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From the History Wars to the Articulation of a
National History: Development of the History
Curriculum in Australian Schools

Mohammad Ghafoori !

Abstract

Teaching history in Australian schools is the result of
extensive planning emerging from major cultural disputes in
the country, with direct attention to national and
transnational issues of the Australian society. In the
Australian education system, history, in addition to its
intrinsic importance as an awareness of the nation’s past and
other societies, is considered a context for involving
Australian youth in civic affairs and activities. Curriculum
planners in Australia, in collaboration with educational
consultants, teachers, and university historians, have
developed a set of syllabi for teaching history in years 7 to 10
of pre-university education, where history courses are
compulsory, not optional. These syllabi are constantly under
critical review, and the aforementioned issues play an
increasingly prominent role. They emphasize two sets of
“knowledge” and historical “skills,” which include a wide
range of information about the history of Australia and
various societies and civilizations, as well as a set of
transferrable skills that emphasize diverse and up-to-date
forms of understanding and conveying content. This article
addresses how current political and cultural issues in
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Australia have influenced the content and practical direction
in developing the history curriculum in Australian schools,
and it shows that planners have not only focused on content
dimensions but have also emphasized the importance of
skills necessary for more effective transmission of this
content.

Keywords: Australia, history education, citizenship
education, knowledge, curriculum, pre-university, skills.
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From the History Wars to the Articulation of a National
History: Development of the History Curriculum in
Australian Schools

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Introduction: Teaching history in Australian schools has
evolved through an extensive process of curriculum reform shaped by
major political, cultural, and educational debates. Rather than functioning
merely as a vehicle for transmitting knowledge about the past, history
education has become a central instrument for fostering -civic
participation, historical consciousness, and democratic citizenship in an
increasingly multicultural society. This article examines how the political
and cultural controversies surrounding Australian national identity—
particularly the so-called History Wars—have influenced the design and
development of the national history curriculum. It seeks to explain how
curriculum developers have balanced national historical narratives with
global and transnational perspectives while integrating historical
knowledge with transferable analytical skills. The main research question
addressed in the present study concerns how contemporary political,
cultural, and historiographical debates have affected both the content and
pedagogical orientation of Australia's school history curriculum. A
related question investigates why curriculum reform has increasingly
emphasized historical thinking skills alongside factual knowledge. Since
no comprehensive Persian-language study has previously examined the
Australian history curriculum in a systematic manner, this article fills an
important research gap by synthesizing official curriculum documents
with recent English-language scholarship on Australian history
education, curriculum reform, and the History Wars.

Method: This study employs a qualitative, documentary, and analytical
research design. Because direct fieldwork, classroom observation, and
interviews with teachers and curriculum developers were beyond the
scope of the research, the study relies primarily on documentary analysis.
The principal data sources include official curriculum documents issued
by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority
(ACARA), particularly versions 8.1 (2015) and 8.4 (2022) of the
Australian Curriculum, together with policy reports and curriculum
frameworks concerning Humanities and Social Sciences. These primary
sources are complemented by an extensive review of secondary literature
written by leading Australian historians, educational researchers, and
curriculum specialists. The research combines descriptive analysis of
curriculum content with comparative analysis of successive curriculum
revisions to identify the educational, political, and cultural factors



YA Ul ol 3 G5 gy Bl B A e 6 5 U a6 K |

influencing curriculum development. Rather than conducting statistical
analysis, the study employs interpretive content analysis to examine the
relationship between historical debates, curriculum objectives, historical
knowledge, and competency-based education.

Findings: The findings demonstrate that Australia's national history
curriculum reflects a gradual shift from a narrowly nationalistic and
Eurocentric model toward a more inclusive, multicultural, and globally
oriented approach. Curriculum development has been profoundly
influenced by the History Wars, which emerged from conflicting
interpretations of Australia's colonial past, indigenous history,
immigration, and national identity. While conservative groups advocated
a unified national narrative emphasizing patriotism and traditional
historical ~knowledge, progressive historians promoted critical
engagement with colonialism, indigenous experiences, and cultural
diversity. The resulting curriculum represents a negotiated balance
between these competing perspectives.

The curriculum is organized around two complementary dimensions:
historical knowledge and understanding and historical skills.
Approximately four-fifths of instructional content is devoted to
developing students' historical knowledge, while the remaining
component focuses on cultivating historical inquiry skills, chronological
reasoning, source criticism, interpretation, evidence-based argumentation,
communication, and critical thinking. Rather than memorizing isolated
historical facts, students are encouraged to investigate historical
questions, evaluate primary and secondary sources, compare competing
interpretations, and construct evidence-based explanations.

