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Abstract

Historiographical research reveals historians' scholarly
influence by examining their academic traits, methodologies,
and interpretative frameworks. A historian's personal
background, social context, and lived experiences are
essential for understanding the presuppositions shaping their
writing. This paper is an attempt to identify and examine
Alireza Shapour Shahbazi’s approach to historiography by
reviewing his perspectives in Sasanian studies and his
broader articles, followed by a critical evaluation of his
methodology. The study offers a practical example of
assessing an Iranian historian who adheres to scientific
criteria while tracing the historical and cultural continuities
of his chosen period. Aimed at examining Shahbazi's
Sasanian historiography through his scholarly output, this
study tries to find what approaches and methods he used to
analyze Sasanian events and subjects. A review of various
historiographical schools and Shahbazi's works shows that he
framed his event analysis and research responses within a
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robust context of subject description, sources, and data. He
also employed a comparative method to examine historical
processes. His work consistently balances empirical
description with analytical rigor, making his historiography a
valuable case for understanding modern Iranian historical
scholarship. This assessment highlights how Shahbazi
integrated traditional source criticism with contemporary
methodological awareness, ultimately contributing to a
deeper comprehension of Sasanian history within its broader
cultural and temporal framework.
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The Approach and Method of Alireza Shapour Shahbazi in
Sasanian Historiography

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Historiography, understood as the process of writing
history, not only prevents past events from fading into obscurity but also
generates an awareness of the past that remains relevant to the present
and the future. In this sense, historiography protects history from the
danger of obsolescence and destruction. In fact, historians, based on their
perceptions of new sources and findings, reproduce narratives that
resolve past ambiguities and answer common questions in academic
circles or society. Historiographical research examines past events from
the perspective of how they have been reconstructed and represented. By
studying the work of historians, this type of research seeks to identify
their scholarly characteristics, as well as the methods and approaches
they employ in historical studies. Such methods and approaches are
influenced by the intellectual climate of the period, prevailing schools of
thought, and the individual disposition of the historian. The present study
investigates the historiography of Alireza Shapour Shahbazi to determine
how his intellectual outlook and research methods shaped both his
historical writings and the reception they have received from the readers.
The principal hypothesis of this study is that Shahbazi employed modern
historiographical methods in reconstructing Sasanian history and
integrated these methods with an Iran-centred intellectual perspective.
Shahbazi’s historiography encompasses the Achaemenid, Parthian, and
Sasanian periods, as well as broader historical concepts. To date, it has
only been systematically examined in the author’s master’s thesis at the
University of Tehran. Studies devoted to Iranian historians of the ancient
world are similarly rare, one example being Mohammad Bakhtiari’s
study of the historiography of Abdolhossein Zarrinkoub, published in
1392 SH (2013-2014).

Method: Since the principal sources for examining a historian’s
historiography consist of the historian’s own statements and writings, this
article adopts a library-based research method and focuses on Shahbazi’s
works concerning the Sasanian period. It first employs a descriptive
method to introduce these works. References are also made to the views
expressed by other scholars regarding Shahbazi and his scholarship. The
study subsequently considers both the works specifically devoted to the
Sasanians and Shahbazi’s other publications in which the Sasanian period
is discussed. On this basis, it analyses his scholarly practice, research
methods, and intellectual approaches to identify the principal
characteristics of his historiography. An understanding of a historian’s
personal and social background, as well as their lived experience, is
clearly essential for identifying the assumptions and perspectives
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underlying their historical writing. Accordingly, this study examines
Shahbazi’s conception of history to reveal the influence of his beliefs,
presuppositions, and motivations on his historiographical practice.
Findings: By studying Shahbazi's practical work and views, it became
clear what approaches and methods Alireza Shapour Shahbazi used to
examine and analyze events and topics related to the Sasanian history.
Both in his statements and in his scholarly practice, Shahbazi emphasised
the analysis of historical events and the identification of their causes. He
generally began by providing a thick description of the geographical and
physical setting in which an event occurred, thereby familiarizing the
reader with its context. He situated the reader within a detailed account of
the subject, the relevant sources, available data, and scholarly findings
before critically assessing and verifying the reliability of those sources
and findings. Such thick description raised the reader’s understanding to
a level at which description itself became an integral part of the analysis.
Shahbazi would then defend his interpretation by presenting evidence
and supporting arguments. This procedure can be observed throughout
much of his scholarship, including his use of prosopography and
iconography, as well as in the annotations he prepared for his book The
History of the Sasanians. Shahbazi also employed comparative and
contrastive methods to examine historical processes, particularly in
relation to social and cultural subjects. In articles devoted to broader
historical concepts, he often traced a subject from the earliest periods of
antiquity and, in some instances, followed its influence through the
Islamic period and into modern times. In doing so, he sought to clarify
the processes of change and transformation for his readers.

Discussion and Conclusion: This study was conducted to provide a
practical example of how Iranian historians working in the field of
Sasanian history may be evaluated. By examining Shahbazi’s intellectual
outlook and methodological practices as reflected in his writings, the
study sought to demonstrate the extent of his contribution to the revision
of existing historical accounts and the production of new ones. While
adhering to scholarly and methodological standards, Shahbazi
consistently investigated the transformation and continuity of Sasanian
history and culture, both in neighbouring regions and in post-Islamic Iran
through to the modern period. An examination of his historiography of
the Sasanian era demonstrates that his commitment to Iran and his
interest in promoting an understanding of the Iranian history and culture
motivated him to undertake systematic and well-documented research
that gained recognition within international academic circles. Shahbazi
employed descriptive, narrative, and analytical approaches in presenting
his findings. His critical examination of data and evidence provided the
basis for analyzing historical subjects and identifying either the
immediate cause or the interconnected chain of causes behind the
emergence of an event. In addressing political, social, and especially
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cultural subjects, he did not confine events to isolated historical moments.
Instead, he examined each event in relation to the changes and
transformations it underwent over time.

Given that Shahbazi’s works cover the entirety of ancient Iranian history
and that he published extensively on general historical concepts and
subjects related to the Shahnameh, his methods and intellectual outlook
need to be examined separately in each of these fields and subsequently
assessed as a whole. Such an approach is necessary to reveal the full
scope and various dimensions of his scholarship. Historical writing
involves an inseparable relationship between textual and material sources
and a variety of political, social, and cultural approaches. A
comprehensive understanding of Shahbazi’s historiography can,
therefore, only be achieved by examining his treatment of each period of
ancient history and each general historical concept independently and
then comparing and evaluating them in relation to one another.

Keywords: Alireza Shapour Shahbazi, Historiography, Sasanian History,
Historical Methodology.



