for clothing, tools, and household items, it was
named ‘Mokh.” The second conjecture was related to the generosity
and giving nature of the palm. The usefulness of the palm was an
example of giving and generosity (Maga), and gradually a word form
similar to "Mog," "Mok" was created as a sign of the palm's
generosity, and in some areas like Sistan and Baluchestan, "Mak" is
still common, and in Bafgh, ‘Mokh’ became prevalent. In the
Zoroastrian religion, a ‘Mokh’ was considered a kind of tutor. On the
other hand, since many human necessities and foodstuffs were
obtained from a single palm tree, it was also seen as nurturing humans
physically, and for this reason, both the palm and the priest were
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called ‘Mokh.” Another notion focused on the palm possessing a
'brain' (terminal bud/heart) like humans, which is why in some areas it
is called "Mokh."

Conclusion: It can be concluded that the date palm has been given
this name due to its high utility and benefit, generosity, munificence,
and "Mokh" or ‘Mokh’ meaning 'brain,' which are, in a way, related to
humans and human attributes and characteristics such as generosity
and possessing a brain (intellect).

Keywords: Cultural ecology, Plant sanctification, Sacredness of the
date palm, Ethnography of Bafgh, Mogh in Bafgh Folk Culture.
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