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Reza Shah's Legacy in Pahlavi History Textbooks: A
Semiotic Approach to the Representation of Power and
Identity

Amir Karimi!

Abstract

using a qualitative and critical semiotic approach, this
research analyzes the visual representations of Reza Shah in
Pahlavi history textbooks at all levels of education and
attempts to reveal the ideological mechanisms through which
political power and nationalist identity are transmitted to
students. The issue addressed in the present study is that
textbook images are not simply reflections of historical
events and figures, but are ideological texts that reproduce
the hegemonic messages of the state in secondary semantic
layers. This research seeks to answer the question of how the
images of Pahlavi history textbooks, by representing
modernity, Reza Shah's authority, and patterns of order and
obedience, act as an ideological device to consolidate the
official discourse of the Pahlavi state in the minds of
students. The theoretical framework of the research is based
on Roland Barthes' concepts of first- and second-order
signification and Louis Althusser's theory of "ideological
apparatuses of the state. Accordingly, the images are
analyzed at three levels: ‘reconstructional heritage’
(renovation and modernization), ‘personal heritage’

1. PhD Student, History Department, Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, Tabriz University,
Tabriz, Iran. amirkarimi1401@ms.tabrizu.ac.ir

Received: Oct 8, 2025 - Accepted: Dec 17, 2025

—@ This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, share it
with others and Adapt the material for any purpose



|'\° e,k&gﬁ)é,lsobdlbﬂ

(personal image and authority), and ‘behavioral heritage’
(social order and rituals). The main sources of the research
are the collection of Pahlavi history textbooks collected
through the Ayatollah Boroujerdi Digital Library and other
document databases. The findings show that the images of
Reza Shah in these texts, by eliminating social and political
contradictions, present a heroic and architect-like image of
him and serve to consolidate the Pahlavi nationalist and
state-oriented discourse. By filling the gap in studies on the
history of education, the present study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the link between image, ideology, and
nation-building in contemporary Iran.

Keywords: Reza Shah, history textbooks, semiotics, Pahlavi
ideology, history education.
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" Reza Shah's Legacy in Pahlavi History Textbooks: A Semiotic
Approach to the Representation of Power and Identity

Extended Abstract
Introduction: History textbooks are not merely instruments for the
transmission of historical knowledge; rather, they function as one of the most
significant mechanisms for the reproduction of official ideology. According
to Louis Althusser’s theory of Ideological State Apparatuses, the educational
institution produces subjects aligned with the dominant political order
through curricular content. Within this framework, images—due to their
persuasive capacity and indirect influence—play a decisive role in
stabilizing the official narrative. From a semiotic perspective, particularly
within Roland Barthes’ theory of first- and second-order signification,
images carry not only explicit meanings but also mythological and
ideological layers that naturalize dominant values.
The central issue addressed in this study is how images of Reza Shah in
Pahlavi-era history textbooks transcend mere historical representation and
become instruments for consolidating a nationalist and state-centered
discourse. The aim is to uncover the semiotic and ideological mechanisms
through which political power, modernity, and national identity are
internalized in students’ minds. The main research question is formulated as
follows: How do images in Pahlavi history textbooks represent Reza Shah
across three levels—'modemist legacy,” ‘personal legacy,” and ‘behavioral
legacy’—and what role do they play in legitimizing the Pahlavi
government?
A review of the literature shows that while numerous studies have
examined history education, nationalism, and nation-building in
textbooks, relatively little attention has been paid to the semiotic
analysis of Reza Shah’s images within the combined theoretical
framework of Barthes and Althusser. This theoretical and
methodological gap justifies the present study.
Method: This research adopts a qualitative approach grounded in
critical semiotics. The corpus includes all history textbooks from the
Pahlavi period at primary and secondary schools, published between
the 1920s and 1970s. A purposive sampling strategy was employed to
select textbooks containing direct or indirect visual representations of
Reza Shah.
Primary sources were collected from archival databases and digital libraries.
The analytical framework is based on structuralist and critical semiotics,
organized along two main axes:

1. Analysis of first- and second-order signification (following Barthes) to

identify denotative and mythological meanings;
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2. Analysis of the ideological function of images within Althusser’s
framework, interpreting the textbook as an ideological apparatus
of the state.

Images were categorized into three analytical domains:
e Modernist legacy: infrastructural projects, development initiatives, and
modern institutions;
e Personal legacy: facial expression, military uniform, medals, posture,
and markers of charisma;
« Behavioral legacy: interactions with the military, issuance of decrees,
social reforms, and the transfer of power.
The method of data analysis is descriptive-interpretive, focusing on visual
codes such as composition, camera angle, centrality of the subject, exclusion
of extraneous elements, and symbols of authority.
Findings: The findings indicate that representations of Reza Shah in
Pahlavi-era textbooks follow a coherent and repetitive pattern across the
three identified levels:

1. Modernist legacy: There is a strong emphasis on infrastructural projects
such as railways, bridges, the University of Tehran, the National
Museum of Iran, and government buildings. These images juxtapose a
rugged natural landscape and a chaotic past with modern constructions,
portraying Reza Shah as the architect of modern Iran. The elimination
of people’s role and the focus on structures depict progress as the
product of the central government’s will.

