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Abstract

Gender plays an effective role in redefining social
distinctions, roles, and functions. In different societies,
gender identity, as a social construct, operates at a level
beyond biological differences. The representation of
gender in traditional societies is an issue observed within
historical texts. The aim of this research is to study the
status of women in the political system of the Timurid era.
The research findings indicate that gender and gender
identity in the Timurid era were influenced by and
interacted with the tribal and patriarchal system, and from
the very beginning of Timur's ascendancy, women were
present in the social arena amidst the thick of wars,
without gender segregation; hence, their identity was
formed alongside men and within the tribes. This very fact
caused the function of women in political-military arenas
to look more prominent. The structure of the Timurid
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government, which was founded upon marriage with
women from important tribes, provided an opportunity for
women's strategies, from warfare to politics and even
intercession for the sake of peace and the well-being of the
tribe and government, to be successful. Despite gender
discrimination, women were able to demonstrate their
power within the patriarchal society of the Timurid era
and within the Timurid apparatus through feminine
mechanisms and the manifestation of feminine subtlety.
The present study is specifically focused on the period of
Timur's rule.

Keywords: Timurid period, Women's history, History of
gender, Discourse of power, Gender performance.
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The Construction of Gender Discourse
in the Timurid Era

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: This study, titled "The Construction of Gender
Discourse in the Timurid Era," addressed the representation of gender
and gender identity in the Timurid period. By examining the status of
women as a subordinate class in patriarchal society using the data
extracted from historical sources, one can arrive at the ideas of power
within the prevailing discourse of any given period.

According to Foucault's theory, power is not just top-down but is also
exercised from the bottom up. In every culture, a discourse is
produced wherein the signs of power flow in a capillary manner
throughout the entire body of society because, according to Foucault,
this power is not in the possession of any specific class or group but
flows even within small institutions. Timur, by employing military
force, realized his sovereignty over other tribes and created his own
specific discourse, which was based on coercive force. Initially, in
pursuit of his objectives, being aware of the existing situation and the
status of women in the Mongol apparatus, he resorted to the
Chinggisid lineage to legitimize his rule, and by calling himself
Gurkan (son-in-law), he declared himself the heir to the empire of
Chinggis Khan. In this patriarchal system, Khatuns (high-ranking
women), as links between the dynasties of various territories, by
gaining legitimacy from their father-king or father-ruler, could
demonstrate their agency and bring their power to fruition within the
Timurid power structure through specific feminine strategies.

In terms of gender culture, given the pervasive gender discrimination
resulting from the domination of patriarchy over Eastern lands, the
object of the female body in the Timurid era, as a socio-historical
product, possesses a type of political subjugation that is a construct of
the society of this era. Therefore, gender roles are a cultural category
that is a social construct. In the Timurid era, women were classified
into two strata: the Khatuns and women of the lower classes. Timurid
Khatuns in historical sources, distinct from handmaidens and women
of other lower classes, have been depicted more prominently and
extensively; therefore, the majority of historical reports and data are
dedicated to them.

Method: The present study examines and explains the status of
female gender and their capabilities in the politics of the Timurid era,
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which was analyzed using reports and data available in the sources
from this period.

This is a descriptive-analytical study conducted using the library
method, based on data extracted from sources of this period. Given the
nature of the subject and the historiography tradition of this period, the
sources and materials used for conducting this study include historical
books, travelogues, and remaining documents and records.

Discussion and conclusion: The discourse of power in the patriarchal
society of the Timurid era seeks to create a type of femininity that
serves male interests. Women, possessing knowledge of themselves
and their individual and social position, were able to create changes in
the power relations of this period and objectify new definitions of
female identity. In fact, women's power is reflected in the transmission
of feminine concepts and attitudes within and under the patriarchal
discourse of this period.

Despite the considerable number of studies on the history of women
and their socio-political position in the expanse of Islamic lands, this
field remains poor in terms of qualitative and academic research
compared to other historical subjects. This deficiency is even more
evident concerning the history of women in Islamic societies during the
pre-modern era. On the other hand, today, significant developments
have emerged in the field of women's studies in the social sciences and
feminist schools, and various theories have been proposed. Among the
untouched areas for research are the testing and application of these
theories, especially in the case of the sociology of gender, using the
historical data from different sources related to various periods.
Conducting studies of this kind will greatly contribute to the richness of
our understanding and comprehension of the history of women and
their position in Islamic lands and the factors affecting it.

Keywords: Timurid period, Women's history, History of gender,
Discourse of power, Gender performance.



