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Abstract

Developments concerning the status of religious minorities
in Qajar-era Iran were shaped by the interaction of internal
factors and foreign interventions. The expanding influence
of European powers and Iran’s increasing connections
with them created new grounds for redefining the position
of minority groups. Among these powers, the role of
Britain -due to its historical ties with and strategic interests
in the Zoroastrian community of India (the Parsis)-
became particularly prominent. This study aims to
examine Britain’s role in the abolition of the jizya tax
imposed on Zoroastrians during the Qajar era. The central
question is: What role did the British government play in
the process of abolishing the jizya, and through what
instruments and mechanisms did it exert its influence?
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Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on
archival documents, Qajar-era newspapers, and historical
sources, this research argues that despite the significance
of internal dynamics, Britain’s continuous and coordinated
pressure -through formal and semi-formal diplomacy,
letters of introduction, on-the-ground support, diplomatic
lobbying, and the creation of a protective political
umbrella- played an effective role in persuading the Qajar
state to abolish the jizya.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Soft Power, Religious
minorities, jizya, Zoroastrians, Qajar era, Britain.



ol S1n) el saaliia sy S fob Ol
VoVAAEY oo AP ¥ gl b scuad goled eaain Jlo (2053 dlie) le asllal

cowlodygd il ST b iy &5 o) Jled 5L
"Wiliy 1 o0 a5 g (S b

i&%ﬁ; Sl i Ol gl o3l Jadlsls (..BLS LVLSL;'- B (s i LS

s AS>

2 OB e Ol ol 5o s Gac il Can s 4 by Y o
o 3k b S Ll il S st SN 5 s el e S
il sl o3l e OLT L 0Ll il 3 Slbli sl 5 bl sl
VSR PR S L N PR S P I PRIV BB J S PRGOS P9
e Ol Ao BLils 3 dmelr JL3 )3 555wl 5 (506 bLS )|
QLSS s o Ba b sy ol A5 sy Slofes (S
Sl OF (5 gm0 sy ol 0 bl Sl e OLais )5 & 5ad o
slajlplas 3l 5,5 Lal a8 as w53 Al s 0kl el gs
Lk s s — e 5 0 S b SRk ol S35 e bl
4l ol o el ()b mbe 5 5B 855 laaslss, (S 5ei5) sl

bl Ol Llsshe esl3dislsls (BIS At bt LLOLL Sl o s dlie ol )
el 01555k ol oKl 3 (T LSBT 5 e ¢g b peme 53w s 5l Olais 5
(J}i...w ;MJ;) U‘J‘l‘ LJ....L»L ‘U‘)'\‘)L‘ QK.:LJ: cj‘w.b-\jdlm.»‘ r}l& S ISENS ‘@)U oj;)li:t.w‘."

r.shajari@umz.ac.ir

Dl bl sle oSl ezt 5 gLl psle 0aSCils (b 0p S Aty LS 4 el sl Y
kazemdadashgolyzadeh@gmail.com

h.shojace@umz.ac.ir .ol ! « il 1503k oKl ¢ sl 5 L oo oaSEls 05 8 Ll £

VEL O/ YA b sl =) E 00/ VYA il s
e i)
";‘- This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, share it
with others and Adapt the material for any purpose



| W esle ( (Ko g sl Soladllas [ 11

_‘-;wl.;.w L;”‘iL‘*-’ O S sl &gwds u'.'}lb ‘UJL\.:» sbesl=
Ao e cLs_L.iJ LSL,&CA_:.B‘ cr_)_> CJ)J\_; ‘L5'<”AJ'9 ‘-;.NLAJ\o\iJ :‘5.\.:15 ‘SLABSL’
OLedS a6 Olads

