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The Inscriptions of ‘All Mirza Aq Qoyunlu
at Persepolis

Mohammad Sadegh Mirzaabolghasemi'

Abstract

‘Ali Mirza, the son of Sultan Khalil Aq Qoyunlu, is
associated with two inscriptions at Persepolis that were
written and carved in 881 AH/1476 AD, one day prior to
Uzun Hasan’s military review at Band-e Amir. At the time,
‘All M1rza was still a minor, and these inscriptions constitute
the only works attributed to him to date. These circumstances
have given rise to doubts concerning the authenticity and
attribution of the inscriptions and have prompted suggestions
that they may have been executed by individuals other than
‘Ali Mirza himself. The historical correlation of these
inscriptions with the well-known treatise of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani on Uzun Hasan’s military review has
further contributed to these uncertainties.

The aim of the present study is to reassess the authenticity of
the inscriptions attributed to ‘Alt Mirza at Persepolis and to
examine their relationship to Uzun Hasan’s military review
on the basis of historical evidence and field observations.
The study adopts a historical-analytical approach and relies
on primary written sources in conjunction with field
investigations.

The results indicate that Jalal al-Din Mohammad Davant’s
account of ‘All Mirza’s inscriptional activity at Persepolis
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corresponds closely with the extant inscriptions;
nevertheless, it is unlikely that ‘Al Mirza himself acted as
the scribe of both. Rather, the execution of the inscriptions
may be attributed to calligraphers or secretaries attached to
the court of Sultan Khalil. At minimum, the inscription on
the eastern window of the portico of the Tachara Palace
should be ascribed to Ahmad b. Husayn. Furthermore, a
comparative examination of the extant manuscript copies
of Davant’s treatise makes it possible to determine that
Uzun Hasan’s military review took place in Sha‘ban 881
AH/1476 AD, thereby allowing for a more precise dating
of both the ceremony and the execution of ‘Alt Mirza’s
inscriptions at Persepolis.

Keywords: Persepolis; Tachara Palace; inscriptions; ‘Al
Mirza Aq Qoyunlu; Uzun Hasan; military review.
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The Inscriptions of ‘All Mirza Aq Qoyunlu
at Persepolis

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The Tachara Palace is a significant architectural
monument at Persepolis. Located in southwest of the Apadana Palace,
the complex consists of a hall, a portico, and several chambers. Dozens of
monumental inscriptions dating back to the Islamic period are carved on
the surfaces of its niches and windows, the earliest of which dates to the
early fourth century AH/tenth century AD. Among these inscriptions are
the names of several Iranian rulers and princes, including ‘Al1 Mirza, son
of Sultan Khalil Aq Qoyunlu, to whom two inscriptions in the Tachara
Palace are attributed. Executed in fine calligraphy, these inscriptions
praise ‘Al Mirza’s skill; however, he was still very young at the time,
and they constitute the only known examples of his calligraphy. The
inscriptions were written and carved in 881 AH/1476 AD, one day prior
to Uzun Hasan’s military review at Band-e Amir. Although the
inscriptions themselves make no reference to this ceremony, historical
written sources have discussed the event and explicitly referred to the
inscriptions. The correlation of these inscriptions with the well-known
treatise of Jalal al-Din Mohammad Davani on Uzun Hasan’s military
review has further intensified doubts concerning their attribution and
historical context.

Previous studies have focused, to varying degrees, on the reading of the
inscriptions and the historical issues associated with them. Nevertheless,
doubts regarding the authenticity of these inscriptions persist, largely
based on two main issues: first, the manner of their execution and the
attribution of their script to ‘Al Mirza; and second, the historical
correspondence between the inscriptions and Uzun Hasan’s military
review at Band-e Amir. The aim of the present study was to address these
issues through a detailed examination of the historical evidence and an
analysis of the formal characteristics of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptions at
Persepolis. To this end, the physical features of the inscriptions in the
Tachara Palace were first examined in detail, and their texts were re-read.
This was followed by an analysis of historical written sources that report
on these inscriptions. The article also sought to discuss the probable
reasons for the execution of ‘Ali Mirza’s inscriptions in the Tachara
Palace and to determine their precise date, which in turn clarifies the days
on which Uzun Hasan’s military review was held.

Method: This study employs a historical-analytical research method and
is based on primary written sources as well as field investigations.
Conclusions: This investigation demonstrates that Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani’s account of ‘Alt Mirza’s inscriptional activity at
Persepolis corresponds closely with the extant inscriptions; however, it is
unlikely that ‘All Mirza himself served as the scribe of both inscriptions.
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Calligraphers or secretaries attached to the court of Sultan Khalil are
more likely to have played a role in their execution. At the very least, the
inscription on the eastern window of the portico of the Tachara Palace
should be attributed to Ahmad b. Husayn. Furthermore, if Uzun Hasan’s
military review at Band-e Amir constituted the reason for Sultan Khalil
Aq Qoyunlu’s presence at Persepolis, then the existence of Ibrahim
Sultan’s inscriptions likewise served as the principal impetus for the
execution of ‘All Mirza’s inscriptions in the Tachara Palace. This point
has been explicitly acknowledged in the treatise of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani, and a general comparison of the location and
content of the inscriptions also supports this conclusion. For this reason,
there is no reference to Uzun Hasan’s military review in ‘All Mirza’s
inscriptions. The content of these inscriptions, similar to the themes
commonly found in other commemorative inscriptions at Persepolis,
reflects notions of the transience and insignificance of the worldly realm.