2. Personal legacy: Reza Shah is predominantly depicted in military
uniform, adorned with prominent medals, displaying a resolute gaze
and an absence of personal emotion. These visual codes elevate him
beyond a historical individual to a symbol of national authority. The
repetition of this pattern across textbooks creates a form of visual
intertextuality that reinforces his charismatic identity.

3. Behavioral legacy: Images of military inspections, issuing the decree for
removing hijab, suppression of the opposition, and awarding honors to
the crown prince reproduce a pattern of order, obedience, concentration
of power, and transmission of legitimacy. Even deplctlons of repression
are framed in a way that presents state violence as a legitimate means of
maintaining order.

Opverall, images function not as neutral historical documents but as semiotic
texts carrying ideological meanings that naturalize the official narrative of
nation-building and modernization.

Discussion and conclusion: The semiotic analysis demonstrates that visual
representations of Reza Shah in history textbooks constitute a coordinated
mechanism for legitimizing the Pahlavi state and consolidating a state-
centered national identity. The interaction of modernist, personal, and
behavioral dimensions produces a coherent image of the Shah as a heroic
historical agent, architect of development, and symbol of national order. By
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omitting social and political contradictions, these images construct a
homogeneous and hegemonic narrative of the past.

Future research is recommended to undertake comparative analyses of pre-
and post-Islamic Revolution textbooks to examine shifts in the
representation of power. Additionally, the application of multimodal
discourse analysis could deepen visual interpretation. Empirical studies on
the impact of such images on students’ historical consciousness may also
open new avenues in the field of history education.

Keywords: Reza Shah, history textbooks, semiotics, Pahlavi ideology,
history education.
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An Examination of the Auditory Space of the Tabriz
Bazaar in its Historical Trajectory
before the Modern Era

Ahad Nejad Ebrahimi', Abbas Ghaffari?, Neda Ilimkchi®

Abstract

The bazaar, a key element and quintessential manifestation
of historical cities and their soundscapes, has some
emotional-perceptual signs that have been running in a
specific time and place, holding particular significance.
This article investigates the transformations of the
auditory space of the Tabriz Bazaar throughout its
historical trajectory prior to the modern era. Using a
library-based approach, this research analyzed information
extracted from travelogues, historical maps of Tabriz,
governmental documents and reports, and other sources
related to the pre-modern historical periods as primary
data. This data was then analyzed according to the
components of soundscape theories. The results indicated
that the soundscape of the Tabriz Bazaar in historical
periods contained a greater number of meaningful sounds
compared to similar environments of the same era, a
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condition that persists to the present day. Furthermore,
components such as the activities of functions like
mosques and tombs, bathhouses and zurkhanehs
(traditional gymnasiums), sedentary and non-sedentary
occupations, street vendors, the presence of itinerant
performers and public entertainments, social events, the
presence of different dialects and accents, construction
sounds, the presence of natural elements within the bazaar
environment, and sounds related to bazaar management
and maintenance were key soundmarks that have been
legible from a historical soundscape perspective. The
continuity of this legible soundscape throughout the
bazaar demonstrates that it was a dynamic environment.
Keywords: Soundscape, Historical Auditory Space, Tabriz
Bazaar, Soundmarks, Travelogue.
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An Examination of the Auditory Space of the Tabriz Bazaar
in its Historical Trajectory before the Modern Era

Extended Abstract

Introduction: As one of the most vital urban spaces in Iranian history, the
historic Tabriz Bazaar served not only as an arena for commerce but also
as a place for social, ritual, and cultural interactions. What has received less
attention is the auditory dimension of this space; that is, the sounds that
have continuously reflected the history, culture, and collective memory of
the city. In this context, the historical soundscape approach, grounded in R.
Murray Schafer’s theory, enables the study of the auditory past of historical
spaces. The present research aims to reconstruct the sonic environment of
the historic Tabriz Bazaar in the pre-modern era, examining the bazaar's
auditory system as a component of the city's cultural memory through
historical documents, travelogues, maps, and governmental reports. The
primary research question is: What were the constituent components of the
soundscape of the historic Tabriz Bazaar during historical periods, and
how can its continuity with the spatial identity of the city be explained? At
the theoretical level, this article represents an attempt to connect Schafer's
perceptual approach with historical research on Iranian architecture, aiming
to demonstrate that sounds, like form and material, can carry meaning and
memory. This perspective offers a new horizon in intangible heritage
studies and urban conservation, referring to "hearing the past" as a form of
cultural cognition.

Method: This is a descriptive-analytical study conducted using a
qualitative historical method. Data were extracted from library and archival
sources, including travelogues from the Safavid to Qajar periods (e.g.,
Sharden, Tavernier, Polak), government reports, and urban memoirs. Data
analysis was conducted utilizing Schafer's theoretical model, which
categorizes the soundscape into four groups (background sounds, signals,
soundmarks, and noise). For better adaptation to the context of the
historical bazaar, this framework was integrated with local data and
redefined into seven auditory axes. The analyses are based on the
qualitative content and a comparative examination across periods to
identify recurring and variable sound patterns. In this way, the historic
Tabriz Bazaar is reinterpreted not merely as a physical structure but as a
"repository of auditory memory."