dadis N

ST 51 0blakes o 5 oDl s Ole Alaily ol bl op Saen 31 SS a3
035 AU 5 Wi mle Gl il 035 (S b 5l slae s b 0Ly b
a e b ST s 5 8l Obssar 5 Olomme OLis,3 51 Sl ol (Dl 435
sl Ja 5 Ol b L OYY DA (b gy )i o et 331 (3Ll Ol 5
Sleds tsls Syl st slagaly it Ll 5 b agrl s 53 Olzii; Olabewe
el > P b s 8,5 i S Oltsin ahar il (6 K0 L& 4 5 pikee
At Ll b J a3 g an gy St L OUT i bl il b Al
AL i) dias aalsl Dol dnels 55 545 Cous g g0 5 Sl 4 Al
AYAD) a4 Y0 YY) (8ol Osar Sl 5 313 BT L(YEV/
ila slmedw L5 Ol 3 45 dias e OLES (VO \YE4) Jlies ais ol 5 (Va8
Jlsd Ol sla e 53 adinte laedSisT 5 ails Ol 53 o5 B g
So o bl 5 gl S5l SOl Caale Oy C3IS Lol 63
3 a5 s slaesss 55 O Sl petul & A LS eddces SUb ol
Olpl 3l oled 5 ol Sla 555 55 2525k 5 B 8550 53 058 00 slalis
3 olsl b pllas 51 isy 5 Wil br b Olames 4 i bl (2 Oler L
S das o 0L g (Pl o e g same 3 303 0 SIS 1 s eade
oLl s 5 3 0diS e obie 1SS w bl 28 pesdle (Ul
a0 kd B Ol po (s glac Bl B 5 eler]



WGl g p 5 b g (Ko b pledns 285 ST b Olati 5 g 8 5530 |

Ol plad ol o Olamen Ol o) Jsd= 5 slaxl glajlle B 8,55 )0
Jyeio 48 A g glaoy S alex 3l OLii )5 5 25 Ll gl Olledens o 5 OULeles
byyeasd o Jad Glacys gl o S LS o Doglite B si (’LEJ o
bl gl s elerl 5 s Dla 05 b b e laelill 5 i S 5 s
ol Opals 5 a0l el e (sla 35S 313 o JSC3 15 LT s 3
S dagd 53 L i) Sleds b 5l sy FnleS (6 sl (L
S0 1le b Sl Jloy s oJl il S e ) sld ] ol s S
25 b5, Vg DL o0 5 oS el (0T 1Y SN Sl olis
S a8 (e 3 DY ¢ 6ol S S Aaljs, 0 YA L5 VYV il
s 3 a5 bl el L olS 5 il s jlis ol s
Cdss e 5 Jlo el L Sl 3 sl 1038 wal 3 1 s bl Conis
oo 1l 1,3 Olizmen can) Al G Olges a4 S 55 Ol 20
oo Ol b (bl laasis Go b 515 555 (s Oleas 4 ST L OLats g
Al s3laBl 5 Jaie slaslid el 5 Ll s sl plael, JUs
J=B Sl Ot 5o Lol eolal 5 owliw 5580 (6 00l 8553 053 4
Sl S 5 eleanl glae s o3 adame glaaly el ) 5 3L g
(e el e (03 5 15558 pl Slces S Lleas e ) SscsliS
oo kidls Ll s L (6 5Sn 5 Lol a5 a Ol a5 OLis )5 05 54
i OLT sla 5158 5 i o8T 5550 OLESen Conds 31 0Ll 4 sdae (sla i
3 e Ohgele s ame Ll (ol Blows 35 5 e (22503 slasly
503, e 1) Ol 0Ll s Cand s Lol o S 5o 55 Lk Jsess
Gt Lac b 5l ae games ol disls &S1)1 Lol 2 el sl eleslgiy o8
5 s el sl b sl & A5 By 655 50 G 51 4 Al
Cle m b hes Ll 65 lasdw 5 oliipnlll ol (golsl l-Slol Ol en
23 S R Jolse Ao seme sl a3 1) s GBE G a5l i
Foore ol oo Wl Slas Al gl 1y aies 5 s 4 53 g, S ISS



| W osled ((Kop b sl Solalllas [ V1Y

=Y r.alj,e

Ol ps Ol Cans s 5l 38 5t (6 poad D1 B b g5y ()
22 s edd el 2ol Ol 5 biolalys laasl i 5 s 208 LL 5 01l
Ol ed 53 i sl B dge 55 s sd) g bolpe 51 (S o
5 s alse aegame Olis Sl eculty g (hags Olse 5l aS 4550k .ol
sxban s (ol Jule e lie ol S el S LIS SR (2l
Ol il g 055380 s ol 2sls L8 Wil d g Al ol
il el ) 5335 egd OB s slacln bt el e (sl 50
el ol ol oy a1 Ol 6 s Ml a8 b s sle
slaslplas slely cpl 53 535 Wl ol a o3 Al b5 0kl s &S
fed S o e oS5l

