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and Content Analysis of Habl al-Matin Tehran
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Abstract

Among the newspapers of the Constitutional era, Habl al-
Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq played a significant role
in reflecting provincial developments. Although Khamseh
Province received limited attention in Constitutional
historiography and its social movements remained
shrouded in ambiguity, these two newspapers—alongside
other sources—covered portions of Zanjan’s events. What
matters here is the examination of their journalistic
approach, political orientation, and narrative style
regarding incidents in Khamseh Province—an area that
has not yet been independently analyzed. This study
addresses the question: What were the journalistic
perspectives and content strategies of Habl al-Matin
Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq concerning the events in
Khamseh Province, and what impact did they have on its
developments? Based on the research hypothesis, despite
their Constitutionalist leanings, both newspapers adopted a
moderate stance in reporting Zanjan’s events. The
publication of corrections, supplements, and public letters
supports this approach. The presence of Zanjani
contributors in the editorial board of Sobh-e Sadeq also
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led to increased focus on the province’s affairs. Despite
the publication of grievance-laden petitions, the
journalistic outcomes of these newspapers in areas such as
confronting feudal oppression and curbing insecurity did
not yield satisfactory results in Khamseh Province. This
study, based on library-collected data and employing
content analysis within a  descriptive-analytical
framework, seeks to address the questions and ambiguities
raised in the research.

Keywords: Province of Khamseh, Newspaper, Habl al-
Matin Tehran, Sobh-e Sadeq, Constitutionalism.
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Representation of Province of Khamseh in the
Constitutional Era Press: A Comparative Study and
Content Analysis of Habl al-Matin Tehran and
Sobh-e Sadeq

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Province of Khamseh, with Zanjan as its center, is one
of the significant yet understudied regions in constitutional
historiography. Despite its sensitive geographical position, diverse
social structure, and the presence of influential political and religious
actors, it has largely remained marginal in the official narratives of the
Constitutional Revolution. During the turbulent years 1324-1327 AH,
Zanjan became a stage for confrontation between traditional forces
and modern constitutionalists, powerful local khans, clerics opposed
to and supportive of constitutionalism, as well as various urban and
tribal groups. More than a century later, a substantial part of these
events can only be reconstructed through the press, since official
sources and governmental reports are either incomplete or published
with delay and distortion.

Among the newspapers of the constitutional era, Habl al-Matin Tehran
and Sobh-e Sadeq occupy a prominent place in reflecting
developments in Province of Khamseh. Unlike many journals whose
primary focus was Tehran, Tabriz, and Rasht, these two newspapers
continuously reported on Zanjan and, through letters, telegrams,
popular reports, parliamentary proceedings, and analytical
supplements, covered a considerable portion of the political and social
crises of this province. Their importance lies not only in the
transmission of news, but also in their active role in shaping the
political discourse around Province of Khamseh by means of analysis,
critique, corrections of reports, and publication of rejoinders. Habl al-
Matin Tehran, under the management of Mirza Sayyed Hasan
Kashani, with a critical and structural approach, reflected the crises in
Zanjan through extensive letters, official telegrams, analytical articles,
and reports of parliamentary debates. While criticizing the
performance of local khans and certain clerics, this newspaper sought
to uphold journalistic fairness by publishing corrections and
rejoinders. In contrast, Sobh-e Sadeq, managed by Mo’ayyed al-
Mamalek and edited by Mirza Ali Khan Zanjani, adopted a
conciliatory and mediatory tone, attempting to establish
communication between the people, the parliament, the khans, and the
clerics, and, through the publication of constitutionalist letters,
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popular reports, and cautionary appendices, played a reformist role in
Zanjan’s political sphere .The central question of this study is: what
were the journalistic approaches, impacts, and content strategies of
Habl al-Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq regarding the events in
Province of Khamseh? A close examination of the content of these
two newspapers shows that, despite their general inclination toward
constitutionalism, both adopted a moderate stance in reporting the
events of Zanjan—a stance reinforced by the publication of
corrections, supplements, popular letters, and rejoinders. The presence
of contributors from Zanjan in the editorial board of Sobh-e Sadeq
further intensified this newspaper’s focus on the issues of Province of
Khamseh

In this study, after outlining the political and social events of Province
of Khamseh, as reflected in Habl al-Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq,
the types of reports and issues (frequency distribution) are extracted,
their extent is determined, and the published materials are represented.
Subsequently, themes such as political and social positions, the
newspapers’ modes of engagement with news, day-to-day editorial
policies, and news management practices are examined and analyzed
on the basis of textual evidence and extracted keywords. Finally, the
newspapers’ effectiveness, their interactions and linkages with power
institutions, their degree of independence, and their overall impact are
assessed and analyzed using coded categories and textual data.
Method: The present study employs a descriptive—analytical approach
grounded in content analysis. Data were collected through extensive
library research and direct examination of the issues of Habl al-Matin
Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq. In the first stage, all materials related to
Province of Khamseh in these two newspapers were extracted and
categorized into major textual forms, including letters, telegrams,
articles, notices, corrigenda, parliamentary proceedings, and appended
supplements. Subsequently, using content analysis, the thematic
structures, social groups involved, writing tone, political orientation,
and modes of journalistic engagement with news were systematically
examined. In the second stage, the extracted data were coded so that,
for each item, the textual form, subject matter, actors involved, tone,
political stance, and core message were clearly identified. These codes
were then organized into broader analytical categories such as writing
style, political positioning, news engagement, editorial policies, social
representation, and news management practices. In the third stage, the
degree of influence and effectiveness of the two newspapers was
analyzed, allowing for an assessment of their role within the political
and social dynamics of Province of Khamseh.
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Discussion and conclusion: The comparative analysis of the two
newspapers demonstrates that, despite structural constraints, the press
in the Constitutional era played a significant role in representing the
crises of Province of Khamseh. Habl al-Matin Tehran, through its
explicit criticism of local khans and clerics, contributed to challenging
entrenched traditional authority, while Sobh-e Sadeq, by calling for
calm and publishing rejoinders, acted as a mediator between the
populace and governing elites. Both newspapers, by disseminating
public letters and telegrams, transformed Zanjan’s public sphere into a
site of political dialogue. Nevertheless, the ultimate impact of these
two newspapers remained limited, as the dominance of the autocratic
camp and the dissolution of the National Consultative Assembly
hindered the realization of popular demands. Despite these constraints,
the significance of these newspapers lies in their boldness in
criticizing local power structures and fostering a multi-voiced
environment within Province of Khamseh. This study illustrates that
the press, even under conditions of crisis, can play a meaningful role
in shaping political and social discourse.

Keywords: Province of Khamseh, Newspaper, Habl al-Matin Tehran,
Sobh-e Sadeq, Constitutionalism.



