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Abstract 
Cyrus the Great (559-530 BC) succeeded in transforming the 
Persians from a subjugated people into a powerful and 
sovereign people and formed the first great world empire. 
After his death, his successors were able not only to preserve 
his territory but also to expand the Achaemenid government 
to parts of Europe and Africa. The research method is 

descriptive and analytical, and the method of collecting data is 
library-based drawing on reliable historical and archaeological 
sources and references. After conquering the land of Babylon, 
Cyrus the Great ordered the writing of a tablet that is known 

today as the "Cyrus Cylinder". This cylinder mentions that 
Cyrus conquered Babylon without war and, after entering this 
land, gave freedom to everyone and created prosperity and 
comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to 
release the Jews who were living in captivity in Babylon and 
sent them to their hometown of Jerusalem. The research 
question is whether many orientalists’ opinion that Cyrus's 
dealings with the subjugated peoples, including the 

Babylonians and Jews, had a propaganda aspect and that 
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Cyrus's purpose in mentioning justice and freedom in the 
Cyrus Cylinder was political, not humanitarian, is correct. By 
studying the history of the Achaemenid period, we realize that 
Cyrus the Great was known among Iranians and non-Iranians 

for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is mentioned in 
the Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated 
peoples were not a false and propaganda factor, but rather the 
result of real actions. 
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The Memory and Legacy of Cyrus the Great in the 
Achaemenid Period 

(Based on Michel Foucault’s Cultural Theory) 
 
Extended Abstract 
Introduction: Today, many Orientalists regard the statements made by 
Cyrus the Great in the Cylinder as "a propaganda effort to sway public 
opinion and legitimize Cyrus's authority in Babylon" (Kuhrt, 1983: p. 90; 
Briant, 1381: 63). When examining the theories of Western authors, one 
must bear in mind that they are sometimes influenced by the intellectual 
traditions of their own regions. In the past, Soviet writers—driven by a 
communist perspective—viewed the developments of ancient Iran through 
that same lens, consistently categorizing Iranian society across all eras into 
two classes: the privileged and the underprivileged, with the former 
perpetually exploiting the latter. This is where cultural theory can assist us. 
By examining the cultural context of the Achaemenid era and the views held 
by the people of that time regarding the character of Cyrus II, the Great 
King's objective in treating subject peoples appropriately becomes clear. The 
research method is descriptive and analytical, and the method of collecting 
data is library-based and uses reliable historical and archaeological sources 
and references. After conquering the land of Babylon, Cyrus the Great 
ordered the writing of a tablet that is known today as the "Cyrus Cylinder". 
This cylinder mentions that Cyrus conquered Babylon without war and, after 
entering this land, gave freedom to everyone and created prosperity and 
comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to release the Jews 
who were living in captivity in Babylon and sent them to their hometown of 
Jerusalem. The research question is whether the opinion of many orientalists 
that Cyrus's dealings with the subjugated peoples, including the Babylonians 
and Jews, was just a propaganda and that Cyrus's purpose in mentioning 
justice and freedom in the Cyrus Cylinder was political, not humanitarian, is 
correct. The research hypothesis is that by studying the history of the 
Achaemenid period, we realize that Cyrus the Great was known among 
Iranians and non-Iranians for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is 
mentioned in the Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated 
peoples were not false and for propaganda, but rather the result of real 
actions. Extensive research has been conducted by both Iranian and Western 
scholars regarding the reign of Cyrus and Achaemenid history. These studies 
can be categorized into two groups: 1) the life and reign of the founder of the 
Achaemenid dynasty, and 2) Achaemenid history. Alireza Shapour Shahbazi 
has conducted one of the finest and most comprehensive studies on the life 
of Cyrus in his book Cyrus the Great: The Life and Reign of the Founder of 
the Iranian Empire (1970). A wealth of information regarding the life of 
Cyrus the Great can also be found in works such as Max Mallowan’s The 
History of Iran: The Achaemenid Period – Cyrus the Great (2006) and 
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Yamauchi’s Persians and Ancient Religions (2011), as well as in the 
collection of essays titled Cyrus the Great: Ancient King of Iran, edited by 
Touraj Daryaee (2014). This study represents a pioneering attempt to 
examine and analyze—drawing upon Michel Foucault’s cultural theory, 
primary sources, and other relevant insights—the perspectives and views 
held by the peoples of the Achaemenid era (both allies and adversaries) 
regarding the character, disposition, and actions of Cyrus II. The aim is to 
gain a better understanding of Cyrus’s true personality and his treatment of 
subject peoples. 
Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, and data 
collection is conducted through library research utilizing credible, scholarly 
sources and references.  This study aims to examine and analyze the 
perspectives and views held by the peoples of the Achaemenid era—both 
friends and foes—regarding the personality, character, and actions of Cyrus 
II (Cyrus the Great). By drawing on primary sources and other relevant 
information, the research seeks to gain a better understanding of Cyrus's true 
character and his treatment of subject peoples.  
Findings: The results indicate that an examination of Achaemenid-era 
culture reveals that both friends and foes regarded Cyrus as a worthy, 
benevolent, and justice-loving figure. Thus, when Cyrus states in the Cyrus 
Cylinder that he conquered the city peacefully, he is telling the truth, for he 
was a king committed to establishing justice, peace, and reconciliation.  
Discussion and conclusion: After conquering the land of Babylon, Cyrus 
the Great ordered the writing of a tablet that is known today as the "Cyrus 
Cylinder". This cylinder mentions that Cyrus conquered Babylon without 
war and, after entering this land, gave freedom to everyone and created 
prosperity and comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to 
release the Jews who were living in captivity in Babylon and sent them to 
their hometown of Jerusalem. By studying the history of the Achaemenid 
period, we realize that Cyrus the Great was known among Iranians and non-
Iranians for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is mentioned in the 
Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated peoples were not a false 
and propaganda factor, but rather the result of real actions. 
 

Keywords: Cyrus the Great, Cyrus' Charter, Pasargadae, Iranians, Subjugated 
Peoples. 
 