5533 52 Ol A 58 Jelge 5l (SO oS Cnbie opl s fasn 5
sl O plaslg 5 Ll Sdss b 5 (S0 b e 5 LajLis (5 0k
Il 03 2 ey Ol

baaal o Jold ey 56 5 sl b (Sae 5 oo o 5 55 3 S0
ol SLBSALE BT 5 5l 5555 Slepdas ¢ J S sla 5158 (Sledss sl

SRR Ky ¥
L sd) 55 DSl s i 5l it e i 05ST oSSl s
iz 4o e Olallle (5 el ol plil Hr B seae Ol pl 5 OL2lS )5
i oLl e 1 DU ol e M e o5 5l 050
Ll $o3 2 58S
Csgan gy 0B S0 Wlie 55 OFAY) 43 samme dases 5 3 L le)
5 el slas S50 Lo U gl LS55 5 Sl sl 5 0lais 5 el
G s Sl 03,8 55 1 0L iS5 s RS L Ol B s el
L e s 0 ool 0 iy ol il b 1S e AT el bl



W Gl g p 5 ol g (Ko b pledns 285 ST b Olati 5 g 8 5530 |

2 A el 5 (ool Jalse (s 2 U 5 3503 5 o0 w2 A slasS 5L
b~ 9 Q‘ﬂ\ QL...;'...MJJJ )jﬂ\ S 9 .Uj))) Jlae BE (\Y'/\/\) Wﬂ W}MV
23 i 48 syl (golwl o LTI els pldl ol 555 55 0Ll 5l a5
g.)_i‘JJ) J)"bﬂdp QLI.CJ)) CAM} S RN cesls )‘JJB chJ )L:I>'-\
L Laaol asbls oL, ol Lol & o ges ow iws 355 5 e S pdoes
Vg 5 S el SLIBL e fas5y (Jool 5 503 (onl 20581 35l ol 50
“:““‘°MML§)L;.>L”' J.(Jd.’ Mﬁ}&))} L.."t'.’.j" &J)Jﬂjw‘
ol e gl s Ol 5 Loyl oleds 5 oS 3 OFAY) e g (6,0
OLiidys Cands 4 ) dsead Sl (S 5 LS o &l 0Ll slassl 5 =000 )
UY)JJA_'WJ_' .l..D;JA SJ\AJJA u..ol.@'?-‘ lfl:-lj-' Jj.b SJJJJJL?-B]‘.AQ)J
el 03,5 o, LEl Ll SOl L slacgwased [2E 5 s Ol drsls
3l Gladl B v Sl o5 Rl a8 sl sl e
31 00 sl se nl 3 s Sl
5> 03 ot ST 5l The Zoroastrian Diaspora Olge L (2005) sloas LS8
ol el o JUS 5o (g5l OLaid )5 O les 5 S p Slalllas
= 0oLl 5 BT 5 sis Ol colem 5 OB 6553 53 Ol 0leis 5 Cunss
le_hg_,‘_:.“;w a c)l...fa‘ A= o L@.J e j—xj B L.“."l:f.j" C,J)J Lf:"q" cdl}-u_:‘lq s
31 The Parsis and Their Influence on Qajar Iran()) 5= L (1989) el o
BRI Ql.;_..gjli aPJA_.' cu.?-)l.'i- LSLQJJC." U,Z.A.’MASC,M‘ LS"LAU':'A)JZ' S gdxe
Ao oblsbnd o SO e el a3l e D11 OS5 Cuns s S
Lol 8803 5 LSl amed (20l 28 Ol el SOl 5 oLl
ke B30l 35 LS e e Bl (Sas b sl o ler



| W osled (Koo sl Sollllas | 1€

53 Ol Sl 53 iams 2 85L55 ) s il el e 2 DL

AL JeaSS sl 5 2l w53

S 258 ot eips iy OIS s 055 5 Gua b 58 sba ol fass
SsSB4 LSl s (Slal mlie o e s e el s
Sl o e -3 b plal ST s | Ol Ol g i) s OledST
o= Do ok e Sl eslanal Sl ol ety Slalllas b 5L Al
T g i o T L N BT P RE CU g JSIN WEY
Sl e S5 sl W et pulodas ol 5o B s3Le Olse
Aol B ol 5o Wl 5 8 5l e (6 5 seal BN S ol sl