Findings: The results of analysis show that the soundscape of the
historic Tabriz Bazaar enjoyed a rich and multi-layered order, wherein
each sound category reflected the interaction between spatial



|10 osled (Koo b 56 lallas | A

structure, human activity, and cultural identity. The characteristic
sounds of the bazaar can be analyzed within seven main categories:

¢ Sounds of occupations, which are considered the beating heart of
the bazaar: The hammers of goldsmiths, the pounding of
coppersmiths, the snipping of tailors, and the sounds of mills and
herbalists' shops were not only indicators of robust economic
activity but also represented professional authenticity and craft
skill. These sounds defined the spatial quality in terms of rhythm,
intensity, and continuity, shaping a substantial part of the bazaar's
working identity.

e Sounds of functions originating from the presence of religious,
welfare, and service facilities: The reverberation of the call for prayer
(azan) from the domes of the bazaar arcades, the sound of water in
traditional bathhouses (hammams), the tinkling of water dispensaries
(saqgakhanehs), and the murmurs of prayer acted as spatial and
temporal anchors within the bazaar's soundscape, establishing an
auditory connection between daily activity and spirituality.

e Presence of itinerant performers and public entertainment, which
enlivened and dynamized the bazaar space: The calls of itinerant
vendors, the melodies of naqqali (dramatic storytelling) and
Shahnameh recitation in caravanserai corners, the buzz of crowds
in coffeehouses, and the laughter of passersby reinforced the
social and recreational aspect of the bazaar, evoking popular
culture within the fabric of everyday life.

e Social Events, which signified the bazaar's connection with
collective and ritualistic occasions: The sounds of joy and
mourning during holidays and religious ceremonies, the arrival
and departure of caravans, and the proclamation of public
announcements transformed this space into a setting for collective
experiences. Such sounds shaped a form of social memory that
remains alive in the minds of Tabriz's inhabitants today.

e Presence of different dialects and accents, which indicated the ethnic
diversity and extensive commercial network of the bazaar: The sounds
arising from conversations and bargaining among traders in Azeri,
Turkish, Armenian, Persian, Georgian, and Ottoman languages
manifested the cultural complexity of the bazaar space, turning it into
a site of linguistic contact between civilizations.

e Bazaar management regulations, which constituted a form of
organized sonic system in its own right: The beating of drums or
striking of bells to signal market opening and closing hours, the
cries of town criers announcing governmental decrees or
commodity prices, established a system of aural communication
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between the administration and the public, conveying spatial
order to the people through hearing.
¢ Sounds of construction and repairs, which reflected the physical
dynamism and continuous vitality of the bazaar. The sounds of
masons' hammers, the rumble of wagons and carts transporting
materials, and the clamor of workers during post-earthquake
reconstruction embodied the enduring life of the space and the
interaction between past and present.
Collectively, these seven components created a coherent auditory
system in which each sound held meaning linked to function, space,
and culture. Thus, the historic Tabriz Bazaar can be recognized as a
"living sonic system" that has maintained a semantic and perceptual
continuity while accepting and undergoing temporal changes.
Discussion and conclusion: The analysis of the soundscape of the
historic Tabriz Bazaar shows that, within this space's history, sounds
were not merely reflections of human activity but constituted a part of
its meaning-making mechanism and memory, a form of auditory
language that defined the city's structure. Compared to other historical
bazaars in Iran, the historic Tabriz Bazaar enjoyed a more meaningful
diversity of sounds and a more coherent auditory organization,
enabling it to perpetuate its spatial identity through the act of hearing.
This study emphasizes the necessity of attending to the auditory
dimension in heritage conservation studies. It is proposed that in
bazaar regeneration projects, alongside physical elements, their sonic
history should also be documented to preserve their cultural
continuity. Future research could be dedicated to comparing the past
and current soundscape of the Tabriz Bazaar through recording
methods and acoustic analysis.
Keywords: Soundscape, Historical Auditory Space, Tabriz Bazaar,
Soundmarks, Travelogue.
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Abstract