Moreover, an examination of the extant manuscript copies of Jalal al-Din
Mohammad Davani’s treatise and their chronological correlation with
‘All Mirza’s inscriptions at Persepolis indicates that Uzun Hasan’s
military review was held on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
corresponding to either 3—5, 10—12, or 17-19 Sha‘ban 881 AH/1476 AD.
The presence of Sultan Khalil and the execution of ‘Al Mirza’s
inscriptions at Persepolis likewise coincided with Wednesday, either 2, 9,
or 16 Sha‘ban 881 AH/1476 AD.

Keywords: Persepolis; Tachara Palace; inscriptions; ‘All Mirza Aq
Qoyunlu; Uzun Hasan; military review.
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Explaining and Comparing the Views of Ziya Gokalp
and Max Weber on the Formation of National Identity

Seyed Mehdi Hosseini Taghiabad', Hosein Habibzade?

Abstract

Examining the experiences of Muslim thinkers in facing a
concept such as "national identity", which still engages
Muslim societies at various social levels, is essential. In
this article, an effort has been made to study the manner in
which Ziya Gokalp — one of the most important thinkers of
the Anatolian region — engages with this issue, in
comparison with the views of Max Weber, who himself
was involved in a similar challenge, so as to achieve a
deeper explanation of the type of intellectual formulation
of Gokalp on this subject. In this article, using the
document-library study method, the collected data and
information have been compared and descriptively
analyzed. The findings show that one of the most obvious
points of difference between these two aforementioned
thinkers is that, according to Weber, the most important
aspect of nationality is political action and nationality is a
new political construct, but according to Gokalp, nations
have always existed and the national spirit has been
unconsciously tangible among them. In terms of common
points, both thinkers have sought a cultural-linguistic
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explanation of the issue of national identity and have
emphasized the role of the state and political action, but in
practice, this cultural-linguistic aspect takes on a hostile
and violent aspect in the face of political challenges.

Keywords: Ziya Gokalp, Max Weber, Comparison, National
identity, Turkism.
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Explaining and Comparing the Views of Ziya Gokalp and Max
Weber on the Formation of National Identity

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Examining the encounter of Muslim thinkers with the modern
ideology of nationalism is of fundamental importance due to its lasting and
profound impact on the social and political structures of Islamic societies. This
article, by focusing on the ideas of Ziya Gokalp, and comparing them with the
theories of Max Weber, seeks to provide a deeper explanation of how the concept
of national identity was formulated in the thought of these two contemporaneous
intellectuals. The central issue is the process of formation and characteristics of
"national identity" from each perspective and the identification of points of
convergence and divergence between them.

As an influential intellectual reference for Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, Gokalp played
a significant role in formulating the identity-cultural frameworks of the modern
Turkish nation-state. His approach, emphasizing "common language and culture"
as the foundational component of national identity, is clearly indebted to the
German tradition of cultural nationalism (particularly the ideas of Herder and
Hegel). However, this article's choice of Max Weber as a subject of comparison is
considered fruitful not only due to theirs contemporaneity and commonality in the
intellectual context of Central Europe but also because of the theoretical richness
of Weber's analysis of the phenomena of ethnicity and nationhood within the
framework of historical sociology. The main questions of the article are: 1) How is
national identity formed from Gokalp's perspective and what are its
characteristics? 2) How is national identity formed from Weber's perspective and
what are its characteristics? and 3) What are the similarities and differences
between Weber's and Gokalp's theories on national identity?

Research Method: This research has been conducted using descriptive-analytical
method with documentary-library approach. The required data were collected
through the study and analysis of primary written works as well as secondary
sources, research, and interpretations related to their ideas. Then, these data and
information have been compared and analyzed in depth within the framework of
common theoretical concepts and paradigms in nationality and nationalism studies
(such as Primordialism, Perennialism, Modernism, and Ethno-Symbolism).
Discussion and Analysis:

a) Ziya Gokalp and Cultural-Linguistic National Identity: Gokalp’s thought was
formed in response to the identity crisis and disintegration of the Ottoman Empire
and in opposition to competing discourses, namely Ottomanism and Islamism.
Influenced by Emile Durkheim, he considers “social solidarity” and “collective
conscience” as the key to understanding the nation. Gdkalp, by making a firm
distinction between “culture” and “civilization,” seeks the foundation of national
identity in the field of culture. In his view, "culture" is divided into two parts:
national culture (Hars) and imitative culture (Tehzib). Hars or national culture is
unconscious, collective, and derived from the history and specific morale of a
people, which is manifested in colloquial language, folk music, folk ethics,
traditional religious beliefs, and indigenous arts. In contrast, Tehzib or imitative
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culture is aristocratic because it is achieved through the conscious efforts of an
individual from a non-native culture. Tehzib is more closely related to the concept
of civilization. "Civilization" is also international, conscious, elitist, and adaptable.