Another significant finding is that Australian history is consistently
presented within broader regional and global contexts. Students study
ancient civilizations, medieval societies, Asian civilizations, European
history, and world history alongside Australia's national development.
The curriculum progressively incorporates indigenous history,
multiculturalism, human rights, environmental issues, and democratic
citizenship, thereby strengthening students' understanding of Australia's
place within global historical processes. Recent curriculum revisions
have further expanded the representation of indigenous perspectives,
increased attention to Asia-Pacific history, reduced Eurocentric
emphases, and introduced new scientific approaches such as DNA
analysis and radiocarbon dating into the study of ancient history.

The research also reveals that curriculum development in Australia is
characterized by continuous revision involving collaboration among
historians, teachers, educational experts, government agencies, and
curriculum authorities. This collaborative model enables curriculum
reform to respond flexibly to changing scholarly knowledge, social
priorities, and political debates while maintaining overall curricular
coherence.
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Discussion and conclusion: The study concludes that Australia's history
curriculum represents an innovative balance between national identity
formation and global historical awareness. Rather than emphasizing
historical content alone, it integrates disciplinary knowledge with
historical thinking skills that prepare students for democratic
participation, lifelong learning, and responsible citizenship. The
curriculum demonstrates that effective history education requires both
comprehensive historical knowledge and the analytical competencies
necessary to interpret the past critically. Future curriculum development
may benefit from maintaining this balance while continuing to expand
diverse historical perspectives, strengthen inquiry-based learning, and
adapt curriculum content to the emerging social and educational
challenges.

Keywords: Australian History Curriculum, History Education, History
Wars, Historical Skills, Citizenship Education.
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Women’s Endowments in Gilan during the Qajar
Period: A Historical Reading of Property, Religiosity,
and Social Agency

Fatemeh Rostami', Abbas Panahi?, Nadia Rah?

Abstract

The tradition of wagf (charitable endowment) in Iran has a
long history rooted in the social, political, and religious
developments of the region. Beyond being a charitable act,
wagqf functioned as a strategic instrument for consolidating
ownership and preserving wealth within a social structure
undergoing transformation in Iran. In Gilan, as in other
parts of the country, this institution had a long-standing
background. Historical reports indicate that endowments
increased for various reasons from the Safavid era to the
Qajar period. During the Qajar era, the economy of Gilan
experienced  significant  growth due to  the
commercialization of its strategic agricultural products.
With the rising wealth of affluent families, the financial
capacity of women also expanded. Some of these women
endowed part of their movable and immovable property,
often with ritual and religious purposes. By examining
archival documents and waqf deeds from Gilan, this study
seeks to answer the question of how female endowers
achieved independent legal agency through the institution
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of wagf. The findings indicate that women endowers in
Gilan utilized the juridical capacities of Islamic law
concerning land ownership and the administration of
trusteeship (tawliyat) to employ waqf as a mechanism for
safeguarding capital and reproducing social power. By
appointing themselves or their children as trustees, they
established a form of intra-family mechanism for
controlling and transferring wealth, which partially
compensated for the lack of formal legal protections in
Iran before the institutionalization of modern legal
systems. Using documentary sources and a descriptive-
analytical approach, the research challenges common
assumptions about the passivity of women within the
patriarchal structure of the Qajar period and demonstrates
that the actions of female endowers in Gilan represented a
conscious form of management aimed at securing their
economic independence within society.

Keywords: Women’s Property, Gilan, Qajar Period, Waqf
Economy, Archival Documents.
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Women’s Endowments in Gilan during the Qajar
Period: A Historical Reading of Property, Religiosity,
and Social Agency

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Waqf, as one of the most enduring Islamic legal and charitable
institutions, has played a significant role in shaping social relations, property
transmission, and religious life in Iran. In Qajar Gilan, the growth of local
economy and the accumulation of wealth created new opportunities for women to
participate in property management and charitable endowment. This article
examines women’s waqf practices in Gilan during the Qajar period as a historical
lens through which to understand female property ownership, religiosity, and
social agency. The study addresses an important gap in the historiography, since
most previous works on waqf and Qajar society have focused on officials, elites,
and religious figures, while the role of women has remained largely overlooked.
By focusing on female endowers in Gilan, the article seeks to show that women
were not merely passive subjects within a patriarchal order, but active agents who
used legal-religious institutions to protect and reproduce their social and economic
position.

Method: This study is based on documentary and archival investigation using a
descriptive-analytical approach. The study draws on waqf deeds, archival records
from the Gilan Endowments Administration, and relevant historical and figh
sources. Through the analysis of these documents, the article reconstructs the
patterns, motivations, and social meanings of women’s endowments in Qajar
Gilan. The method makes it possible to identify both the material forms of
endowed property and the legal strategies women used to maintain control over
their assets.