Higher education institutions were established in the final
years of the Pahlavi era, centered in Kermanshah province
in the western regions of Iran. Ilam province—one of the
country’s newly established and underdeveloped
provinces—witnessed for the first time the establishment
of its earliest institution of higher education at the
undergraduate level, specializing in animal husbandry and
founded under the auspices of the Kermanshah College of
Sciences. Given its historical background, geographical
and climatic conditions, extensive rangelands, and the
predominance of pastoralist culture and livelihoods, the
province constituted a suitable setting for modernizing
livestock production and dairy processing. Achieving this
objective required up-to-date technical and specialized
expertise in animal breeding and livestock products. This
study, for the first time, examines the establishment of
higher education in Ilam province through founding the
Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry as a branch of Razi
University. The findings indicate that the earliest scientific
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policymaking efforts for higher education in Ilam were
initiated through field studies conducted by teams from the
higher education sector—initially under the framework of
the Kermanshahan College of Sciences, and later as a
campus of Razi University, which served as one of the
most important centers of higher education in western
Iran—in collaboration with the University of Akron in the
United States. On this basis, the foundation of the first
institution of higher education in Ilam Province was laid,
and the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry, as one of Razi
University’s satellite faculties, formally paved the way for
the introduction of higher education into the province
beginning in 1976.The results further show that the
establishment of this faculty faced serious challenges.
Lack of adequate educational infrastructure, shortages of
land and water, limited laboratory and instructional
equipment, insufficient specialized personnel, and the
political crisis in the final years of the Pahlavi regime led
to many difficulties for the Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry campus. Nevertheless, despite these obstacles,
the establishment of this campus became an entry point for
the subsequent development of higher education in the
province and ultimately for founding Ilam University in
the two decades following the victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

Keywords: Higher Education, Kermanshahan Faculty of
Sciences, Razi University, Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry.
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A Study of the First Higher Education Policies in Ilam
Province (1976-1978)

Extended Abstract

The issue of modern education, sending students abroad for education and
establishing higher education centers in a new style, was the result of the
Iranian society's encounter with the West and the recognition of the concept
and function of a new educational center called a university, which began in
the Qajar era. Its clear manifestation was the establishment of the Dar al-
Fonon (Polytechnic) during the Nasseri era with the efforts of Amir Kabir.
This process finally took on a different form with the establishment of the
University of Tehran in 1934. Although higher and specialized schools of
agricultural medicine and technology were established in various cities and
large universities such as Tehran, Tabriz, Ferdowsi Mashhad, Shiraz, etc.
until the 1950s, the penetration of higher education, especially in peripheral
regions and cities, especially in Western Iran, was a very slow process. In
western Iran, until the 1950s, education took the form of modern schools,
primary courses, and then supplementary courses in agricultural, health and
medical education centers and higher education schools. Finally, in
Kermanshah, in 1972, with the establishment of the Kermanshah Faculty of
Sciences, undergraduate courses in natural sciences and mathematics began.
Ilam, which was still considered a governorate of part of Kermanshah
province until early fifties, was recognized as a new province in the political
divisions of the country in early 1974. At the request of the governor of
Ilam, Asghar Afrasiaei, the field of animal husbandry was also launched in
the second half of 1974, considering the needs of the western region of the
country, in the framework of the Kermanshah Faculty of Natural Sciences
and Mathematics. Then, with the official opening of Razi University in
October (1976), the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry was defined as one
of the campuses of Razi University. In fact, the opening of Razi University
in Kermanshah in 1976 as a comprehensive university in the west of the
country is known as the beginning of the entry of higher education into the
cities of Sanandaj and Ilam in the provinces of Kurdistan and Ilam. There is
not much knowledge about how the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry was
established, its context, sources of studies, management, problems and
issues. This research paper examines how the Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry was established and the first scientific and educational policies,
issues, problems and achievements and failures of this faculty as the
cornerstone of higher education in Ilam province. Accordingly, the present
study seeks to answer the question of how the first efforts to establish a
higher education center in llam were made and what the consequences were.

Background: Despite the quantitative and qualitative development and
historical developments of higher education in Ilam province after the
Islamic Revolution, there has not yet been a documented and comprehensive
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study on the first scientific policies in the history of the establishment of the
science institution in this region. The study of the history and historiography
of higher education institutions in Iranian society is one of the topics that has
not received much attention. This neglect is even more pronounced in the
case of higher education institutions and institutions in the peripheral regions
in various geographical areas of contemporary Iran. Despite nearly half a
century of the first scientific and educational efforts in the provinces of the
western region of the country, it can be stated that no valuable and
noteworthy work has been done. One of these centers and institutions is the
University of Ilam and its history and the establishment of the Faculty of
Animal Husbandry on the Ilam campus, which was affiliated with Razi
University in Kermanshah, which can be considered the first scientific
experience and policy making in remote areas of Iran in the late Pahlavi era.
No studies have been conducted yet on this center and how it was
established as the first higher education center affiliated with Razi
University of Kermanshah, which was known as the Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry of Razi University. In this regard, this research is the first attempt
to examine the nature of the institution of science in western Iran and in [lam
province. The establishment of the Center for Historical Studies and
Documents at Razi University following the efforts of the Department of
Historical Sciences and the Iranian History Association of Kermanshah
Center, and the establishment of the Higher Education Studies Group in the
west of the country, provided research opportunities in this field by
publishing a brief history of Razi University in the west of the country.

