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Gardizi's role in reviving and recovering the
components of Iranian identity and assimilating it with
Islamic identity in Zain al-Akhbar

Doostali Sanchooli!

Abstract

Abu Saeed Abdolhay Gardizi, a historian of the fifth
century AH, is one of the Iranian historians who, by
writing the book Zain al-Akhbar, entered the field of
identity based on Iranian-Islamic identity. He made an
important  contribution to  strengthening Iranian
historiography in Persian and tried to revive some of the
components of Iranian identity and link it with Islamic
identity, thus advancing the two in parallel. Considering
this issue, this study attempts to examine and analyze
Gardizi's role in reviving and recovering the components
of Iranian identity and assimilating it with Islamic identity
in the historiography of Zain al-Akhbar using a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library
sources. Gardizi was among the thinkers who, besides his
attachment to Islamic teachings, was also interested in the
culture and identity of pre-Islamic Iran and made a serious
effort to harmonize some of the identity components such
as geography and specific territory, Persian language,
common past and history, monotheistic beliefs, and
Iranian thought which emphasized wisdom and reason,
justice and fairness of rulers and government officials, in
the Islamic era. In addition to consolidating and
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perpetuating this identity, he tried to encourage the rulers
of the Ghaznavid Turkic race to preserve and protect the
Iranian-Islamic identity, so that in addition to gaining
legitimacy and acceptance among the Iranians, they could
reduce their oppression and oppression of the people and
act on the principles of justice and fairness in the Iranian
thought that did not conflict with Islamic culture.
Keywords: Gardizi, identity, Iran, Islam, Zain al-Akhbar.
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Gardizi's role in reviving and recovering the
components of Iranian identity and assimilating it with
Islamic identity in Zain al-Akhbar

Extended Abstract

Introduction: With the fall of the Sasanian government and the dominance
of Muslim Arabs over Iran, Iranian identity was in turmoil and confusion,
but with the rise of the Samanids and Ghaznavids, the period of
bewilderment and wandering in identity gradually ended, and the
development of the Persian Dari language and the creation of the
Shahnameh, and the motivation for the continuation of the Iranian nation can
be witnessed (Tajik, 2005: 142). The greatest art of the Samanids was the
creation of a favorable and extensive atmosphere with respect to the Islamic
school, at the furthest distance from the rule of the Arab caliphs, in which,
far from fanatical thoughts, they spread freethinking and tolerance for
different ideas (Heravi, 2003: 16). The Samanids drew a cultural architecture
that was a combination of ancient Iranian culture, Persian language and
literature, and Islamic religious teachings (Qadimi Qaidari, 2017: 44). In
such circumstances, Iranians, in response to these changes and
developments, were divided into three groups: Iranists, Islamists, and Iran-
Islamists (Shajari, Qasem, Kheyli, et al., 2010: 46). Abu Saeed Abdolhai
Gardizi can be considered one of the Iran-Islamists

Zain al-Akhbar is one of the general histories in Persian that is of particular
importance for understanding the Iranian culture and identity and makes a
great contribution to understanding Gardizi's vision and attitude and the
intellectual atmosphere that dominated the society of his time. Considering
this point, the present study tried to answer the main question: How did
Gardizi revive and recover the components of Iranian identity in his
historiography of Zain al-Akhbar and assimilate it with Islamic identity? It
seems that Gardizi tried to assimilate some components of the Iranian
identity in addition to his attachment to Islamic teachings, such as geography
and specific territory, Persian language, past and common history,
monotheistic beliefs, and the ideology of Iranshahr (Iranian imperial
ideology) in the Islamic period.