Results and discussion: The findings indicate that women’s wagqf in Gilan cannot
be understood only as a religious act. It also functioned as a social and economic
strategy through which women managed property, preserved family capital, and
exercised a measure of autonomy. Many female endowers donated movable and
immovable property such as houses, shops, and agricultural assets for religious
ceremonies, mosque repair, mourning rites, and charitable uses. In several cases,
women appointed themselves or their children as trustees, which helped them
retain control over endowed property and ensured that wealth remained within the
family network. The results further show that women’s endowment practices were
shaped by broader social transformations in late Qajar Iran, including the effects of
the Constitutional Revolution and the spread of modern ideas such as rights,
equality, and freedom. In this context, waqf became a meaningful space for
women’s participation in public and religious life. The study also notes that the
purposes of endowments gradually expanded over time: while earlier waqfs were
mostly ritual and devotional, later ones increasingly included educational, social,
and welfare-oriented goals. Case studies of female endowers in the article
illustrate these patterns clearly. For example, women such as Karbala’i Fatemeh
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Alagaband, Fatemeh Tahvildari, Khanom Bozorg Jozani, and Sayyedeh Zeyn al-
Abedin endowed property for activities such as rozeh-khani (a ceremony for
reciting the calamities of the Prophet’s family), mosque repair, mourning
ceremonies, and commemorative religious observances. These examples
demonstrate that women in Gilan used wagqf as a practical means of combining
piety, family strategy, and social presence.

Conclusion: The article concludes that female waqf founders in Qajar Gilan were
socially aware, legally capable, and strategically engaged in property
management. Their endowments helped them preserve wealth, strengthen family
continuity, and secure a degree of economic independence. Far from confirming
the stereotype of women as passive figures in Qajar society, the evidence reveals
their active participation in shaping religious and social life through waqf. The
study, therefore, contributes to a more nuanced understanding of women’s agency
in Iranian history and highlights the importance of waqf as a vehicle of both
devotion and social power.

Keywords: Women’s Property, Gilan, Qajar Period, Waqf Economy,
Archival Documents.
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The Transformation of the Cultural Order in
10th/16th-Century Transoxiana: The Timurid—
Shaybanid Transition in the Iranian World

Seyedeh Fahimeh Ebrahimi!

Abstract

Soviet historiography, while often downplaying the
connections of Transoxiana with the broader Iranian
world, consistently approached the legacy of the Uzbek
period from a critical perspective. The widely accepted
paradigm of *Timurid splendor versus widespread Uzbek
decline’ was eventually challenged by a new generation of
post-Soviet scholars, who argued that, contrary to earlier
narratives, primary sources attest to the continued
presence of Timurid cultural and institutional legacies in
Transoxiana, particularly during the Shaybanid period.
Within this broader framework of Iranian -cultural
inheritance, the present study, while acknowledging the
persistence of major civilizational elements of the
fifteenth-century Iranian world in Transoxiana, addresses
another unresolved question in historiography: why,
despite numerous Timurid—Uzbek continuities, did the
transition to Shaybanid rule in Transoxiana, unlike the
Safavid transition in Iran or the Mughal transition in India,
not give rise to a new configuration of cultural
flourishing? Employing a comparative-historical approach
and the method of process tracing, this study distinguishes
between two analytical levels: first, the mechanisms that
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enabled the flourishing of Iranian cultural heritage during
the Timurid period; and second, the factors that disrupted
these mechanisms under the Shaybanids. The findings
suggest that Timurid cultural efflorescence emerged from
a structural linkage between political authority,
geographical and cultural integration, urban and elite
networks, courtly competition, and a relative balance
between military and bureaucratic forces. Under the
Shaybanids, however, changes in the foundations of
political legitimacy, the government’s restricted
geographical horizons, the disruption of elite networks
across the Iranian world, the predominance of tribal-
military competition over cultural rivalry, and the
transformation of institutions through which power and
resources were distributed prevented the reproduction of
these mechanisms. Consequently, the persistence of
cultural elements in the Shaybanid period did not always
signify sustained generative civilizational mechanisms.

Keywords: Uzbeks, Shaybanids, Timurids, Iranian
heritage, Transoxiana, Cultural Order.
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The Transformation of the Cultural Order in 10th/16th-
Century Transoxiana: The Timurid—Shaybanid
Transition in the Iranian World

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The transition from Timurid political order to Shaybanid rule
in Transoxiana constituted a significant turning point in the political and
cultural transformations of the Iranian world at the beginning of the tenth
century AH/sixteenth century CE. Downplaying Transoxiana’s historical and
civilizational connections with the broader Iranian world, Soviet
historiography predominantly framed this transition through the binary
opposition between *Timurid splendor’ and *Uzbek decline.” Challenging
this dominant narrative, revisionist post-Soviet scholarship and more recent
studies, drawing upon primary sources, have emphasized the persistence of a
substantial body of Timurid cultural, artistic, administrative, and linguistic
traditions under the Shaybanid rule. Nevertheless, acknowledging such
continuity raises a more fundamental question: why did the persistence of
the Timurid legacy in Shaybanid Transoxiana, unlike the Safavid experience
in Iran and the Mughal experience in India, fail to result in the creative
reconfiguration of that legacy and a new configuration of cultural flourishing
and productivity?

