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Abstract

Soviet historiography, while often downplaying the
connections of Transoxiana with the broader Iranian
world, consistently approached the legacy of the Uzbek
period from a critical perspective. The widely accepted
paradigm of ’Timurid splendor versus widespread Uzbek
decline’ was eventually challenged by a new generation of
post-Soviet scholars, who argued that, contrary to earlier
narratives, primary sources attest to the continued
presence of Timurid cultural and institutional legacies in
Transoxiana, particularly during the Shaybanid period.
Within this broader framework of Iranian cultural
inheritance, the present study, while acknowledging the
persistence of major civilizational elements of the
fifteenth-century Iranian world in Transoxiana, addresses
another unresolved question in historiography: why,
despite numerous Timurid—-Uzbek continuities, did the
transition to Shaybanid rule in Transoxiana, unlike the
Safavid transition in Iran or the Mughal transition in India,
not give rise to a new configuration of cultural
flourishing? Employing a comparative-historical approach
and the method of process tracing, this study distinguishes
between two analytical levels: first, the mechanisms that
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enabled the flourishing of Iranian cultural heritage during
the Timurid period; and second, the factors that disrupted
these mechanisms under the Shaybanids. The findings
suggest that Timurid cultural efflorescence emerged from
a structural linkage between political authority,
geographical and cultural integration, urban and elite
networks, courtly competition, and a relative balance
between military and bureaucratic forces. Under the
Shaybanids, however, changes in the foundations of
political ~ legitimacy, the government’s restricted
geographical horizons, the disruption of elite networks
across the Iranian world, the predominance of tribal-
military competition over cultural rivalry, and the
transformation of institutions through which power and
resources were distributed prevented the reproduction of
these mechanisms. Consequently, the persistence of
cultural elements in the Shaybanid period did not always
signify sustained generative civilizational mechanisms.

Keywords: Uzbeks, Shaybanids, Timurids, Iranian
heritage, Transoxiana, Cultural Order.
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The Transformation of the Cultural Order in 10th/16th-
Century Transoxiana: The Timurid—Shaybanid
Transition in the Iranian World

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The transition from Timurid political order to Shaybanid rule
in Transoxiana constituted a significant turning point in the political and
cultural transformations of the Iranian world at the beginning of the tenth
century AH/sixteenth century CE. Downplaying Transoxiana’s historical and
civilizational connections with the broader Iranian world, Soviet
historiography predominantly framed this transition through the binary
opposition between *Timurid splendor’ and ’Uzbek decline.” Challenging
this dominant narrative, revisionist post-Soviet scholarship and more recent
studies, drawing upon primary sources, have emphasized the persistence of a
substantial body of Timurid cultural, artistic, administrative, and linguistic
traditions under the Shaybanid rule. Nevertheless, acknowledging such
continuity raises a more fundamental question: why did the persistence of
the Timurid legacy in Shaybanid Transoxiana, unlike the Safavid experience
in Iran and the Mughal experience in India, fail to result in the creative
reconfiguration of that legacy and a new configuration of cultural flourishing
and productivity?

To address this question, the present study moves beyond the reductive
binary of ‘continuity versus rupture’ analyzing the cultural transformation of
Transoxiana through the concept of ‘cultural order.” What is meant by
cultural order is an interconnected set of relations and mechanisms through
which the interaction among urban centers, elite networks, patterns of
political and economic patronage, and linguistic and intellectual relations
enables the production, transmission, and reproduction of culture within a
particular historical setting. On this basis, the study seeks to explain the
differing operational logics of the cultural order under the Timurids and the
Shaybanids, while demonstrating that the persistence of cultural elements
and forms does not necessarily mean the survival of the underlying
generative civilizational structures and mechanisms.

The central argument presented in the present article is that Timurid cultural
flourishing was not the product of isolated and intermittent acts of patronage,
but rather emerged from a structural synergy among political authority, the
geographical and cultural integration of the Iranian world, the concentration
and interaction of urban centers, the economic infrastructures of cultural
patronage, and the dynamism of mobile elite networks. Under Shaybanid
rule, by contrast, the geographical separation of Transoxiana from Khurasan
and other major centers of the Iranian world, disrupted circulation of elites
and cultural capital, constrained economic resources, predominance of a
tribal-military logic in political competition, and transformation of the
ideological order of the Islamic world weakened the interconnection among
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these components. Consequently, the generative capacity of the cultural
order was reduced to a selective, unstable, and predominantly reproductive
form of continuity.

A critical review of the previous studies shows that the studies on the Timurid
period have largely focused on artistic flourishing, courtly patronage, and the
notion of a *Timurid Renaissance,” while paying less attention to the structural
and network-based mechanisms producing this flourishing. Research on the
Shaybanids has likewise concentrated mainly on their political-military
organization and regional conflicts. Although revisionist review studies have
demonstrated the persistence of the Timurid legacy in architecture, book arts,
historiography, and language, they have not yet adequately explained, in
comparative and structural terms, the differing reproductive and generative
capacities of the cultural orders of the two periods.

Method: Using comparative-historical analysis and a comparative-structural
approach, this study examines the cultural orders of the Timurid and
Shaybanid periods within the broader contexts of Transoxiana and the
Iranian world. Its evidence is drawn from primary historical sources and
recent scholarship on political structures, economy, language, urban centers,
and elite networks. The comparison focuses on identifying the mechanisms
that generated cultural dynamism under the Timurids and examining the
continuity or disruption of those mechanisms under the Shaybanid rule.
Findings: The findings indicate that Timurid cultural dynamism resulted
from the structural synergy of the geographical integration of Iran and
Transoxiana, interconnected urban centers, courtly competition, the
economic foundations provided by suyurghal and wagqf, and the sustained
circulation of elites. The interaction of Iranian and Turkic traditions likewise
expanded literary, scholarly, and artistic production while preserving the
predominance of Persian.

Under Shaybanid rule, although Persian, historiography, architecture, book
arts , and certain Timurid administrative traditions persisted, this continuity
remained largely reproductive. Chinggisid legitimacy, the predominance of
tribal-military competition, Transoxiana’s separation from Khurasan,
disrupted elite networks, economic constraints, and Sunni—Shi‘i polarization
diminished the cultural order’s generative capacity. Consequently, the
coexistence of Persian and Chaghatay shifted from a dynamic synthesis to a
functional division: Persian remained the language of administration and
scholarship, while Chaghatay increasingly served as an instrument of
political identity formation.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings indicate that the fundamental
distinction between the Timurid and Shaybanid cultural orders lay not in the
extent to which cultural elements survived, but in their differing structural
capacities to produce, circulate, and creatively reconstitute culture. Although
the Shaybanids preserved a substantial body of Timurid cultural forms and
traditions, geographical disconnection from the principal centers of the
Iranian world, economic constraints, the predominance of a tribal-military
logic, disruptions in the circulation of elites, and contest over ideological
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boundaries deprived this legacy of much of its former generative capacity,
reducing it to a selective and predominantly reproductive form of continuity.
Understanding historical transitions, therefore, requires moving beyond the
binary of ’continuity or rupture’ and examining geography, elite networks,
economic resources, and structures of power and legitimacy as
interdependent components of cultural production.

Keywords: Shaybanids; Timurids; Transoxiana; Cultural Order;
Iranian-Islamic Heritage.