According to Gokalp, the Ottoman government had an inauthentic and imitative
culture (Tehzib), and therefore, the Turkish nation was subject to the alien
Ottoman Tehzib, which must be eliminated by reviving the national culture
(Hars). He prescribes a return to the Turkish-Islamic (secular Islam) Hars as the
basis of unity, and then the acceptance of elements of western Tehzib for progress,
among which language is the most important element of this culture and the main
unifying tool.

Gokalp considers nations to be an eternal and ever-present phenomenon in which
the national spirit is unconsciously present and becomes self-conscious in the
modern era. The role of the state in this process is the national "education" of
society and the appropriation of political institutions to realize this collective self-
consciousness. In his view, the entire society should be educated with national
affairs in order to create a society with high solidarity, and by turning to Western
civilization, progress can be achieved. However, his emphasis on cultural and
linguistic purity in the context of the geopolitical emergency of the collapsing
Ottoman Empire (Balkan Wars and World War I, The Treaty of Sévres) turned to
anti-otherness and violence, and was reflected in the justification of assimilation
policies and events such as the Armenian Massacre.

b) Max Weber and National Identity as Political Action: Weber's analysis of
ethnicity and nationality is situated within his sociology, with an emphasis on
political action. He defines an ethnic group not on the basis of the objective reality
of common ancestry, but on the basis of a subjective belief in such a commonality,
which is formed around physical or cultural similarities, and of course this belief is
not sufficient in itself. What constitutes an ethnic group is common social and
political action. Weber believes that the demand for an independent state
distinguishes nations from other united communities, just as political and
especially military action is necessary to transform an ethno into a nation. For
Weber, the modern state is a continuous rational form, and this form is the
pinnacle of Western rationality and one of the most important examples of
rationality in history, while the nation is a special type of community and group
with a reputation.

For Weber, the modern nation is an emerging phenomenon related to the modern
state; in the modern world, both need each other, the state needs legitimacy and
public leadership accepted by the nation, and the nation needs to protect the
unique values of its culture against the specific values of other societies. Weber
approaches the "modernist paradigm" that emphasizes the role of power,
especially the power of the state, in defining the nation and explaining
nationalism. For Weber, nationality is a form of "social status" and a tool for
group "monopoly" that can appear in various social forms (class, caste).

Although Weber also pays attention to the role of culture and language (as factors
in creating a common lifestyle) in his analysis, he considers politics and power to
be the ultimate driving force and, unlike Gokalp, does not attribute an eternal
history to the nation. However, in the context of German national rivalries and the
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geopolitical crises of his time (such as the rivalry with Poland and France), Weber
also sometimes expressed an "ethnic supremacist”" view and used literature that
contained the exclusion of others.

Conclusion: Similarities and differences: The most important difference between
the views of these two thinkers is in the origin and nature of the nation: Gokalp
believes in a mixture of Primordial thinking and Ethno-Symbolism regarding the
nature and origin of the ethno and nation, and considers the nation to be an eternal
phenomenon with a cultural structure whose soul exists unconsciously.In contrast,
Weber, with a modernist and political approach, considers the nation to be a new
structure that is the product of political action and inextricably linked to the
modern state.

Important commonalities include: both emphasize the central role of a common
language and culture (along with Weber's emphasis on politics) in uniting the
national community; for both, the state plays a key role in the development or
consolidation of national identity; and finally, despite having apparently cultural or
modernist theoretical foundations regarding identity, both views tend towards anti-
otherness and ethnic supremacist tendencies in the field of practice and under the
influence of the geopolitical challenges of their era.

This shows that relying on a cultural element (such as language) to create public
solidarity at the level of a nation is not a barrier to the emergence of ethnic
supremacy or violent anti-otherness.

Keywords: Ziya Gokalp, Max Weber, Comparison, National identity,
Turkism.
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Bread and the Civil War in Tabriz during the Minor
Tyranny Period!
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Abstract

During the urban conflicts in Tabriz in 1326 AH (1908
AD), bread was the most essential item in the daily
consumption basket of the city's residents. A shortage of
bread led to social unrest, making its provision a crucial
task for local authorities. Proper management and
systematic distribution of bread and grain alleviated public
fear and anxiety, granting political legitimacy to the ruling
powers. Both sides of the conflict sought to use this
necessity against one another. Effective management of
government and feudal grain resources, the grain depot
located in the Arg (Citadel) of the government, and
organized distribution methods were central topics in the
Provincial Council's discussions, aimed at lowering bread
prices and resolving bread supply issues. The autocratic
forces obstructed the delivery of grain to the government
Arg and pro-constitutional neighborhoods. This study
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aims to examine the relationship between the legitimacy
(or lack thereof) of the political system and the provision
of grain and bread to the people of Tabriz during the urban
warfare between the two factions. Using a descriptive and
analytical approach, it seeks to answer the fundamental
question ‘How did the people and local authorities on both
the constitutionalist and autocratic sides perceive the
connection between grain and bread supply and the
legitimacy of political authority?’ The findings indicate
that opponents of constitutionalism attempted to disrupt
the procurement and distribution of bread—especially
during crises—to create shortages and instill fear among
the public. In contrast, the constitutionalists aimed to
enhance the grain and bread supply system, reduce public
anxiety in their supporting neighborhoods, and cause
disruption in the opposing areas to bolster their own
legitimacy.