To address this question, the present study moves beyond the reductive
binary of ‘continuity versus rupture’ analyzing the cultural transformation of
Transoxiana through the concept of ‘cultural order.” What is meant by
cultural order is an interconnected set of relations and mechanisms through
which the interaction among urban centers, elite networks, patterns of
political and economic patronage, and linguistic and intellectual relations
enables the production, transmission, and reproduction of culture within a
particular historical setting. On this basis, the study seeks to explain the
differing operational logics of the cultural order under the Timurids and the
Shaybanids, while demonstrating that the persistence of cultural elements
and forms does not necessarily mean the survival of the underlying
generative civilizational structures and mechanisms.

The central argument presented in the present article is that Timurid cultural
flourishing was not the product of isolated and intermittent acts of patronage,
but rather emerged from a structural synergy among political authority, the
geographical and cultural integration of the Iranian world, the concentration
and interaction of urban centers, the economic infrastructures of cultural
patronage, and the dynamism of mobile elite networks. Under Shaybanid
rule, by contrast, the geographical separation of Transoxiana from Khurasan
and other major centers of the Iranian world, disrupted circulation of elites
and cultural capital, constrained economic resources, predominance of a
tribal-military logic in political competition, and transformation of the
ideological order of the Islamic world weakened the interconnection among
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these components. Consequently, the generative capacity of the cultural
order was reduced to a selective, unstable, and predominantly reproductive
form of continuity.

A critical review of the previous studies shows that the studies on the Timurid
period have largely focused on artistic flourishing, courtly patronage, and the
notion of a *Timurid Renaissance,” while paying less attention to the structural
and network-based mechanisms producing this flourishing. Research on the
Shaybanids has likewise concentrated mainly on their political-military
organization and regional conflicts. Although revisionist review studies have
demonstrated the persistence of the Timurid legacy in architecture, book arts,
historiography, and language, they have not yet adequately explained, in
comparative and structural terms, the differing reproductive and generative
capacities of the cultural orders of the two periods.

Method: Using comparative-historical analysis and a comparative-structural
approach, this study examines the cultural orders of the Timurid and
Shaybanid periods within the broader contexts of Transoxiana and the
Iranian world. Its evidence is drawn from primary historical sources and
recent scholarship on political structures, economy, language, urban centers,
and elite networks. The comparison focuses on identifying the mechanisms
that generated cultural dynamism under the Timurids and examining the
continuity or disruption of those mechanisms under the Shaybanid rule.
Findings: The findings indicate that Timurid cultural dynamism resulted
from the structural synergy of the geographical integration of Iran and
Transoxiana, interconnected urban centers, courtly competition, the
economic foundations provided by suyurghal and waqf, and the sustained
circulation of elites. The interaction of Iranian and Turkic traditions likewise
expanded literary, scholarly, and artistic production while preserving the
predominance of Persian.

Under Shaybanid rule, although Persian, historiography, architecture, book
arts , and certain Timurid administrative traditions persisted, this continuity
remained largely reproductive. Chinggisid legitimacy, the predominance of
tribal-military competition, Transoxiana’s separation from Khurasan,
disrupted elite networks, economic constraints, and Sunni—Shi ‘i polarization
diminished the cultural order’s generative capacity. Consequently, the
coexistence of Persian and Chaghatay shifted from a dynamic synthesis to a
functional division: Persian remained the language of administration and
scholarship, while Chaghatay increasingly served as an instrument of
political identity formation.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings indicate that the fundamental
distinction between the Timurid and Shaybanid cultural orders lay not in the
extent to which cultural elements survived, but in their differing structural
capacities to produce, circulate, and creatively reconstitute culture. Although
the Shaybanids preserved a substantial body of Timurid cultural forms and
traditions, geographical disconnection from the principal centers of the
Iranian world, economic constraints, the predominance of a tribal-military
logic, disruptions in the circulation of elites, and contest over ideological
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boundaries deprived this legacy of much of its former generative capacity,
reducing it to a selective and predominantly reproductive form of continuity.
Understanding historical transitions, therefore, requires moving beyond the
binary of ’continuity or rupture’ and examining geography, elite networks,
economic resources, and structures of power and legitimacy as
interdependent components of cultural production.

Keywords: Shaybanids; Timurids; Transoxiana; Cultural Order;
Iranian-Islamic Heritage.