Research Background: Most of the studies conducted on Gardizi's history
include the following Torkemani Azar in his book "History Writing in Iran
(From the Beginning of the Islamic Period to the Mongol Attack)" (2013), in
the section on Gardizi's historiography, considered his goal in writing history
to be only the revival of Iranian identity. Shabanzadeh Lemar in his article
"A Study of the Historical-Political Thoughts of Historians of the Ghaznavid
Era Based on Utbi, Bayhaqi, and Gardizi" (2014), compared the political and
cultural perspectives of these three historians. Khalifa and Ghaffari Bijar
(2019), in their article "Gardizi's Historiography in Zain al-Akhbar:
Approach and Method", examined and analyzed Gardizi's historiographical
approaches from the doctrinal, explanatory, and critical aspects. In his article
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“Gardizi’s Historiography and Historiography in Zain al-Akhbar”,
Foladpour (2010) pointed out the influence of Matridi’s thought on Gardizi’s
thoughts and historiography.

The present study is distinct from the aforementioned studies in terms of the
fact that it addresses Gardezi’s role in reviving and recovering the
components of Iranian identity and assimilating it with the Islamic identity.
Method: In this research, an attempt was made to examine and analyze, using
a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library resources, the role of
Gardizi in the revival and recovery of components of Iranian identity and its
assimilation with Islamic identity in the historiography of Zain al-Akhbar.
Findings: Gardizi was a resident of the city of Gardiz, southeast of Kabul,
and also resided in the city of Ghazni, the administrative center of the
Ghaznavids. He wrote the book Zain al-Akhbar in this city and presented it
to Sultan Abdul Rashid, the son of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni (441-444 AH).
Gardizi distinguished between Umayyad Islam and Arab identity from the
authentic Islam that the Prophet's family (PBUH) demonstrated. He does not
accept Umayyad Islam with a racist and tribal culture and does not consider
it compatible with Iranian identity. For this reason, he is dissatisfied with the
Umayyads and considers them usurpers of the caliphate, who seized it
through cunning and trickery and committed oppression against the
Prophet's family (PBUH). He describes Muawiyah as a cunning person who
seized the caliphate from Imam Hassan (PBUH) through cunning and
trickery (Gardizi, 1984: 233). "The Iranians separated the elements of
Islamic identity with the purity of rationality from most of the elements of
Arab identity and founded Iranian Islam" (see: Shaygan, 1992: 81).

Just as he praises the justice of Anushirvan, Gardizi also praises the justice
of Ma’mun Abbasi and his justice and fairness (Gardizi, 1984: 295). He
reports on Muslim occasions and festivals and does not express any
opposition to them (cf. Gardizi, 1984: 452-468). These positions indicate his
Islamism alongside his Iranism. On the one hand, he has a special view of
the glory, greatness, and honors of Iran’s ancient past, and on the other, he
shows great interest and attachment to the Islamic religion and its teachings.
He accepts the superiority of the Islamic religion and prays for its
continuation until the Day of Judgment (Gardizi, 1984: 140).

Gardizi speaks of the justice, fairness, wisdom, and servility of some Iranian
rulers before and after Islam, and tries to perpetuate this idea in the form of
an Iranian-Islamic identity. By writing the history of Zain al-Akhbar in
Persian, he shows Iranians that there is no challenge between the religion of
Islam and the Persian language, and that they should not hesitate to accept
the new identity, which is the Iranian-Islamic identity.

Conclusion: Gardezi tried to both filter Iranian culture and some components
of ancient Iranian identity through his rationality and to distinguish between
Arabic culture and language and authentic Islamic culture. He tried to create
compatibility with the idea of Iran, which did not challenge the Islamic
culture, by mentioning components of Iranian culture and identity such as
historical past, common beliefs and convictions, geography and specific
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territory. He did not see the Persian language in conflict with Islamic culture,
and by writing Zain al-Akhbar in Persian, he showed his attachment and
interest in preserving and continuing Iranian-Islamic identity. In Gardizi's
view, Iranian-Islamic identity, through these components, distinguished Iran
and Iranians from other nations and lands. In addition to trying to consolidate
and perpetuate the Iranian-Islamic identity, Gardizi encouraged the Turkic
rulers of Ghaznavid to preserve and protect the Iranian-Islamic identity, so that
they could preserve and protect Iran and the Iranian-Islamic culture and
identity based on the Iranian and Islamic culture.

Keywords: Gardizi, identity, Iran, Islam, Zain al-Akhbar.