Keywords: Bread, Political System, Legitimacy, War,
Neighborhoods, Grain.
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Bread and the Civil War in Tabriz during the Minor
Tyranny Period

Extended Abstract

During the urban warfare in Tabriz in 1326 AH (1908 AD), bread was the
most essential commodity in the daily consumption basket of the city’s
residents. Bread shortages led to social unrest, making its provision a critical
necessity for urban authorities; consequently, both sides of the conflict
attempted to exploit this issue to harm one another. The public expected the
government to secure their basic subsistence under all conditions, and they
linked the legitimacy of the political system to the management of grain and
bread. “Legitimacy” in this context refers to the public’s obedience to the
government coupled with their consent and satisfaction. Evidently,
governments strive to be viewed as legitimate and to secure the willing
cooperation of the populace. Proper management of grain and bread, along
with their precise and systematic distribution, alleviated public fear and
anxiety, thereby bolstering the political system’s legitimacy.

This study examines the issues surrounding bread and grain in Tabriz and
their connection to the legitimacy of the political system during the intra-
urban and inter-neighborhood conflicts of the “Minor Tyranny” (Istibdad-e
Saghir) era. Using a descriptive-explanatory approach and relying on library
resources and archival documents, the present study probes into the efforts
of both Constitutionalists and their opponents to manipulate the supply of
grain and bread—between 23 of Jumada al-Awwal and 17" of Ramadan,
1326 AH (June 23 to October 13, 1908) —to secure their own legitimacy
and delegitimize their rivals. The study seeks to answer the following
question: What actions did the opposing parties take in this regard, and what
were the outcomes? The study assumes that while the absolutists aimed to
maintain the status quo—fearing that landlords, warehouse owners, and
hoarders would suffer losses—constitutionalists, in order to neutralize these
actions, worked to prevent the hoarding of grain.

Although no previous study has independently focused on the use of grain
and bread for legitimacy or delegitimization during the Minor Tyranny,
several studies have addressed the nexus between grain and the political
system. These include Mohammad Mirkiaei’s Bread and Politics (2015),
which discusses the role of cereals in the Naseri era economy; Abdolhossein
Nabhidi-Azar’s Women of Iran in the Constitutional Movement (1981), which
highlights the protests of women against grain hoarding by landowners; the
article “Bread and Justice in Qajar Iran: Moral Economy, Free Market, and
the Hungry Poor” by Stephanie Cronin, which was translated by Alireza Ali-
Sofi and Farshid Norouzi (2020) and interprets bread riots as a rebellion
against the market economy; and Ali Akbar Khedri-Zadeh’s “The Bread
Question in Tehran and Tabriz, From Constitutional Revolution to the end of
the First World War” (1998).
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During the civil war in Tabriz, royalist forces and supporters of autocracy
utilized hunger as a tool to force the Constitutionalists into submission and
to undermine the legitimacy of the revolutionary political system. Tactics
included shutting down mills, blocking water access to the city, and securing
routes to prevent food supplies from reaching constitutionalist-held
neighborhoods. While the opposition sought to cause shortages and panic,
Constitutionalists attempted to gain legitimacy by improving the grain and
bread distribution system and alleviating the concerns of the residents in
their controlled areas. Proper management of state and landlord grain, the
stockpiling of grain in the Ark, and systematic distribution methods were
central to the plans and negotiations of Constitutionalists and the Provincial
Council of Azerbaijan.

As the urban warfare intensified, the poor faced famine conditions. Some
foreign newspapers called for international intervention, and the situation
became dire as women were assaulted and supply caravans were looted by
royalist forces. The findings of this study show that the majority of Tabriz
residents blamed the royalist tribal cavalry and the absolutists for these
hardships. Consequently, the Mujahideen launched bold operations to break
the siege and reopen supply routes. Ultimately, the creation of famine and
hunger not only failed to assist the absolutists in fostering chaos but instead
led to their notoriety, facilitating victory and the attainment of legitimacy for
the Constitutionalists. Finally, the urban conflict ended with the joy and
celebration of many residents.