palie iy iy A el Y
SR s B el )
o Ol pae Olnl 53 0Lty & 53 Al p s Ll s 28 e (6l
el G5 S plales o3 ol L Ll e g sl Sl S
Sy oS gy S et s 5 8l pealie cnl (Ml Lalyy sl
Lacdss Sy I8 5 a0 5ol onlasl b ol s sl Sl eslial 05t L
g s el s

sy el sy sl eealde (B e s e 4 aalsl s

‘f,s KIPRTS A {
ot s s daeas 01,0 5L,y S50 0l slns a5 8
el sl

S 5l gl psgie 51 aS 55 6B B b (6% V44 JLe o
58 eslizal g o pbay

Al el s 4 ol V.:E:M.aﬁo oy Cad> s ff Cods U ks

1. Soft Power



VWO | Wk pp s opd 5 (K b puleds 285 ST b Ol s 8 5530 |

LS A ST i 01855 p 5 Sl 53 e (S 535 5 ks 51 0T 5o &S
ot 5 O, S el 50T Sl s s e 4 S (6K 4 (Kpd  saee
Sl (6 ATAY (L) al st e o o dialp | e Oles S L5
Gk 5l s 5o saie (o dlas S SULS Sl Cole o5 08 K05

T DAY (L) ks 55l B b 5l s 3l

ST oy

ol e a3 B e (6l e s BLBT S Olsea (S b oledos
Olgmeas Sl sl s b o iy a3 (5luslezel) 5 Gt o) S ) shteay s
(OA AYAY (osblss 0 Slins)as

o ytadt poledys Y-t

s 5l eslaal L Of s a8 cul gayl b (33 omeet) Ly o stas ek
o Soleds oy slad 3 e ps oS W5l 5 e plaelEls Uols a4 ¢ pam 28
ol W"L“'L‘"’ Rl (A0 YA (e O Ol 4 536 b slajlid W
B3 e (SSleds S Tl 2 53 Slesle Sy ke sl Ll LIS
(YA YA (oLl

T Scsl=Y-0

A3 b S e N Sde el 0SS5 OF L3 o ol (sl b s Seolex
ol ey ok | s oISl slacs sl (s S oY 5 o ses LSS 4
S 5,8 o S (G Sulem ol 3 laaSity G b 5 Wadlo Jails; s el
o oS L S B lasla dadss L Loslges o gladlesln OF 3
(o vag  LBhaes

1. Cultural Diplomacy
2. Track II Diplomacy
3. Advocacy
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Revisiting the Abolition of the Zoroastrian Jizya,
Emphasizing the Role of Cultural Diplomacy and British
Soft Power

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The issue of the Zoroastrian jizya in Qajar-era Iran is one
of the important subjects in the social history of religious minorities, as
well as in understanding the relations between the Qajar state and foreign
powers. From the earliest Islamic centuries, the jizya was established as
one of the mechanisms for regulating the relationship between the
Islamic state and non-Muslims. In different periods, in addition to its
fiscal function, it became a determining factor in defining the legal and
social status of religious minorities. During the Qajar period, despite
political and administrative developments and Iran’s increasing contact
with the outside world, this tax continued to be collected from
Zoroastrians and, together with a set of social, religious, occupational,
and legal restrictions, created difficult conditions for them. Zoroastrians
in cities such as Yazd and Kerman, in addition to paying the jizya, faced
restrictions on dress, residence, economic activity, the performance of
religious rituals, access to judicial protection, and social security. Reports
by travelers, diplomats, and foreign officials also show that this
community was, in many cases, exposed to humiliation, financial
oppression, local violence, and legal defenselessness.

In such a context, the abolition of the jizya was not merely a simple tax
reform; rather, it became a sign of a change in the position of religious
minorities within Iran’s political and social structure. From the second
half of Naser al-Din Shah’s reign, concurrent with the expansion of
European influence and the increasing sensitivity of the Qajar state to its
international image, the issue of the condition of Zoroastrians was raised
more than ever at a level beyond domestic relations. In this regard,
England, due to its extensive presence in India, its close relationship with
the Parsi community of India, and its political and strategic interests in
Iran, played a prominent role in pursuing the condition of Zoroastrians.
The Parsis of India, who enjoyed wealth, social cohesion, and a favorable
political position within the British realm, became aware of the condition
of their co-religionists in Iran and pursued the demand for improving the
conditions of Zoroastrians and abolishing the jizya through associations,
correspondence, the dispatch of representatives, and communication with
English officials.