Method and Objectives: Investigating and explaining the history of higher
education institutions and institutions that play a prominent role in the
cultural and scientific development of societies is one of the most important
objectives of cultural history studies. Cultural and civilizational studies and
how such institutions were established provide the origin, planning, and
recognition of their strengths and weaknesses, efficiency, or inefficiency,
and help explain the history of higher education in this region of Iran in the
late Pahlavi era and the beginning of the Islamic Revolution. The present
study examined the establishment of the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry
and its related issues. In this study, an attempt was made to historically
discuss and examine the process of introduction of higher education into
Ilam based on documentary studies, considering the historical documents
and records of the [lam Faculty of Animal Husbandry available in the higher
education archives, and to answer these questions: How were the first
policies and efforts made to introduce higher education in Ilam province?
What were the stages, and what was its function? This research, using
descriptive and analytical methods and using archival documents, for the
first time in the history of higher education in Ilam, discusses and examines
the contexts and backgrounds in the Faculty of Science in Kermanshah, the
process of establishment, how studies were formed, the structure of human
resources and the challenges of the first scientific institution in this province,
and the first scientific activities and policies of the Faculty of Animal
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Husbandry, Razi Pardis University (Ilam). It describes and analyzes the
contexts and the process of establishment and the problems facing the first
higher education institution in this province based on historical and archival
documents.

Discussion and Conclusion: The results of this study show that the
establishment of this faculty has faced serious challenges; lack of land,
water, laboratory and educational equipment, specialized human resources,
and the political crisis during the Pahlavi era have the the campus of the
Faculty of Animal Husbandry of Ilam to suffer many problems and failures.
Regarding the practical units of this field, lack of faculty members,
deprivation of the province, lack of sufficient budget were among the
problems despite the continuous efforts made by the deans of the Faculty of
Science of Kermanshahan and Razi University, and the deans of the Faculty
of Animal Husbandry, Ilam, for providing the required facilities. In any case,
the establishment of the Animal Husbandry Department in Razi University
and the experiences and studies resulting from it in the coming years paved
the way for the introduction of higher education into Ilam province and the
establishment of other scientific disciplines such as veterinary medicine and
agriculture in Razi University and Kermanshah province. Despite local
efforts and support from the central branch of the western part of the country
in Razi University to establish the campus of the Animal Husbandry
Department of Razi University in [lam province, there were many problems
in the path of scientific and educational activities of this faculty. The
experiences of facing these problems in the years after the Revolution
provided the motivation for paying more attention to appropriate planning in
the field of higher education in Ilam province. The consequences of this
attention have been the expansion and development of the higher education
system in [lam province, which deserves an independent study.

Keywords: Higher Education, Kermanshahan Faculty of Sciences, Razi
University, [lam Faculty of Animal Husbandry.
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Analyzing the Representation of Qajar History in
Reza Shah’s Textbooks: Emphasizing the Role of
Agency and Structure in Shaping Official
Educational Content (1925-1941)

Mohammad Bakhtiari ', Nima Talakoubi?

Abstract

The way any political regime treats the legacy and history of
its predecessor can always be challenging. In the modern era,
given the significant role of public opinion, this issue has
gained even greater importance. The Pahlavi state, which
came to power after the Qajar dynasty, paid particular
attention to the standardization and shaping of public opinion
through institutions such as the education system. Since one
of the most important means of directing the educational
system is the compilation of textbooks, the present study
adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to examine history
textbooks from the Reza Shah period in an attempt to reveal
the volume, characteristics, and principal themes related to
Qajar history in these books and to answer the question of
what image of the Qajar era was presented by the educational
system of Reza Shah’s government at different educational
levels. The findings indicate that in primary school textbooks,
relatively little attention was devoted to the Qajar era.
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However, at the secondary level, although a considerable
portion of the material was allocated to Qajar history, biases
were mainly evident at the level of vocabulary and linguistic
terminology. In fact, the plurality of textbook authors and the
consideration of the reciprocal relationship between events
and narratives limited the possibility of overt distortion of
historical facts except in discussions concerning the period
after the Constitutional Revolution. Finally, the biases that
reached their peak in the narrative of the Coup of 21 February
1921 (3 Esfand 1299) were, until 1938, mainly the result of
the authors’ positional anxieties and their adherence to the
dominant discourse of the period than the product of an
official supervisory structure. Nevertheless, after this date, the
Ministry of Culture initiated a more systematic effort to
present a unified narrative by combining selected pre-existing
texts with the rewriting of certain accounts.

Keywords: Qajar period, textbooks, history education,
Reza Shah era, representation of Qajar history.
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Analyzing the Representation of Qajar History in Reza
Shah’s Textbooks: Emphasizing the Role of Agency and
Structure in Shaping Official Educational Content (1925—
1941)

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The way political regimes deal with the history of a preceding
dynasty has always been potentially challenging. In the modern era, this
issue has become even more significant due to the growing influence of
public opinion. The importance of public opinion became clearly evident
during the Tobacco Protest and the Constitutional Revolution. Consequently,
increasing attention was paid to guiding the public opinion, and gradually
greater emphasis was placed on formal and public education, often with
approaches aimed at fostering national self-awareness. However, due to
political instability, extensive measures were not taken in this regard.

The crises that followed the Constitutional Revolution ultimately culminated
in the 1921 coup d’état. This event not only opened a wide space for
criticizing the Qajar dynasty but also created conditions for the realization of
a standardized system of formal education under the centralized rule of Reza
Shah, a government that linked part of its identity to modernization and an
emphasis on ancient Iranian heritage. There is little doubt that the Pahlavi
state had criticisms of the preceding Qajar dynasty. Yet how the tension
between historical realities and various representations was ultimately
reflected in school textbooks of that period remains a question that cannot be
answered without careful examination of the history textbooks produced
during Reza Shah’s reign.