Keywords: Bread, Political System, Legitimacy, War, Neighborhoods,
Grain.
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Mirza Agha Khan Kermani's approach and
attitude towards the history of the Safavid period

Al Salari Shadi'

Abstract

Mirza Agha Khan Kermani was a critic of tradition and one
of the first intellectuals to gain fame in the Constitutional
Revolution. He had a religious and traditional education, but
due to encountering various modern and traditional ideas, he
had critical approaches towards the traditional world of the
era and its history. Therefore, he had problems and
challenges with the rulers of the cities of Kerman and
Isfahan, and went to Tehran and then to Ottoman, where,
while being very active, he finally died on charges of plotting
to assassinate Nasser al-Din Shah. He adopted a critical and
biting tone towards any issue that had no relation to the
modern world or ancient Iran. Now, the question is, what is
Kermani's critical view and attitude towards the history of
Iran, and especially the history of the Safavids, which he
considered to be in line with the unfortunate history of the
Islamic period? In the meantime, how did he conceive of the
Safavid government and how did he formulate its
characteristics and results? The author, using a descriptive-
analytical method, comes to the conclusion that despite his
sharp and biting criticisms, Kermani lacks a coherent and
even scholarly idea. In his study of Safavid history, he
expressed his critical tone with a one-dimensional, simplistic,
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and superficial approach. It seems that the main reason for
Kermani's approach is a kind of confusion of historical
thought in criticism and a lack of proper knowledge of
history in the sense of scholarly study. In his opinion, the
Safavids were close to the modern era, but due to
superstitions, they were unable to be consistent with the
West. Such a stance on the issue is very superficial and
results from ignoring its fundamental issues. In his study of
the superstitious aspect of Safavidism, he did not realize that
superstitions were not cause and effect, but rather were
themselves the effect of a deeper context

Keywords: Kermani, historiography, history of the
Islamic period, Safavid history, criticism, Ayneh-e-
Askandari.
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Mirza Agha Khan Kermani's approach and attitude
towards the history of the Safavid period

Extended Abstract

Introduction: In the modern era in Iran, one of the famous figures who had a
name and reputation for criticizing the historical tradition and the constitutional
revolution was Mirza Agha Khan Kermani. Although he had a religious and
traditional education, he had critical approaches to the traditional world of the era
and its history due to encountering modern and traditional ideas. Therefore, he had
a challenge with the rulers of the cities of Kerman and Isfahan. He went to Tehran
and then to the Ottoman Empire, where he was very active and was eventually
killed after the assassination of Nasser al-Din Shah on charges of laying the
groundwork for it. Among the critical approaches of dissidents of the Qajar era
such as Akhundzadeh and Mirza Agha Khan Kermani, was about history and
historiography. In many cases, they saw the Iranian government and society in an
unequal position vis-a-vis the West, and in search of the reason for this, they were
forced to refer to the historical past and criticize the Islamic era and exaggerate the
pre-Islamic period, which was more mixed with myth, legend, and narrative
history. But in the actual historical study, they did not achieve the desired goals.
Kermani's idea was that the general inequality with the West has a historical
solution, and one of them was the criticism and rejection of the history of the
Islamic period, especially the Safavid period, and the exaggeration of the ancient
world. Therefore, Kermani sometimes made harsh and destructive criticisms,
without being able to create anything new, and he considered all the misfortunes
to be the result of the arrival of Islam and the continuation of governments like the
Safavids due to their superstition and lack of reason .Therefore, the issue of the
following article is Kermani's perception and attitude towards the history of Iran
during the Safavid period. Now, the issue is what is Kermani's critical view and
attitude towards the history of Iran, especially Safavid history, which he
considered to be in line with the unlucky history of the Islamic period? In the
meantime, how did he conceive of the Safavid government and how did he
formulate its characteristics and results?

Methodology: The author, using a descriptive-analytical method and mostly
relying on the works of Mirza Agha Khan Kermani, comparing and
evaluating them, as well as Kermani's modeling of Akhundzadeh, has
critically examined a type of Kermani's historical works, especially about the
ancient period, Islamic Iran, and the Safavid period. In addition, Kermani's
intellectual instability and thoughtfulness have been shown. Due to his haste
and superficial knowledge, he was unable to express his material coherently
and systematically based on scientific principles. Rather, there is a kind of
emotion and excitement in his works and books, which the author has
examined in light of the contradictions in some of his writings. Therefore,
the methodology of the author of this article relies on the analysis and
criticism of Kermani with regard to his own works and notes.
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Findings: Mirza Agha Khan Kermani expressed his criticisms with a simplistic
and superficial approach in his study of Safavid history. It seems that the main
reason for Kermani's approach was a kind of confusion of historical thought in
his criticism and his lack of proper knowledge of history. According to him, the
Safavid era was contemporary with the modern era of Europe, but due to
superstitions, it was unable to be consistent with the West. Such a stance
towards the issue is very superficial and is the result of ignoring the fundamental
issues of its inconsistency and its background. In studying the superstitious
aspect of Safavidism, he did not realize that superstitions were not the cause, but
rather the effect of a deeper context.

Kermani greatly exaggerated the history of ancient Iran and, on the contrary,
considered the Islamic era to be a world full of misery, injustice, and
oppression. This way of thinking was combined with his racist tendencies,
which were popularized in the scientific and cultural community by
Europeans such as Sir John Malcolm, Rawlinson, and especially Gobineau,
and caused further confusion and disorganization of his thoughts.

