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The Inscriptions of ‘Al Mirza Aq Qoyunlu at
Persepolis
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Abstract

‘Ali Mirza, the son of Sultan Khalill Aq Qoyunlu, is
associated with two inscriptions at Persepolis that were
written and carved in 881 AH/1476 AD, one day prior to
Uzun Hasan’s military review at Band-e Amir. At the time,
‘All Mirza was still a minor, and these inscriptions constitute
the only works attributed to him to date. These circumstances
have given rise to doubts concerning the authenticity and
attribution of the inscriptions and have prompted suggestions
that they may have been executed by individuals other than
‘Al Mirza himself. The historical correlation of these
inscriptions with the well-known treatise of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani on Uzun Hasan’s military review has
further contributed to these uncertainties.

The aim of the present study is to reassess the authenticity of
the inscriptions attributed to ‘Alt Mirza at Persepolis and to
examine their relationship to Uzun Hasan’s military review
on the basis of historical evidence and field observations.
The study adopts a historical-analytical approach and relies
on primary written sources in conjunction with field
investigations.

The results indicate that Jalal al-Din Mohammad Davant’s
account of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptional activity at Persepolis
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corresponds closely with the extant inscriptions;
nevertheless, it is unlikely that “Al1 Mirza himself acted as
the scribe of both. Rather, the execution of the inscriptions
may be attributed to calligraphers or secretaries attached to
the court of Sultan Khalil. At minimum, the inscription on
the eastern window of the portico of the Tachara Palace
should be ascribed to Ahmad b. Husayn. Furthermore, a
comparative examination of the extant manuscript copies
of Davani’s treatise makes it possible to determine that
Uzun Hasan’s military review took place in Sha‘ban 881
AH/1476 AD, thereby allowing for a more precise dating
of both the ceremony and the execution of ‘Alt Mirza’s
inscriptions at Persepolis.

Keywords: Persepolis; Tachara Palace; inscriptions; ‘Al
Mirza Aq Qoyunlu; Uzun Hasan; military review.
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The Inscriptions of ‘All Mirza Aq Qoyunlu
at Persepolis

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The Tachara Palace is a significant architectural
monument at Persepolis. Located in southwest of the Apadana Palace,
the complex consists of a hall, a portico, and several chambers. Dozens of
monumental inscriptions dating back to the Islamic period are carved on
the surfaces of its niches and windows, the earliest of which dates to the
early fourth century AH/tenth century AD. Among these inscriptions are
the names of several Iranian rulers and princes, including ‘Al1 Mirza, son
of Sultan Khalil Aq Qoyunlu, to whom two inscriptions in the Tachara
Palace are attributed. Executed in fine calligraphy, these inscriptions
praise ‘Al1 Mirza’s skill; however, he was still very young at the time,
and they constitute the only known examples of his calligraphy. The
inscriptions were written and carved in 881 AH/1476 AD, one day prior
to Uzun Hasan’s military review at Band-e Amir. Although the
inscriptions themselves make no reference to this ceremony, historical
written sources have discussed the event and explicitly referred to the
inscriptions. The correlation of these inscriptions with the well-known
treatise of Jalal al-Din Mohammad Davani on Uzun Hasan’s military
review has further intensified doubts concerning their attribution and
historical context.

Previous studies have focused, to varying degrees, on the reading of the
inscriptions and the historical issues associated with them. Nevertheless,
doubts regarding the authenticity of these inscriptions persist, largely
based on two main issues: first, the manner of their execution and the
attribution of their script to ‘Ali Murza; and second, the historical
correspondence between the inscriptions and Uzun Hasan’s military
review at Band-e Amir. The aim of the present study was to address these
issues through a detailed examination of the historical evidence and an
analysis of the formal characteristics of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptions at
Persepolis. To this end, the physical features of the inscriptions in the
Tachara Palace were first examined in detail, and their texts were re-read.
This was followed by an analysis of historical written sources that report
on these inscriptions. The article also sought to discuss the probable
reasons for the execution of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptions in the Tachara
Palace and to determine their precise date, which in turn clarifies the days
on which Uzun Hasan’s military review was held.

Method: This study employs a historical-analytical research method and
is based on primary written sources as well as field investigations.
Conclusions: This investigation demonstrates that Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davant’s account of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptional activity at
Persepolis corresponds closely with the extant inscriptions; however, it is
unlikely that ‘Al Mirza himself served as the scribe of both inscriptions.



| WV esled ((Kin )b Soladllas | YE

Calligraphers or secretaries attached to the court of Sultan Khalil are
more likely to have played a role in their execution. At the very least, the
inscription on the eastern window of the portico of the Tachara Palace
should be attributed to Ahmad b. Husayn. Furthermore, if Uzun Hasan’s
military review at Band-e Amir constituted the reason for Sultan Khalil
Aq Qoyunlu’s presence at Persepolis, then the existence of Ibrahim
Sultan’s inscriptions likewise served as the principal impetus for the
execution of ‘All Mirza’s inscriptions in the Tachara Palace. This point
has been explicitly acknowledged in the treatise of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani, and a general comparison of the location and
content of the inscriptions also supports this conclusion. For this reason,
there is no reference to Uzun Hasan’s military review in ‘Al Mirza’s
inscriptions. The content of these inscriptions, similar to the themes
commonly found in other commemorative inscriptions at Persepolis,
reflects notions of the transience and insignificance of the worldly realm.

Moreover, an examination of the extant manuscript copies of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davant’s treatise and their chronological correlation with
‘All Mirza’s inscriptions at Persepolis indicates that Uzun Hasan’s
military review was held on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
corresponding to either 3—5, 10—12, or 17-19 Sha‘ban 881 AH/1476 AD.
The presence of Sultan Khalil and the execution of ‘Ali Mirza’s
inscriptions at Persepolis likewise coincided with Wednesday, either 2, 9,
or 16 Sha‘ban 881 AH/1476 AD.

Keywords: Persepolis; Tachara Palace; inscriptions; ‘All Mirza Aq
Qoyunly; Uzun Hasan; military review.