On the one hand, the compilation of textbooks is one of the most important
channels through which governments shape national educational systems
and present an official narrative of history. On the other hand, because
various scholars and institutions participate in the preparation of these
textbooks, governments do not possess absolute freedom in shaping their
content. This tension becomes even more pronounced in the case of
contemporary history, since the abundance of available documents compels
historians to make more selective choices. In studies conducted on the
history of education in Iran, the actual content of textbooks has largely been
overlooked. Although general references to criticism and negative portrayals
of the Qajar period appear in Pahlavi-era textbooks, actual examples
representing the diversity of approaches within works produced in this
period have not been sufficiently presented.

Method: The present study examines the representation of Qajar history
within the official narrative of the Reza Shah government. Using a
descriptive—analytical method, the first step involves describing the history
textbooks used during the Reza Shah period in order to clarify the place of
Qajar history and the main themes associated with it in the texts under study.
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This approach seeks to determine what image of the Qajar era was presented
by the educational system of Reza Shah’s government across different
historical periods and educational levels.

To achieve this objective, 14 editions of textbooks published that addressed
Qajar history during this period were collected. Due to the limited number
and diversity of these works, sampling was not employed; instead, all
available texts were examined. Subsequently, by considering the processes
of writing history textbooks and the authors involved in their production
during the Pahlavi era, the study analyzes why and how Qajar history was
represented in different phases of Reza Shah’s rule. In doing so, it aims to
answer the central question of which factors influenced the formation of the
image of the Qajar dynasty presented in history textbooks during the Reza
Shah period.

Discussion and Conclusion: Although the presence of negative biases in the
representation of Iran’s Qajar-era history cannot be denied, these biases
appear primarily at the level of value-laden terminology in elementary
school textbooks and, at the secondary school level, in the form of moral
judgments about the personalities of the Qajar monarchs. Even so, such
biases do not prevent students from gaining a certain level of familiarity with
the events of the Qajar period. It seems that the relationship between
objective evidence and the selections and interpretations considered
acceptable within the discipline of history, together with the relative
independence of textbook authors, prevented the emergence of systematic
distortion in textbook content.

Nevertheless, as we move toward the later years of Reza Shah’s rule, a
generally stronger negative bias toward the Qajar dynasty can be observed.
This development can be attributed to several factors. First, during this
period the newly established bureaucracy and supervisory institutions of the
Pahlavi government gradually expanded and became more firmly established
as executive arms of cultural policy. At the same time, the educational
system of that period was likely more preoccupied with practical and
infrastructural challenges—such as providing the basic foundations for
education—and therefore, in its early stages, lacked a coherent educational
system capable of fully implementing cultural policies.

Second, many of the authors of that era had begun writing about Iranian
history during the Qajar period. Consequently, the texts on which the new
school textbooks were based were not originally written with the explicit aim
of discrediting the Qajar dynasty. In fact, history textbooks of this period
were not independent works composed specifically as educational tools;
rather, they were often selections from broader historical works that were
temporally segmented according to the general curriculum of the Ministry of
Education. From a thematic and substantive perspective, these texts did not
always demonstrate strict adherence to a uniform curriculum.

Third, the outbreak of World War II and the expansion of international
propaganda apparatuses heightened attention to cultural policymaking within
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Iran. As a result, the Ministry of Culture gradually began producing more
exclusive and state-directed publications.

Although a critical approach toward the Qajar era was widespread, different
authors did not follow a single or systematically organized path in this
regard. The relative independence of many works is evident in the diversity
of judgments, selections, and interpretive approaches adopted by their
authors. Thus, it can be inferred that in the early years of Reza Shah’s rule,
where biases are observable, they were to a lower extent the result of
external supervision and primarily a product of authors’ adherence to the
dominant discourse of the time, combined with a form of positional caution.
While in the later years of Reza Shah’s reign—coinciding with the beginning
of World War Il—these biases gradually moved toward a more unified
direction and attempted to present a more official narrative, they still did not
become overtly caricatured.

Nevertheless, in order to fully understand the status of teaching Qajar-era
Iranian history during the Reza Shah period, one should not rely solely on
textbooks. It is, therefore, suggested that research employing oral history
methods be conducted to examine the attitudes and approaches of history
teachers of that era toward the history of the Qajar dynasty.