Despite Adamit's claims, Kermani's historical criticism and historiography
should not be considered profound and scholarly for three reasons. First, his
historical knowledge of Iranian and Islamic history was not very extensive
and profound; second, there was a problem with his historical perspective
and insight, which was stuck between myth and history; and third, his
inability to create a scholarly tradition of critical historiography and replace
it with a modern and new tradition of historiography. These generalizations
and criticisms of his, which were made under the influence of the new era,
remained at the same level and did not create a new tradition.

Conclusion: Although Kermani presented history and the historical past as a
source of information and answers for the different and asymmetrical situation
between Iran and Europe and sought to search for the causes of inequality in
history, due to his strong interest in ancient history, he considered the Islamic era
and history to be the cause of Iran's misfortune and disorganization. As a result, he
considered the Islamic era to be an era of misfortune and oppression. In the same
vein, he considered the Safavid era to be full of superstitions. However, despite his
many criticisms of the Safavids, most of them are repetitive and he emphasizes
attacking the scholars of the Safavid era.. Rather, the main problem was the
Safavid structure and society as a whole, which had become the cause of such a
situation. However, his criticism and rejection of the Safavids is mostly one-sided
and lacking in depth, and he did not address deep economic and social issues such
as the decisive role of tribes, including the Qizilbash tribes, in the Safavid era.
Keywords: Kermani, historiography, history of the Islamic period, Safavid
history, criticism, Ayneh-e-Askandari.
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Revisiting the Abolition of the Zoroastrian Jizya,
Emphasizing the Role of Cultural Diplomacy and British
Soft Power!

Reza Shajari qasemkheili?, Kazem Dadashqolizadeh Jelodar®,
Seyyed Hassan shojaee Divkolaee®

Abstract

Developments concerning the status of religious minorities
in Qajar-era Iran were shaped by the interaction of internal
factors and foreign interventions. The expanding influence
of European powers and Iran’s increasing connections
with them created new grounds for redefining the position
of minority groups. Among these powers, the role of
Britain -due to its historical ties with and strategic interests
in the Zoroastrian community of India (the Parsis)-
became particularly prominent. This study aims to
examine Britain’s role in the abolition of the jizya tax
imposed on Zoroastrians during the Qajar era. The central
question is: What role did the British government play in
the process of abolishing the jizya, and through what
instruments and mechanisms did it exert its influence?
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Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on
archival documents, Qajar-era newspapers, and historical
sources, this research argues that despite the significance
of internal dynamics, Britain’s continuous and coordinated
pressure -through formal and semi-formal diplomacy,
letters of introduction, on-the-ground support, diplomatic
lobbying, and the creation of a protective political
umbrella- played an effective role in persuading the Qajar
state to abolish the jizya.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Soft Power, Religious
minorities, jizya, Zoroastrians, Qajar era, Britain.
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Revisiting the Abolition of the Zoroastrian Jizya,
Emphasizing the Role of Cultural Diplomacy and British
Soft Power

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: The issue of the Zoroastrian jizya in Qajar-era Iran is one
of the important subjects in the social history of religious minorities, as
well as in understanding the relations between the Qajar state and foreign
powers. From the earliest Islamic centuries, the jizya was established as
one of the mechanisms for regulating the relationship between the
Islamic state and non-Muslims. In different periods, in addition to its
fiscal function, it became a determining factor in defining the legal and
social status of religious minorities. During the Qajar period, despite
political and administrative developments and Iran’s increasing contact
with the outside world, this tax continued to be collected from
Zoroastrians and, together with a set of social, religious, occupational,
and legal restrictions, created difficult conditions for them. Zoroastrians
in cities such as Yazd and Kerman, in addition to paying the jizya, faced
restrictions on dress, residence, economic activity, the performance of
religious rituals, access to judicial protection, and social security. Reports
by travelers, diplomats, and foreign officials also show that this
community was, in many cases, exposed to humiliation, financial
oppression, local violence, and legal defenselessness.

In such a context, the abolition of the jizya was not merely a simple tax
reform; rather, it became a sign of a change in the position of religious
minorities within Iran’s political and social structure. From the second
half of Naser al-Din Shah’s reign, concurrent with the expansion of
European influence and the increasing sensitivity of the Qajar state to its
international image, the issue of the condition of Zoroastrians was raised
more than ever at a level beyond domestic relations. In this regard,
England, due to its extensive presence in India, its close relationship with
the Parsi community of India, and its political and strategic interests in
Iran, played a prominent role in pursuing the condition of Zoroastrians.
The Parsis of India, who enjoyed wealth, social cohesion, and a favorable
political position within the British realm, became aware of the condition
of their co-religionists in Iran and pursued the demand for improving the
conditions of Zoroastrians and abolishing the jizya through associations,
correspondence, the dispatch of representatives, and communication with
English officials.