Accordingly, the main research question is: what role did the English
government play in the process of abolishing the Zoroastrian jizya, and
what instruments and mechanisms did it use to influence the Qajar state?
The research hypothesis is based on the premise that although domestic
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factors, administrative reforms, and the efforts of some Qajar statesmen
were effective in reducing pressure on Zoroastrians, British cultural,
political, and diplomatic pressures and support, together with the activity
of the Parsi network in India, played a facilitating and accelerating role in
the abolition of the jizya. The research background shows that although
works have been written on the condition of Zoroastrians, the role of the
Parsis of India, and the process of improving their conditions, an
independent study analyzing the role of the English government within
the framework of concepts such as soft power, cultural diplomacy, semi-
official diplomacy, and advocacy has received less attention. Therefore,
the present study seeks to fill this gap by relying on Iranian and foreign
sources.

Methodology: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and is based on the historical analysis of documents,
reports, and sources from the Qajar period. The population under study is
the condition of Iranian Zoroastrians in the Qajar era, especially during
the NaserT period, and their relations with the Qajar state, the Parsis of
India, and the British government. The data collection tool was note-
taking from library and documentary sources, and the method of analysis
was historical content analysis of events. The theoretical framework of
the research is based on the concepts of soft power, cultural diplomacy,
semi-official diplomacy, and advocacy.

Research Findings: The findings of the research show that the condition
of Zoroastrians in the Qajar era was the simultaneous product of three
factors: first, the continuation of legal and social restrictions arising from
the ahl al-dhimma system; second, the institutionalization of patterns of
discrimination, humiliation, and social exclusion in public custom; and
third, the weakness of the central government, the corruption of local
governors, and the absence of an effective judicial mechanism to protect
them. These conditions caused Zoroastrians, in order to reduce pressures,
in addition to relying on some domestic reformist statesmen, to look to
the network of their co-religionists in India and, through that, to the
support of the British government.

The examination of documents and reports shows that Britain was
influential in the process of abolishing the jizya through three main
channels. First, through formal diplomacy: the British embassy and
consulates in Tehran and various cities continuously reported on the
condition of Zoroastrians and consulted with Qajar officials regarding the
necessity of reducing pressures and abolishing the jizya. Meetings of
English diplomats with Naser al-Din Shah, correspondence by the British
Foreign Office, and warnings regarding the international consequences of
the treatment of Zoroastrians placed the Qajar government under a form
of political pressure. Second, through cultural and semi-official
diplomacy: the Parsis of India, especially the Association of Parsi Elders
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and figures such as Manekji Limji Hataria, served as the intermediary
link between Iranian Zoroastrians and the British power structure. By
making use of religious ties, economic capital, cultural legitimacy, and
British consular support, they conveyed the demands of Zoroastrians to
the Qajar court. Third, through advocacy and the creation of a political
protective umbrella: the granting of nationality, the issuance of letters of
introduction, support for Parsi representatives, and backing for
Zoroastrian associations enabled activists such as Manekji to negotiate
with Iranian officials with greater security and credibility.

Among the most important results of this process were the gradual
reduction of the amount of the jizya, the transfer of its administration to
central authorities instead of local governors, the direct payment of the
Jjizva by the Parsi Association, the raising of the issue in diplomatic
correspondence, and finally the issuance of the decree abolishing the
Jizya in 1299 AH/1882 CE. The findings also show that Britain, by
transforming the issue of the jizya into a matter related to “minority
rights,” “civilization,” and “Iran’s international image,” was able to exert
effective soft pressure on the Qajar state.

Discussion and Conclusion: The abolition of the Zoroastrian jizya
should be regarded as the result of the synergy of internal and external
factors; the reformism of some Qajar statesmen, the demands of the
Zoroastrian community, the activity of the Parsis of India, and British
diplomatic pressure together made this transformation possible.
Nevertheless, England’s role in the form of soft power, cultural
diplomacy, and advocacy was a determining factor in accelerating this
process. This experience shows that the issue of religious minorities in
the Qajar era cannot be understood solely within the framework of
domestic politics; rather, it must be examined in connection with the
rivalry of foreign powers, transnational networks, and the transformation
of the discourse of minority rights. It is suggested that future studies
examine comparatively the role of Russia and France in supporting other
religious minorities in Iran.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, British Soft Power, Jizya,
Zoroastrians, Qajar Era.



