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The Decline of Historiology as an
Academic Discipline
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Abstract

The pace of change in human societies has increased
considerably. Some of these changes and transformations
are a function of scientific developments resulting from
the intellectual endeavors of scholars across various fields.
People in the modern world perhaps regard themselves,
more than anything else, as indebted to scientists whose
inventions and discoveries have brought and continue to
bring remarkable changes to their lives. Alongside the
empirical, technical, and basic sciences, humanities have
likewise undergone transformations in their subjects,
questions, and methods in response to the changes and
developments occurring in human societies from various
perspectives. Historiology is no exception to this rule. The
fundamental question, however, is to what extent
historians and historical scholarship are keeping pace with
these transformations. Do historians pay sufficient
attention to the effects of social change on their field of
knowledge? Do they take the necessary measures to
prevent the discipline from falling behind scientifically in
response to these changes? More fundamentally, what
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threats the discipline of history and historians currently
face, and what threats are likely to emerge in the near
future from the perspective of the issue wunder
consideration? This article answers these questions in the
negative. The author argues that historians, as practitioners
and custodians of an academic discipline, may be facing a
major and unexpected challenge. The crisis of epistemic
inefficacy, together with the transfer of the skill of data
verification to technological sciences, is depriving history
of one of its oldest and most fundamental functions and
transferring that function to technologists. This essay
seeks to demonstrate the nature and extent of this major
threat and, ultimately, propose a way out of the crisis.
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The Decline of Historiology as an
Academic Discipline

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Modern historiography, particularly since the nineteenth
century, has been grounded in the assumption that historians can provide a
reliable and scientific account of significant events in the human past
through the collection of documents, source criticism, comparison of
accounts, and related methods. Within this framework, one of the historian’s
most important tasks has been to transform the raw and fragmented data of
the past into reliable historical data, a process centered on the verification of
historical accounts. In recent decades, however, the rapid development of
technology and the expansion of the empirical and data-driven sciences have
fundamentally altered the epistemic position of history. Under these
circumstances, history has come to face a form of crisis that may be
described as a crisis of scientific efficacy.

This article seeks to describe and analyze the current crisis of history as a
crisis of scientific efficacy and to demonstrate that overcoming this
condition requires the empirical and technological reconstruction of
historiology. The author’s central argument is that historians, much as
has previously occurred in disciplines such as geography and
archaeology, must move toward laboratory-based skills, data-driven
methods, and systematic collaboration with the empirical sciences.
Otherwise, a significant portion of the epistemic authority traditionally
associated with historiology will gradually be transferred to other
disciplines and institutions. In examining this argument, the author draws
briefly upon Thomas Spragens’s theory of crisis. The central premise of
this theory is that crises can generate new ideas aimed at overcoming the
very conditions that produced them.

With regard to the existing literature, the studies most closely related to
the present subject have addressed the relationship between historiology
and artificial intelligence. Among the most important of these is Marnie
Hughes-Warrington’s book Artificial Historians. In this work, the author
is among the first scholars to examine the relationship between artificial
intelligence and historiology not from a technical perspective, but from
the perspective of the philosophy and theory of historiography. Her
principal argument is that artificial intelligence is no longer merely a tool
at the service of historians; rather, it has itself become a kind of “artificial
historian,” insofar as it collects, selects, classifies, and represents data
concerning the past and produces narratives that play a role in individual
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and social decision-making. From this perspective, the fundamental issue
for the future of historical scholarship is not the possibility of replacing
historians with artificial intelligence, but rather the necessity of rethinking
the concepts of historiography, epistemic authority, memory, and ethical
responsibility in the age of algorithms.

Method: The concern of the present essay differs fundamentally from
Hughes-Warrington’s argument despite these similarities. Her primary
concern is to explain the epistemological and philosophical consequences
of the entry of artificial intelligence into the domain of historiography,
whereas the present study approaches the crisis of history from a different
perspective. The argument advanced here is that the continued status of
history as an academic discipline depends upon methodological
transformation and the systematic incorporation of new technologies and
methods derived from the empirical sciences, including artificial
intelligence, big-data analysis, Geographic Information Systems (GIS),
remote sensing, genetic analysis, scientific dating techniques, and other
laboratory-based tools.

Results and discussion: Historiology is facing a profound crisis in the
first quarter of the twenty-first century a crisis that concerns less the
problems of narrative or ideology than the declining scientific efficacy of
historians in the process of producing reliable historical accounts. New
technologies, data science, forensic science, digital analysis, and
laboratory methods have assumed a significant portion of the tasks that
once belonged to the traditional domain of historians. Consequently, the
epistemic authority of history is gradually being transferred to other
disciplines and institutions.

A comparison between historical scholarship and the development of
geography and archaeology demonstrates that disciplines capable of
establishing meaningful connections with technology and the empirical
sciences have not only preserved their scientific viability but have also
acquired greater authority and efficacy. Accordingly, the future of
historiology depends upon a form of empirical and technological
reconstruction. Historians have previously undertaken such activities,
albeit on a limited scale, in fields such as paleography, paper analysis,
sigillography, and related areas. Today, however, a substantial portion of
historical research particularly in fields such as contemporary history,
current history, oral history, and related areas should be conducted in
historical research laboratories in order to produce reliable results.
Conclusion: It may be preferable to speak of historiology rather than
simply history, and to conceptualize history as an empirical field of
knowledge. This proposition should by no means be understood as a call



VoV | alKisls by alen bbb g5 |

to embrace positivism. Empirical approaches must clearly be
distinguished from positivist approaches; nevertheless, there is no doubt
that they incorporate some of the positive aspects of positivism.

The hybrid concepts of Laboratorial History and Clinical History are not
commonly used terms among European and American historians.
Nevertheless, in the author’s view, they are likely to become increasingly
prevalent in academic writings on historical scholarship in the near
future.

Keywords: Historiology, crisis of epistemic inefficacy, data-driven
sciences, verification of historical data.