Accordingly, the main research question is: what role did the English
government play in the process of abolishing the Zoroastrian jizya, and
what instruments and mechanisms did it use to influence the Qajar state?
The research hypothesis is based on the premise that although domestic
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factors, administrative reforms, and the efforts of some Qajar statesmen
were effective in reducing pressure on Zoroastrians, British cultural,
political, and diplomatic pressures and support, together with the activity
of the Parsi network in India, played a facilitating and accelerating role in
the abolition of the jizya. The research background shows that although
works have been written on the condition of Zoroastrians, the role of the
Parsis of India, and the process of improving their conditions, an
independent study analyzing the role of the English government within
the framework of concepts such as soft power, cultural diplomacy, semi-
official diplomacy, and advocacy has received less attention. Therefore,
the present study seeks to fill this gap by relying on Iranian and foreign
sources.

Methodology: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and is based on the historical analysis of documents,
reports, and sources from the Qajar period. The population under study is
the condition of Iranian Zoroastrians in the Qajar era, especially during
the NaserT period, and their relations with the Qajar state, the Parsis of
India, and the British government. The data collection tool was note-
taking from library and documentary sources, and the method of analysis
was historical content analysis of events. The theoretical framework of
the research is based on the concepts of soft power, cultural diplomacy,
semi-official diplomacy, and advocacy.

Research Findings: The findings of the research show that the condition
of Zoroastrians in the Qajar era was the simultaneous product of three
factors: first, the continuation of legal and social restrictions arising from
the ahl al-dhimma system; second, the institutionalization of patterns of
discrimination, humiliation, and social exclusion in public custom; and
third, the weakness of the central government, the corruption of local
governors, and the absence of an effective judicial mechanism to protect
them. These conditions caused Zoroastrians, in order to reduce pressures,
in addition to relying on some domestic reformist statesmen, to look to
the network of their co-religionists in India and, through that, to the
support of the British government.

The examination of documents and reports shows that Britain was
influential in the process of abolishing the jizya through three main
channels. First, through formal diplomacy: the British embassy and
consulates in Tehran and various cities continuously reported on the
condition of Zoroastrians and consulted with Qajar officials regarding the
necessity of reducing pressures and abolishing the jizya. Meetings of
English diplomats with Naser al-Din Shah, correspondence by the British
Foreign Office, and warnings regarding the international consequences of
the treatment of Zoroastrians placed the Qajar government under a form
of political pressure. Second, through cultural and semi-official
diplomacy: the Parsis of India, especially the Association of Parsi Elders
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and figures such as Manekji Limji Hataria, served as the intermediary
link between Iranian Zoroastrians and the British power structure. By
making use of religious ties, economic capital, cultural legitimacy, and
British consular support, they conveyed the demands of Zoroastrians to
the Qajar court. Third, through advocacy and the creation of a political
protective umbrella: the granting of nationality, the issuance of letters of
introduction, support for Parsi representatives, and backing for
Zoroastrian associations enabled activists such as Manekji to negotiate
with Iranian officials with greater security and credibility.

Among the most important results of this process were the gradual
reduction of the amount of the jizya, the transfer of its administration to
central authorities instead of local governors, the direct payment of the
Jjizva by the Parsi Association, the raising of the issue in diplomatic
correspondence, and finally the issuance of the decree abolishing the
Jizya in 1299 AH/1882 CE. The findings also show that Britain, by
transforming the issue of the jizya into a matter related to “minority
rights,” “civilization,” and “Iran’s international image,” was able to exert
effective soft pressure on the Qajar state.

Discussion and Conclusion: The abolition of the Zoroastrian jizya
should be regarded as the result of the synergy of internal and external
factors; the reformism of some Qajar statesmen, the demands of the
Zoroastrian community, the activity of the Parsis of India, and British
diplomatic pressure together made this transformation possible.
Nevertheless, England’s role in the form of soft power, cultural
diplomacy, and advocacy was a determining factor in accelerating this
process. This experience shows that the issue of religious minorities in
the Qajar era cannot be understood solely within the framework of
domestic politics; rather, it must be examined in connection with the
rivalry of foreign powers, transnational networks, and the transformation
of the discourse of minority rights. It is suggested that future studies
examine comparatively the role of Russia and France in supporting other
religious minorities in Iran.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, British Soft Power, Jizya,
Zoroastrians, Qajar Era.
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The functions of food, its customs and tools in the
priority of social needs and distinctions in Iran
during the Qajar era

Ghaffar Pourbakhtiar!

Abstract

One of the most important physiological needs of humans
and basically every living being is the need for food, the
lack of which can cause illness and eventually death. In
the Qajar period, due to the droughts and famines that
occurred, the first concern of most Iranians, especially the
deprived and inferior classes of the society, was bread and
food. But some nobles and nobles, who were not worried
about their food supply, often sought to show their identity
to other classes through food. This research seeks to find a
suitable and appropriate answer to the following questions
by descriptive-analytical method and using Maslow's
Hierarchy of Needs theory: What was the view of the
lower classes of Iranian society in the Qajar era towards
the category of food? What has been the attitude of upper
classes towards this matter? The findings of the research
show that the subalterns deprived of bread and food, and
caught in the shackles of this physiological need, have an
opportunity or interest to pay attention to gaining the
respect of others and respecting their dignity through
observance of ceremonies, decorations and luxuries in
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They did not have a table and they turned to simplicity,
cheapness and immediate use of food to satisfy the need of
hunger, but on the contrary, Faradastan did not need food,
in order to gain the respect of others and to show their
dignity, dignity and identity.