Keywords: Qajar period, textbooks, history education, Reza Shah era,
representation of Qajar history.
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Abstract

During the Safavid period, particularly from the reign of
Shah Abbas I (9961038 AH / 1587-1629 AD) to the fall
of Isfahan (1135 AH / 1722 AD), the expansion of Iran’s
foreign interactions made language a strategically
important tool in diplomatic and political relations. In this
context, translators were not merely language translators
but acted as intercultural agents in the processes of
diplomatic, cultural, and even ideological communication
between Iran and the West. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach and relying on library sources,
especially European travelogues, this study seeks to
examine the role and status of translators from the reign of
Shah Abbas I to the fall of Isfahan. The findings indicate
that many translators active in the Safavid court were
either European Christian subjects or new converts to
Islam who, through prolonged residence in Iran, had
gained mastery over the prevalent languages and customs
of the country. An analysis of figures such as Pietro
Giuseppe Rosario, Mareh, and Raphael du Mans reveals
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that these individuals were not merely translators but, as
intermediaries aware of various Iranian affairs, played a
pivotal role in conveying complex political, commercial,
and cultural concepts between Iran and Europe. In
practice, they constituted part of the process of producing
and reproducing meaning in Safavid diplomatic relations.

Keywords: Safavid Iran, Diplomacy, Court translators,
Safavid era travelogues, Persian language, Raphael du Mans.
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Examining the Role and Function of Translators in Iran’s
Foreign Relations Based on European Travelogues
(From the Reign of Shah Abbas to the Fall of Isfahan)

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: This article examines the role and function of translators
in Iran’s foreign relations during the Safavid period, emphasizing that in
this era, language and translation were not merely communicative tools
but became central components in the regulation of political, diplomatic,
and cultural relations. The temporal scope of the study begins with the
reign of Shah Abbas I and continues until the fall of Isfahan, a period in
which Iran’s engagement with European powers expanded, thereby
heightening the need for translators proficient in different languages and
cultures. The central question concerns the status and function of
translators in these relations and how they participated in dialogue, the
transmission of meaning, and even shaping political and cultural
decisions. By posing the question of whether translators were mere
linguistic intermediaries or influential actors in the political and cultural
arenas in the structure of Safavid Iran’s foreign relations, the authors
attempt to reconstruct their social and historical profile.

Regarding the research background, the article shows that this area
remains underexplored in contemporary historiography. Although
translators have been paranthetically mentioned in some studies on
Safavid diplomacy, travelogue, and political documents, few coherent
studies, if any, have examined their role independently. Certain studies,
such as those on language and translation in the Safavid court, writings
on the period’s political correspondence, and the accounts of travel
writers like Chardin, Tavernier, Olearius, and Pietro Della Valle provide
valuable leads. Consequently, the main reearch gap lies in the absence of
a systematic analysis of the status of translators in Safavid Iran’s foreign
relations. On this basis, the present article seeks to fill this gap and to
represent the role of translators as active, multifaceted intermediaries.
Method: In terms of method, the present study is qualitative historical-
analytical conducted drawing on library sources. Data were collected
from historical texts, reports of European travelers, and sources related to
the Safavid period, and were analyzed using critical discourse analysis
and historical discourse analysis. The temporal range covers 996—1135
AH (1587-1722 CE). The methodological aim is to reconstruct the social
position of translators, identify their institutional standing within the
Safavid apparatus, and elucidate their mediating role in diplomatic and
cultural relations. Hence, the research method is not merely descriptive
but seeks to understand the social and political function of translation
within the Safavid power structure.
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Findings: The findings show that the linguistic environment of Safavid
Iran was highly diverse and multi-layered. European travel writers
frequently noted the multiplicity of languages and dialects in Iran. For
instance, Tavernier classified the common languages into four categories,
mentioning Persian, Turkish, Arabic, and the vernacular or peasant
language. Carreri also named four linguistic groups, referring to the
“tribal language.” Although these descriptions are sometimes colored by
a Eurocentric perspective, they collectively indicate that Safavid Iran was
a realm of extensive linguistic diversity. Such diversity heightened the
necessity for translators at court, in foreign relations, and in interactions
with various social and ethnic groups.

Another significant finding is that many translators at the Safavid court were
either European Christians or new converts to Islam who, through prolonged
residence in Iran, had mastered Persian languages and customs. These
individuals did not merely transmit words but possessed a deep
understanding of cultural, religious, and political contexts and background,
thereby facilitating mutual comprehension in diplomatic interactions.
Important names mentioned in the article include Pietro Giuseppe Rosario,
Mareh, and Raphael du Mans. These examples demonstrate that translators
in Iran’s foreign relations performed roles beyond literal translation and
functioned as “cultural intermediaries” and “intercultural agents”.
Furthermore, the results show that learning Iran’s prevalent languages,
particularly Persian and Turkish, was essential for Europeans coming to
Iran. This learning was important both for facilitating communication
with Iranian authorities and for advancing political, commercial, and
religious missions. Examples such as Engelbert Kaempfer and certain
Christian missionaries, including Gabriel de Paris and Blaise Donat,
indicate that language acquisition in this period was also part of strategies
for influence, dialogue, and religious propagation. From this perspective,
language in the Safavid era was not merely a means of communication
but a field of power and a means of influencing the foreign relations.
Conclusion: In the discussion and conclusion, the article emphasizes that
translators in the Safavid era should not be regarded as marginal or
merely technical agents. At a deeper level, they played a role in shaping
perceptions, directing the negotiations, conveying political and cultural
concepts, and even influencing diplomatic decisions. Translators were
thus part of the system of Iran’s communicative and political interaction
with the outside world, acting as active participants in the production and
reproduction of meaning. Consequently, it is fundamentally important to
study their role not only for understanding the history of translation but
also for gaining a better understanding of the structure of Iran’s foreign
relations during the Safavid period.