Cultural History Studies; Research Journal of Iranian Society of History

Vol. 18, No. 67, Spring 2026, pp 95-127
https://doi.org/10.22034/chs.2026.539903.1125

The Memory and Legacy of Cyrus the Great in the
Achaemenid Period
(Based on Michel Foucault’s Cultural Theory)

Karim golshanirad’

Abstract

Cyrus the Great (559-530 BC) succeeded in transforming the
Persians from a subjugated people into a powerful and
sovereign people and formed the first great world empire.
After his death, his successors were able not only to preserve
his territory but also to expand the Achaemenid government
to parts of Europe and Africa. The research method is
descriptive and analytical, and the method of collecting data is
library-based drawing on reliable historical and archaeological
sources and references. After conquering the land of Babylon,
Cyrus the Great ordered the writing of a tablet that is known
today as the "Cyrus Cylinder". This cylinder mentions that
Cyrus conquered Babylon without war and, after entering this
land, gave freedom to everyone and created prosperity and
comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to
release the Jews who were living in captivity in Babylon and
sent them to their hometown of Jerusalem. The research
question is whether many orientalists’ opinion that Cyrus's
dealings with the subjugated peoples, including the
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Babylonians and Jews, had a propaganda aspect and that
Cyrus's purpose in mentioning justice and freedom in the
Cyrus Cylinder was political, not humanitarian, is correct. By
studying the history of the Achaemenid period, we realize that
Cyrus the Great was known among Iranians and non-Iranians
for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is mentioned in
the Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated
peoples were not a false and propaganda factor, but rather the
result of real actions.

Keywords: Cyrus the Great, Cyrus' Charter, Pasargadae,
Iranians, Subjugated Peoples.
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The Memory and Legacy of Cyrus the Great in the
Achaemenid Period
(Based on Michel Foucault’s Cultural Theory)

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Today, many Orientalists regard the statements made by
Cyrus the Great in the Cylinder as "a propaganda effort to sway public
opinion and legitimize Cyrus's authority in Babylon" (Kuhrt, 1983: p. 90;
Briant, 1381: 63). When examining the theories of Western authors, one
must bear in mind that they are sometimes influenced by the intellectual
traditions of their own regions. In the past, Soviet writers—driven by a
communist perspective—viewed the developments of ancient Iran through
that same lens, consistently categorizing Iranian society across all eras into
two classes: the privileged and the underprivileged, with the former
perpetually exploiting the latter. This is where cultural theory can assist us.
By examining the cultural context of the Achaemenid era and the views held
by the people of that time regarding the character of Cyrus II, the Great
King's objective in treating subject peoples appropriately becomes clear. The
research method is descriptive and analytical, and the method of collecting
data is library-based and uses reliable historical and archaeological sources
and references. After conquering the land of Babylon, Cyrus the Great
ordered the writing of a tablet that is known today as the "Cyrus Cylinder".
This cylinder mentions that Cyrus conquered Babylon without war and, after
entering this land, gave freedom to everyone and created prosperity and
comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to release the Jews
who were living in captivity in Babylon and sent them to their hometown of
Jerusalem. The research question is whether the opinion of many orientalists
that Cyrus's dealings with the subjugated peoples, including the Babylonians
and Jews, was just a propaganda and that Cyrus's purpose in mentioning
justice and freedom in the Cyrus Cylinder was political, not humanitarian, is
correct. The research hypothesis is that by studying the history of the
Achaemenid period, we realize that Cyrus the Great was known among
Iranians and non-Iranians for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is
mentioned in the Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated
peoples were not false and for propaganda, but rather the result of real
actions. Extensive research has been conducted by both Iranian and Western
scholars regarding the reign of Cyrus and Achaemenid history. These studies
can be categorized into two groups: 1) the life and reign of the founder of the
Achaemenid dynasty, and 2) Achaemenid history. Alireza Shapour Shahbazi
has conducted one of the finest and most comprehensive studies on the life
of Cyrus in his book Cyrus the Great: The Life and Reign of the Founder of
the Iranian Empire (1970). A wealth of information regarding the life of
Cyrus the Great can also be found in works such as Max Mallowan’s The
History of Iran: The Achaemenid Period — Cyrus the Great (2006) and
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Yamauchi’s Persians and Ancient Religions (2011), as well as in the
collection of essays titled Cyrus the Great: Ancient King of Iran, edited by
Touraj Daryaee (2014). This study represents a pioneering attempt to
examine and analyze—drawing upon Michel Foucault’s cultural theory,
primary sources, and other relevant insights—the perspectives and views
held by the peoples of the Achaemenid era (both allies and adversaries)
regarding the character, disposition, and actions of Cyrus II. The aim is to
gain a better understanding of Cyrus’s true personality and his treatment of
subject peoples.

Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, and data
collection is conducted through library research utilizing credible, scholarly
sources and references. This study aims to examine and analyze the
perspectives and views held by the peoples of the Achaemenid era—both
friends and foes—regarding the personality, character, and actions of Cyrus
I (Cyrus the Great). By drawing on primary sources and other relevant
information, the research seeks to gain a better understanding of Cyrus's true
character and his treatment of subject peoples.

Findings: The results indicate that an examination of Achaemenid-era
culture reveals that both friends and foes regarded Cyrus as a worthy,
benevolent, and justice-loving figure. Thus, when Cyrus states in the Cyrus
Cylinder that he conquered the city peacefully, he is telling the truth, for he
was a king committed to establishing justice, peace, and reconciliation.
Discussion and conclusion: After conquering the land of Babylon, Cyrus
the Great ordered the writing of a tablet that is known today as the "Cyrus
Cylinder". This cylinder mentions that Cyrus conquered Babylon without
war and, after entering this land, gave freedom to everyone and created
prosperity and comfort for the people. In addition, Cyrus issued an order to
release the Jews who were living in captivity in Babylon and sent them to
their hometown of Jerusalem. By studying the history of the Achaemenid
period, we realize that Cyrus the Great was known among Iranians and non-
Iranians for his justice and humanity. Therefore, what is mentioned in the
Cyrus Cylinder and his dealings with the subjugated peoples were not a false
and propaganda factor, but rather the result of real actions.

Keywords: Cyrus the Great, Cyrus' Charter, Pasargadae, Iranians, Subjugated
Peoples.
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The Hero's Journey in the Myth of Jamshid:
A Jungian Reading!

Hossein Badamchi?, Narges Golizadeh?

Abstract

This study explores the mythological figure of Jamshid
through the lens of Carl Gustav Jung’s analytical
psychology. Central to Jung’s theoretical framework is the
concept of archetypes, which he situated within the
collective unconscious—a realm of the psyche shared by
all human beings. According to Jung, archetypes are
primordial, universal patterns and images that manifest
through dreams, myths, and cultural symbols, exerting a
profound influence on individual and collective human
behavior. Mythological narratives, in this view, serve as
symbolic expressions of psychological development and
transformation. The primary aim of this research is to
investigate the presence and function of key Jungian
archetypes—namely the Hero, the Shadow, the Persona,
the Anima, and the Wise Old Man—in the character of
Jamshid, one of the most prominent kings in Iranian
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mythology. By analyzing Jamshid’s story within the
framework of the hero’s journey and the process of
individuation, this study offers a psychological
interpretation of his rise, crisis, and eventual downfall.
Initially, Jamshid appears as a luminous, semi-divine king
who, through the power of divine glory (Farrah Izadi),
brings order, innovation, and civilization to the world.
However, as the narrative progresses, his excessive
identification with his Persona—his outward role as the
flawless king—and his failure to confront the Shadow
archetype lead to psychological imbalance, hubris, and
ultimately, his tragic fall from grace. This paper examines
various versions of the Jamshid myth found in Avestan
texts, Pahlavi literature, Islamic sources, and Indian
parallels, drawing connections between symbolic content
and psychological meaning. The findings suggest that
Jamshid's myth reflects a universal inner journey of the
human psyche—from spiritual elevation and achievement
to self-deception, inner fragmentation, and collapse. By
employing a Jungian reading of the Iranian myth, this
study aims to shed light on the dynamic relationship
between cultural narratives and unconscious psychic
structures. It reveals how archetypal patterns continue to
shape the storytelling traditions of civilizations and offers
deeper insight into the processes of self-awareness, ego
inflation, and the struggle for psychological integration in
mythic representations.

Keywords: Jamshid, Archetype, Analytical Psychology,
Carl Gustav Jung, Hero's Journey.
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The Hero's Journey in the Myth of Jamshid:
A Jungian Reading