Keywords: Qajar, physical need, food, hunger, social
distinction.
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The functions of food, its customs and tools in the
priority of social needs and distinctions in Iran during the
Qajar era

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Food and eating have long been the primary and
fundamental necessity of all humans, and in principle, not only
humans but also no living being has been without this important
matter. However, most humans have always sought to reflect their
differences and distinctions with others, even in this important matter.
In Iranian society during the Qajar era, the issue of food or food, its
customs and tools and tools was of great importance, but nevertheless,
there were differences in the way different strata and classes viewed
this important matter. This was while usually the lower and lower
strata of society only sought to satisfy their hunger in this element,
and other matters such as observing rituals and luxuries, or gaining
self-esteem and respect were not of much concern to them. This
research seeks to find a suitable and appropriate answer to these
questions: What was the view of the lower classes of Iranian society in
the Qajar era towards the category of food? What was the attitude of
the upper classes towards this issue? The research hypothesis is based
on the fact that the lower classes of society, considering that they
could not fully satisfy their food needs, naturally remained within the
scope of satisfying this need and higher needs such as the need for
respect and self-esteem and other needs did not appear in them, but
the upper classes of society, since their food needs had been met,
sought to satisfy higher needs such as the need to maintain their own
respect and self-esteem or other needs.

Research has been conducted on the issue of food, eating and food
culture in the Qajar era so far. Mohammadi-Ayein, Shahrzad (2016),
in the article “Criticism and Study of the Views of Travel Writers on
the Food Culture of Iranians in the Qajar Era”; Marandi Alamdari,
Farhad (2013), in the book “Food and Table Setting of Iranians in the
Qajar Era”; Mehrabadi, Mitra (1400), in the book "Iranian Food as
Narrated by Foreign Travel Writers"; Kadivar, Parisa (1400), in the
book "Sociography of the Qajar Era: Social History and Daily Life of
People in the Qajar Era"; Barati, Mahsa (2014), in her master's thesis
entitled "A Study of Food and Nutrition in the Safavid and Qajar
Periods", and Janfashan, Mona (2016), in her master's thesis entitled
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"Food Culture of the People of Tehran in the Qajar Period", have
discussed and examined food and nutrition culture in Iran during the
Qajar Era. However, unlike the aforementioned studies, the approach
of this research is not focused on the issue of Iranian food and food
culture, but on the role of food and food culture in the hierarchy of
needs, as well as highlighting social distinctions between upper and
lower classes in Iran during the Qajar Era.

Methodology: This research was conducted with the help of historical
sources and texts, using the descriptive-analytical research method,
and using Abraham Harold Maslow's theory of the pyramid of needs
or hierarchy of human needs. In his book "Motivation and
Personality", Maslow, with an interesting pyramid design consisting
of prioritizing human needs, believes that humans have a kind of
hierarchy of needs or precedence and tardiness of needs, which is
derived from the feeling of deprivation and especially satisfaction. At
the bottom of this pyramid, human physical or physiological needs
such as the need for food, water, clothing, sleep, shelter, and sexual
needs are located, which are the most basic, strongest, and most
obvious human needs, and of course, at the top of the pyramid is the
supreme human need for self-fulfillment. But humans are not only
involved in these two needs, but within the pyramid and after
physiological needs, there are other needs in order and in a stepped
manner such as the need for safety, the need for love and belonging,
and the need for respect, which appear in a hierarchical manner and
one after the other and after the satisfaction and fulfillment of the
previous need. These needs are arranged in order from the strongest to
the weakest needs, and before the high-level needs become effective,
the low-level needs must be satisfied at least to some extent.
Discussion and Conclusion: In this research, the functions of food, its
customs and means on the priority and delay of the needs of Iranian
society in the Qajar era are discussed based on the theory of Maslow's
pyramid of needs. The findings of this research show that the upper
classes and strata in Iran during the Qajar era, since their food needs were
met and in other words, they were not hungry, sought to satisfy and fulfill
higher needs, including the need for respect, recognition, and fame.
Therefore, they tried to satisfy this need by using tools, customs and
food. For this reason, they used expensive, luxurious and decorative tools
and utensils, strictly observed the customs and ceremonies or in other
words, the social hierarchy in the matter of receptions and parties, and
brought diverse, abundant, expensive and high-quality food to their
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tables. However, the lower and poor classes and classes, since they had
not been able to satisfy their need for food and satisfy their hunger,
naturally only sought to satisfy this need and therefore they always
sought it so that they could hardly feed themselves and their families.
Hunger was their first priority and until it was achieved, they could not
pay much attention to respecting their dignity, personality and honor and
show it through tools, customs and food.

Keywords: Qajar, physical need, food, hunger, social distinction.
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