Keywords: Safavid Iran, Diplomacy, Court translators, Safavid era
travelogues, Persian language, Raphael du Mans.
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The Construction of Gender Discourse in the
Timurid Era!

Somayeh Shakarami?, Valiollah Barzegar Kalishami?,
Nasrollah Pourmohammadi Amlashi*

Abstract

Gender plays an effective role in redefining social
distinctions, roles, and functions. In different societies,
gender identity, as a social construct, operates at a level
beyond biological differences. The representation of
gender in traditional societies is an issue observed within
historical texts. The aim of this research is to study the
status of women in the political system of the Timurid era.
The research findings indicate that gender and gender
identity in the Timurid era were influenced by and
interacted with the tribal and patriarchal system, and from
the very beginning of Timur's ascendancy, women were
present in the social arena amidst the thick of wars,
without gender segregation; hence, their identity was
formed alongside men and within the tribes. This very fact
caused the function of women in political-military arenas
to look more prominent. The structure of the Timurid
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government, which was founded upon marriage with
women from important tribes, provided an opportunity for
women's strategies, from warfare to politics and even
intercession for the sake of peace and the well-being of the
tribe and government, to be successful. Despite gender
discrimination, women were able to demonstrate their
power within the patriarchal society of the Timurid era
and within the Timurid apparatus through feminine
mechanisms and the manifestation of feminine subtlety.
The present study is specifically focused on the period of
Timur's rule.

Keywords: Timurid period, Women's history, History of
gender, Discourse of power, Gender performance.
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The Construction of Gender Discourse
in the Timurid Era

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: This study, titled "The Construction of Gender
Discourse in the Timurid Era," addressed the representation of gender
and gender identity in the Timurid period. By examining the status of
women as a subordinate class in patriarchal society using the data
extracted from historical sources, one can arrive at the ideas of power
within the prevailing discourse of any given period.

According to Foucault's theory, power is not just top-down but is also
exercised from the bottom up. In every culture, a discourse is
produced wherein the signs of power flow in a capillary manner
throughout the entire body of society because, according to Foucault,
this power is not in the possession of any specific class or group but
flows even within small institutions. Timur, by employing military
force, realized his sovereignty over other tribes and created his own
specific discourse, which was based on coercive force. Initially, in
pursuit of his objectives, being aware of the existing situation and the
status of women in the Mongol apparatus, he resorted to the
Chinggisid lineage to legitimize his rule, and by calling himself
Gurkan (son-in-law), he declared himself the heir to the empire of
Chinggis Khan. In this patriarchal system, Khatuns (high-ranking
women), as links between the dynasties of various territories, by
gaining legitimacy from their father-king or father-ruler, could
demonstrate their agency and bring their power to fruition within the
Timurid power structure through specific feminine strategies.

In terms of gender culture, given the pervasive gender discrimination
resulting from the domination of patriarchy over Eastern lands, the
object of the female body in the Timurid era, as a socio-historical
product, possesses a type of political subjugation that is a construct of
the society of this era. Therefore, gender roles are a cultural category
that is a social construct. In the Timurid era, women were classified
into two strata: the Khatuns and women of the lower classes. Timurid
Khatuns in historical sources, distinct from handmaidens and women
of other lower classes, have been depicted more prominently and
extensively; therefore, the majority of historical reports and data are
dedicated to them.

Method: The present study examines and explains the status of
female gender and their capabilities in the politics of the Timurid era,
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which was analyzed using reports and data available in the sources
from this period.

This is a descriptive-analytical study conducted using the library
method, based on data extracted from sources of this period. Given the
nature of the subject and the historiography tradition of this period, the
sources and materials used for conducting this study include historical
books, travelogues, and remaining documents and records.

Discussion and conclusion: The discourse of power in the patriarchal
society of the Timurid era seeks to create a type of femininity that
serves male interests. Women, possessing knowledge of themselves
and their individual and social position, were able to create changes in
the power relations of this period and objectify new definitions of
female identity. In fact, women's power is reflected in the transmission
of feminine concepts and attitudes within and under the patriarchal
discourse of this period.

Despite the considerable number of studies on the history of women
and their socio-political position in the expanse of Islamic lands, this
field remains poor in terms of qualitative and academic research
compared to other historical subjects. This deficiency is even more
evident concerning the history of women in Islamic societies during the
pre-modern era. On the other hand, today, significant developments
have emerged in the field of women's studies in the social sciences and
feminist schools, and various theories have been proposed. Among the
untouched areas for research are the testing and application of these
theories, especially in the case of the sociology of gender, using the
historical data from different sources related to various periods.
Conducting studies of this kind will greatly contribute to the richness of
our understanding and comprehension of the history of women and
their position in Islamic lands and the factors affecting it.

Keywords: Timurid period, Women's history, History of gender,
Discourse of power, Gender performance.
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