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Archetypes, as primordial images, shape the foundational
structures of humanity's collective psyche and surface in dreams, myths,
religions, and cultural symbols. In Iranian mythological studies, the
figure of Jamshid has typically been examined through the simple
narrative of "rise and fall through pride," and few studies have
systematically analyzed his entire life story through the complete
framework of the hero's journey and the constellation of archetypes
active within it. This study analyzes the mythical character of Jamshid
through Carl Gustav Jung's archetype theory, arguing that Jamshid
should not be viewed merely as a charismatic king but examined through
the stages of individuation — confronting the Shadow, engaging the
Anima, reconstructing the Persona, and drawing on the Wise Old Man.
The central research question addressed in the present study is how
Jamshid's development reflects these archetypes and the individuation
process, and what dimensions of the Iranian cultural collective
unconscious this analysis reveals. The literature review notes prior
studies particularly Hamidreza Kharazmi's book on the formation and
transformation of the heroic figure in Iranian myths and national epic,
which adopts a developmental approach to heroic characters; however,
such works have not specifically mapped Jamshid's story onto the
complete hero's-journey framework, a gap this study aims to fill.
Method: The research employs an analytical-descriptive method. The
corpus consists of mythological, religious, and epic texts related to
Jamshid, including the Avesta (notably the Aban Yasht and Vendidad),
Pahlavi texts (Denkard III and VII, Bundahishn, Menog-i Khrad),
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, and Islamic-historical sources (Tabari, Bal'ami,
Tha'alibi, Maqdisi). Qualitative content analysis was used for data
analysis based on core Jungian concepts — the collective unconscious,
the Hero archetype, the Shadow, the Persona, the Anima, and the Wise
Old Man — applied to identify and compare narrative manifestations of
these archetypes across the stages of Jamshid's life.

Findings: The findings show that the Shadow archetype in Jamshid's
character is dual in nature: he initially contains it — building the Vara of
Jam, ending drought, and successfully debating the daevas (demons) —
but later succumbs to it through his claim to divinity, his union with a
she-demon, and his prolonged entanglement with the realm of the dead.
The Persona archetype likewise shifts from an ideal, favorable mask (the
civilizing, constructive king) to a complete and destructive fusion of the
self with the social role. Regarding the Anima, Jamshid initially achieves
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healthy balance with the feminine dimension of his psyche, seen in the
Yima-Yimi narrative and his relations with goddesses, but fails the
Anima test later in life through his union with a peri. The Wise Old Man
archetype, embodied by Ahura Mazda and Sraosha, guides Jamshid
during his peak, but this connection is severed once pride overtakes him.
Finally, the Hero archetype, which integrates the preceding archetypes,
shows Jamshid as an ideal hero at his zenith, yet his failure to integrate
the Shadow and his neglect of the Wise Old Man leave his individuation
incomplete, culminating in his downfall and gruesome death.

Discussion and conclusion: The myth of Jamshid is a symbolic narrative
of the rise and fall of the human psyche on the path to self-awareness; his
downfall should be understood not merely as punishment for pride but as
a reflection of an incomplete individuation cycle. Future studies could
apply this same integrated archetypal framework to other Iranian
mythical figures to build a comparative model of individuation across
Iranian myth.

Keywords: Jamshid, Archetype, Analytical Psychology, Carl Gustav
Jung, Hero's Journey.
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Representation of Province of Khamseh in the
Constitutional Era Press: A Comparative Study
and Content Analysis of Habl al-Matin Tehran

and Sobh-e Sadeq

Hassan Rostami!

Abstract

Among the newspapers of the Constitutional era, Habl al-
Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq played a significant role
in reflecting provincial developments. Although Khamseh
Province received limited attention in Constitutional
historiography and its social movements remained
shrouded in ambiguity, these two newspapers—alongside
other sources—covered portions of Zanjan’s events. What
matters here is the examination of their journalistic
approach, political orientation, and narrative style
regarding incidents in Khamseh Province—an area that
has not yet been independently analyzed. This study
addresses the question: What were the journalistic
perspectives and content strategies of Habl al-Matin
Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq concerning the events in
Khamseh Province, and what impact did they have on its
developments? Based on the research hypothesis, despite
their Constitutionalist leanings, both newspapers adopted a
moderate stance in reporting Zanjan’s events. The
publication of corrections, supplements, and public letters
supports this approach. The presence of Zanjani
contributors in the editorial board of Sobh-¢ Sadeq also
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led to increased focus on the province’s affairs. Despite
the publication of grievance-laden petitions, the
journalistic outcomes of these newspapers in areas such as
confronting feudal oppression and curbing insecurity did
not yield satisfactory results in Khamseh Province. This
study, based on library-collected data and employing
content analysis within a  descriptive-analytical
framework, seeks to address the questions and ambiguities
raised in the research.

Keywords: Province of Khamseh, Newspaper, Habl al-
Matin Tehran, Sobh-e¢ Sadeq, Constitutionalism.
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Representation of Province of Khamseh in the
Constitutional Era Press: A Comparative Study and
Content Analysis of Habl al-Matin Tehran and
Sobh-e Sadeq

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Province of Khamseh, with Zanjan as its center, is one
of the significant yet understudied regions in constitutional
historiography. Despite its sensitive geographical position, diverse
social structure, and the presence of influential political and religious
actors, it has largely remained marginal in the official narratives of the
Constitutional Revolution. During the turbulent years 1324-1327 AH,
Zanjan became a stage for confrontation between traditional forces
and modern constitutionalists, powerful local khans, clerics opposed
to and supportive of constitutionalism, as well as various urban and
tribal groups. More than a century later, a substantial part of these
events can only be reconstructed through the press, since official
sources and governmental reports are either incomplete or published
with delay and distortion.

Among the newspapers of the constitutional era, Habl al-Matin Tehran
and Sobh-e Sadeq occupy a prominent place in reflecting
developments in Province of Khamseh. Unlike many journals whose
primary focus was Tehran, Tabriz, and Rasht, these two newspapers
continuously reported on Zanjan and, through letters, telegrams,
popular reports, parliamentary proceedings, and analytical
supplements, covered a considerable portion of the political and social
crises of this province. Their importance lies not only in the
transmission of news, but also in their active role in shaping the
political discourse around Province of Khamseh by means of analysis,
critique, corrections of reports, and publication of rejoinders. Habl al-
Matin Tehran, under the management of Mirza Sayyed Hasan
Kashani, with a critical and structural approach, reflected the crises in
Zanjan through extensive letters, official telegrams, analytical articles,
and reports of parliamentary debates. While criticizing the
performance of local khans and certain clerics, this newspaper sought
to uphold journalistic fairness by publishing corrections and
rejoinders. In contrast, Sobh-e Sadeq, managed by Mo’ayyed al-
Mamalek and edited by Mirza Ali Khan Zanjani, adopted a
conciliatory and mediatory tone, attempting to establish
communication between the people, the parliament, the khans, and the
clerics, and, through the publication of constitutionalist letters,
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popular reports, and cautionary appendices, played a reformist role in
Zanjan’s political sphere .The central question of this study is: what
were the journalistic approaches, impacts, and content strategies of
Habl al-Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq regarding the events in
Province of Khamseh? A close examination of the content of these
two newspapers shows that, despite their general inclination toward
constitutionalism, both adopted a moderate stance in reporting the
events of Zanjan—a stance reinforced by the publication of
corrections, supplements, popular letters, and rejoinders. The presence
of contributors from Zanjan in the editorial board of Sobh-e Sadeq
further intensified this newspaper’s focus on the issues of Province of
Khamseh

In this study, after outlining the political and social events of Province
of Khamseh, as reflected in Habl al-Matin Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq,
the types of reports and issues (frequency distribution) are extracted,
their extent is determined, and the published materials are represented.
Subsequently, themes such as political and social positions, the
newspapers’ modes of engagement with news, day-to-day editorial
policies, and news management practices are examined and analyzed
on the basis of textual evidence and extracted keywords. Finally, the
newspapers’ effectiveness, their interactions and linkages with power
institutions, their degree of independence, and their overall impact are
assessed and analyzed using coded categories and textual data.
Method: The present study employs a descriptive—analytical approach
grounded in content analysis. Data were collected through extensive
library research and direct examination of the issues of Habl al-Matin
Tehran and Sobh-e Sadeq. In the first stage, all materials related to
Province of Khamseh in these two newspapers were extracted and
categorized into major textual forms, including letters, telegrams,
articles, notices, corrigenda, parliamentary proceedings, and appended
supplements. Subsequently, using content analysis, the thematic
structures, social groups involved, writing tone, political orientation,
and modes of journalistic engagement with news were systematically
examined. In the second stage, the extracted data were coded so that,
for each item, the textual form, subject matter, actors involved, tone,
political stance, and core message were clearly identified. These codes
were then organized into broader analytical categories such as writing
style, political positioning, news engagement, editorial policies, social
representation, and news management practices. In the third stage, the
degree of influence and effectiveness of the two newspapers was
analyzed, allowing for an assessment of their role within the political
and social dynamics of Province of Khamseh.



[V 6)led ((Saa gyl Slalllas | Yoo

Discussion and conclusion: The comparative analysis of the two
newspapers demonstrates that, despite structural constraints, the press
in the Constitutional era played a significant role in representing the
crises of Province of Khamseh. Habl al-Matin Tehran, through its
explicit criticism of local khans and clerics, contributed to challenging
entrenched traditional authority, while Sobh-e Sadeq, by calling for
calm and publishing rejoinders, acted as a mediator between the
populace and governing elites. Both newspapers, by disseminating
public letters and telegrams, transformed Zanjan’s public sphere into a
site of political dialogue. Nevertheless, the ultimate impact of these
two newspapers remained limited, as the dominance of the autocratic
camp and the dissolution of the National Consultative Assembly
hindered the realization of popular demands. Despite these constraints,
the significance of these newspapers lies in their boldness in
criticizing local power structures and fostering a multi-voiced
environment within Province of Khamseh. This study illustrates that
the press, even under conditions of crisis, can play a meaningful role
in shaping political and social discourse.

Keywords: Province of Khamseh, Newspaper, Habl al-Matin Tehran,
Sobh-e Sadeq, Constitutionalism.
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